





ISLAND 

Vermonters make 
Cuba connections 



Art collector and preservationist 
Brooks Buxton aims to save 
Vermont, one piece at a time 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 802-864-CCTA 


Plug Into Solar Power” 


ARE YOU INTERESTED IN 


IMPROVED BUS SERVICE 

BETWEEN BURLINGTON & WILLISTON? 


CCTA is proposing to implement new and 
enhanced service along the Route 2 corridor 
between Burlington and Williston. 


Please attend one of the following public hearings to 
offer your comments on the proposed service changes 
and improvements. 


Burlington 

Contois Auditorium, 2/1 0/1 0 at 6:00 p.m. 


Williston 

Town Hall, 2/1 1/10 at 6:00 p.m. 


Think you can’t afford a solar power system? 
You can. We’ll show you how. 


800.GO.SOLAR I groSolar.com 

(800.467.6527) 


Find out how Vermont’s own groSolar, 
a national leader in Solar Power, can help 
you plug into solar power today, so 
you can have energy security tomorrow. 


gr Solar 


What the World Needs. 


Call 800.G0.SOLAR 
or visit groSolar.com 

get you going in 15 minutes 
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Feature: 


STORE-WIDE 
SKI SHOP SALE 

Friday, Feb. 12th thru 
Sunday, Feb. 28th 

20-50% OFF 

Skis, Snowshoes, Clothing, Gloves, 
Hats, Hardgoods and 

drnppptmrilij £pdge 


For More Information Call 253-5719 
700 Trapp Hill Road ■ Stowe, Vermont 
www.trappfamily.com 

•Sale does not include discounts on Trapp Family Lodge logo 


THIS IS WAY SWEETER 
THAN CHOCOLATES 


Canon 


1EOO IS COMES 
1 IN SIX 
COLORS! 


We want your used equipment. 


Vermont’s Best & 
LARGEST Camera Storel 


SEVEN DAYS 


top news stories 
1 days a week 
convenient email 


daily 

Vermont's top stories, delivered 

Sign up to keep up 

sevendaysvt.com/daily7 
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AIRWAYS' 


Burlington Subaru 

351 Shelburne Road 


August First 

Bakery and Cafe 

149 South 
Champlain St. 


Planned 
Parenthood 
Health Centers 

23 Mansfield Aver 
Burlington; 1 83 Tal 
Road, Williston 


Three Brothers 
Pizza and Grill 

973 Roosevelt 
Highway Colchesti 


Petfood 

Warehouse 

2500 Willistor 
South Buriingtc 
2455 Shelburr 
Road Shelburn 


Vermont Federal 
Credit Union 


Northern Lights 

75 Main Street, 


yoga ram a 


Visit any of these great retailers and enter to win 
2 Round-Trip tickets to ANY jQtBlll6 destination! 


ti,c Fop 6' t - The 
Me-Not Sl.»p Optical 
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© Happy Trails PET FOOD 
mZlM WAREHOUSE 


Eyes of the World 

168 Battery Street 


LEUNIGS 


P URMNGTOH 
D SUBARU 


t Climb Hi gh 

Northern Lights 


VERMONT 




sun spm Listen to WiZN «ybe BUZZ 
or pick up Seven Davs 


WINNER ANNOUNCE!? 

Wednesday March 1 0th 

For full /event details go to: 

www.MagicHat.net 
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blogworthy last week. 
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2/8: Shay Totten follows Z/5: A former orphanage 2/4: Margot Harrison 2/3: Do Church Street 2/3: Senator Shumlin's 


facing 

facts 
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Colgan Air. Fighter 
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the Great Waters 
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$490k 

That’s how much money the Internal 
Revenue Service says a manager for the 
Department of Children and Families 
embezzeled over the past six ^ 
years. The money had been H 
v earmarked to help needy fi 
Vermonters. No charges 2 
have yet been hied against | 
the West Charleston woman, | 
who resigned her post days | 
after the fraud probe began, 3 

TOPFIVE 

MOST POPULAR ITEMS CM 5EVENDAYSVT.COM 











SHEEPSKIN 

MADNESS 

$50 OFF SELECT UGGS 
MEN • WOMEN • KIDS 



4 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS: . - . 

Burlington, 2 Church St. (Across the fountain) // 864-7899 • Colchester, Rt. 127 // 863-2653 Q 3 DTO FTTl S fl 0 ©S 
Shelburne, Rt. 7 // 985-3483 • St. Albans, Rt. 7 // 527-0916 • www.danformshoe.com 




supplies 


Intfoduuuucing.. 


'FLATBREAs 
I FRIDAYS 


at the bakery 

6-9pm every Friday night 
Unlimited Flatbread & Salad 
$12 per person 
Free & ample parking! vj S T /* 
Switchback pints! ^ 


' 802-540-0060 *hvMuugustAtstv t - c0,ri 
149 S. Champlain St. (near Lower Main St.] 


> * Accredited, Licensed, Insured 

2 and Highly Accomplished 

3 • Hundreds of systems in service 
• Locally owned since 1991 


• VT RE Incentive-approved 


VERMONT SOLAR, LLC 

SOLAR ELECTRIC & HOT WATER 
u RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
| www.vermontsolar.com 
S 802.863.1202 800.286.1252 


SEVEN DAYS 


Pamela Ralston & Paula Boutly 
PUBLISH Efl/CO-EOlTOH PaulflRoutly 


LOVE DOCTOR Rick Woods 


DE5IGN/PRODUCTION 





feed back 


BORDERLINE STUPID 

1 was surprised to read Kevin Kelley's 
article heckling border guards who con- 
fiscated his rum and cigars, T-shirts and 
necklaces purchased in Cuba [‘‘A Seven 
Days Reporter Finds Getting to Cuba 
Easier Than Returning,” January 27]. 
Heck, any cross-border traveler I know 
is aware that you aren't even supposed to 
bring back Cuban rum or Cohibas pur- 
chased in Montreal! You’re surprised? It 
seems to me that a little research would 
have given you a heads up. Information 
about what you can and cannot bring in 
and out of country is easily available in 
travel guides, online sites and through 
word of mouth. You were correct not to 
lie at the border. But, to taunt the guards 
with flagrant contraband, then write 
an article complaining about their be- 
havior, suggests an arrogance that does 
little to help open up communication 
and travel. I look forward to the end of 
the antiquated Cold War embargo on 
Cuba. In the meantime, educate yourself 
about any country you are traveling to, 
and ifyou don’twantto be hassled atthe 
border, respect the rules! Even Leahy’s 
office can’t protect you from ignorance. 

Deb Ellis 
BURLINGTON 


GET THE FACTS 

I was shocked — shocked! — to discover 
in your Vermont media lead story that 
the Sunday Rutland Herald and Times 
Argus folded [“We’ve Got News for You,” 
January 27]. Why was I proofing pages 
for the Sunday paper last Friday at 2 
a.m. when I could have been sipping a 
cool one at Charlie O’s in the capital?! 
Plagiarizing Mark Twain, let’s say 
rumors of the paper's demise are highly 
exaggerated. Also Nick Monsarrat, cited 
in the Vermont Digger story, was long- 
time editorial page editor at the Times 
Argus, not the Rutland Herald. (Nothing 
worse than wading into the word pit of 
journalism, where nitpickers roam and 
memories are long.) 

But seriously, thanks for profiling the 
state of Vermont's media, such as it is. 
While I applaud the heroic, motivated 
and mostly Linpaid efforts of my former 
colleague Anne Galloway and other 
downsized, downwardly mobile jour- 
nalists, your story only highlights what 
those of us in the business already know: 
Reporting news, getting below the sur- 
face, doinginvestigativejournalism takes 
a lot of effort, and that takes money. 

Sadly, the media isn’t being “rein- 
vented” by these folks' altruism: It’s 
barely hanging on, the essential need 
for reporting the people’s business still 
in search of a valid funding model. If 




TIM NEWCOMB 






you want to know what's going on at 
4-hour council meetings, in the impor- 
tant arcana of utility hearings or in the 
bowels of the court system, orifyou want 
to unearth injustice and right wrongs, 
it takes skilled journalists and editors 
with institutional memory, time, train- 
ing and passion. And they can’t work for 
(almost) free forever. After over three 
decades as an editor and journalist, I’m 
hardly alone among my colleagues in 
thinking we’re amply proving the old 
cliche: “You can’t get something for 
nothing.” That does not bode well for 
Vermont, or our democracy. 

Andrew Nemethy 
CALAIS 

Editor’s Note: Last week's paper 
corrected the erroneous report about 
the "folding" of the Times Argus and 
Rutland Herald. The words "Sunday 
Magazine” were inexplicably dropped 
in the proofreading process. 



STEALING IS WRONG 

No matter what, it’s stealing [“Vermont 
Legislators Admit to Cheating the System. 
Are They Justified?” February 3]. How 
dare legislators try and justify it by saying 
the pay is low. People in the private sector 
would be fired and prosecuted. 

David Corbin 
BURLINGTON 


LEGISLATORS MAKE $52,360 

These folks ran for office to do public 
service, not to get rich [“Vermont 
Legislators Admit to Cheating the 
System. Are They Justified?” February 
3]. Seems many of them are confused in 

millions of folks outofajobinthis state 




is the cc 


n. If he 


might be called for, rati 
rogant attitude of Mr. Z 

perhaps he should stay home and do the 
work himself, if he is suggesting that to 
do so would give him more $$. 

I think not, though; it seems he is 


just plain greedy. Who does he think is 
paying the taxes to pay his salary? Now 
let us do the math: $101 per night for 
four nights, Monday-Thursday, equals 
$404, per week. $61 a day for five days is 
another $305, for $709 for the week! Not 
to mention the pay that they get, $600 a 
week for every week they are in session. 
TVenty weeks times $600 + $709 ($1309) 
equals not $16,000 but $26,180. Not bad 
for less than half a year. If they were in 
town for the year, that is $52,360... 

Sukie Knight 
WEST NEWBURY 


SPEND AND TAX? 

The article states that, “The 38-year- 
old farmer justifies collecting more 
for mileage and food than he actually 
spends by considering it as part of his 
overall compensation.'' 

If these expenses are income, does 
he report it to the IRS as income? If not, 
I would like Mr. Zuckerman to answer 
why not. 

Clifford Morgan 

BURLINGTON 

Editor’s note: Zuckerman had better, 
because legislative pay and reimburse- 
ments are reportable income. However, 
not all reimbursements are taxable. 
Reimbursements for lawmakers who live 
within 50 miles of Montpelier are taxed, 
but reimbursements paid to legisla- 
tors who livemore than 50milesfrom 
Montpelier are nontaxable. Go figure. 


CORRECTION: 

Last week’s story about legislative reim- 
bursements didn’t tell the whole story 
about room rates at the Capital Plaza 
Hotel. Your average Joe pays $116 for a 
night at the Capital. The government 
rate” for state and federal employees is 
$101. Vermont lawmakers get the same 
thing for $85, plus tax, which comes to 
$92.65 a night The lodging reimburse- 
ment for legislators is $101 a day. 


SAY SOMETHING! 

Seven Days wants to publish 



• be 250 words or fewer; 

- respond to Seven Days content; 

• include your full name, town and 
a daytime phone number. 

Seven Days reserves the right to edit 
for accuracy and length. 




■ sevendaysvt.com/feedback 

■ feedback@sevendaysvt.com 
• Seven Days, P.0. Box 1164, 

Burlington, VT 05402-1164 



(PAULINES) 




1834 Shelburne Road 
So. Burlington 
862-1081 * PaulinesCafe.con 


Red Square 

Make if a BeeCeafcr. 

WED 2/10 JAPHY RYDER 8fM I DJ CRE8 11PM 
THU 2/11 DJ A-OOO 9PM / DJ CRE8 10PM 
FRI 2/12 ANDREW PARKER RENOA 6PM 
DAN PARKS 1 THE BLAME 9PM 
DJ STAVROS 10PM / DJ NASTEE 12AM 
SAT 2/13 DJ RAUL 5PM 

ROZATONES 9PM 
DJ STAYROS 10PM/ A-D0G 12AM 
MON 2/15 HYPE 'EM 9PM 
TUE 2/16 UPSETTA INTERNATIONAL 8PM 
WED 2/17 CLOSE TO NOWHERE 8PM / DJ CRE8 11PM 

156 Church sf • 255-BVn 

reds<iuare>/f.c#»n 

R (RT THE SWARE toR yoUR PARTY/ 


Brian McNeil 

I 0 / 2 T/ 5 Z- 02 / 06 /I 0 

Thanks for Codin'. 
Well IcaYc 
a lighf on 
for you. 







Change Education. 


\ I this 


Be the change in your classroom, your school, your community... your world. 


"Social or Solo? Why Learning in Community Beats Learning Alone' 
Keynote Speaker, Gretchen Wegner 

February 20, 2010 • Reception 5:30 - 6:15 pm • Talk 6:15 - 8:15 pm 
College Hall at Union Institutes Montpelier Center 
Free & Open to the Public 

For more information, please call 1 -888-2-828-8575 
or email admissions@myunion.edu 


^ A Different Approach 

hfj Union Institute 
= &. University 

OFFERING: B.A. B.S. M.A M.Ed Ed.D. Psy.D Ph.D. 




7 IN THE LIFE OF A CHILD. 


SEEKING THERAPEUTIC FOSTER 
PARENTS AND RESPITE PROVIDERS 
FOR VERMONT YOUTH 

Northeastern Family Institute is currently seeking therapeutic 
respite providers and foster parents to provide a structured, 
well-supervised nurturing home for children ages 6-18. Teach 
socially appropriate behavior in a family setting, promote 
situations that enhance self-esteem and positive life choices 
and encourage constructive problem solving. 


The foster or respite placement comes with 
a tax-free stipend, a team of professionals 
and 24-hour support system. 

For more information please call 
Jodie Clarke at 802-658-3924 ext. 1028 
or jodieclarke@nafi.com. 


Northeastern Family Institute 
30 Airport Road, So. Burlington, VT 05403 
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MOVIES! 
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NEWS 

14 A U.S. Supreme Court 
Ruling May Protect 
Vermont^ Campaign- 
Disclosure Laws 


FEATURES 

28 Past Perfect 

Art: Art collector and 


COLUMNS 

12 Fair Game 

Open season on Vt 


15 UVM’sR 

Strategy? Bigger Classes 
and More Undergrad 
Teachi ng Assi stant s 

ARTS NEWS 

20 GIMP Project Celebrates 
What’s There, Not What 
Isn’t 

20 Vermont Artists Address 
Valentines to the White 

BY ALICE LEVITT 

20 Burlington Travel Writer 
OffersEnlig/itenmen t 

BY KEVIN J. KELLEY 

21 Storytelling Series 
Brings Intimate Talesto 
Burlington 

REVIEWS 

48 Music 

The Creaky Trees, Exile in Yellow 
& Blue; RedHouse, Midnight 


72 Movies 

From Paris With Love; Dear John 


34 Havana Club 

Travel: Vermonters pursue 
opportunities in Cuba, embargo 


i Getting a Read 

Books: Chris Bohjalian sells 
books by connecting with 
readers on and off the page 
BY MARGOT HARRISON 

: Poet’s Retreat 

Food: Twenty-four hours at 
Montreal's Hotel Nelligan ma! 


40 Lovin’ L’Amante 

Food: Grilling Chef Kevin Clear; 

44 Baby on Board 

Music: A Q&A with indie-folk 
darling andmom-to-be Laura 


STUFF TO DO 

10 The Magnificen 
44 Music 
52 Calendar 

66 Art 
72 Movies 


25 The 20/20 Challenge 

One snowboarder's quest to hit 
20 Vermont resorts in 20 weeks 

26 Work 

Vermonters on the job: Coast 
Guard Officer Louis Coleman 

39 Side Dishes 

Leftover food news 
LEVITT 

46 Soundbites 

Music news and views 

68 Gallery Profile 

Visiting Vermont’s art venues: 
Colburn Gallery 

83 Mistress Maeve 

Your guide to love & lust 


VIDEO 







We're Giddy for Gardening. Are you? 

SAT, FEBRUARY 13 • 9:30-11:00am 

The Basics of Vegetable Gardening for Beginners 


SAT, FEBRUARY 20 • 9:30-11:00am 

Soil 1 01 : The Building Block for any Garden 

Mike Ather 


SAT, FEBRUARY 27 

Ten Design Tips for Colorful Gardens 9:30-ii:00am 
Adventures with Flowering Shrubs ii:30am-ioopm 
Kerry Mendez 






GARDENER^ 

5 Intervale Road, 472 Marshall Avenue, 

irside Ave, Burlington Taft Corners, WilUston 
660-3505 • Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Sun lOam-Spm 




81 Church Street, Burlington 
860.2220 

mon-wed 10-7 • thu-sat 10-9 • sun 11-6 

we tidings. holiday parties, black tie events.special oc Casio 


Gorgeous, Handcrafted Jewelry 

ALL 20% OFF 

DESIGNS BY DOGEARED, TAOLEI AND GORJANA 




LOOKING FORWARD 




THURSDAY 11 

Mixed-Up Messages 

Like your music multicultural? The Jean Rohe 
Band'sjazz and folk-laced Brazilian melodies 
will hit the spot. The Brooklyn-based singer’s 
socially conscious lyrics weave stories 
through accordion- and percussion-rife 
soundscapes. And if you like your music mul- 
ti lingual, well, Rohe does that, too. Nifty. 

SEE CALENDAR SPOTLIGHT ON PAGE 52 


SATURDAY 13 

Dream Maker, Heartbreaker 


© SATURDAY 13 

Drag Me to (Heaven or) Hell 

The House of LeMay whips up another evening of devilish good fun at the Winter Is a 
Drag Ball XV. High-spirited partiers explore the good-versus-evil theme with costumes, 
and New York's Heloise & the Savoir Faire headline with electro-soul sounds. 


Playing With Fire 

Praised by Strings magazine for both 
her "seriousness and simplicity* and 
"fireandflair,* cellist Sophie Shao 
has gained worldwide attention for 
renditions of Schumann, Mendelssohn 
and Faure compositions. Having graced stages 
everywhere from New York's Carnegie Hall to 
Tokyo's Suntory Hall, Shao comes to Middiebury 
College with a program of piano quartets. 
Musicians Carmit Zori, Eric Nowlin and Pei-Yao 
Wang j oin in to fuel the fire. 
SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 58 



Romance, 

it’s a Renewable Resource. 


This Valentine's Day, renew your romance with a gift of fine Jewelry. 



131 Church St„ Burlington, VT - 802-864-0012 

also In Springfield & Stratton. YT * Hanover. NH 



Happy 

First Birthday 
Trinket! 

20% Off All Day! 
February 11th 


NO. 32 1/2 CHURCH STREET \ 

861-3035 • Trinket-Vesmoxt.com 



FAIR GAME | Open season on Vermont politics by shay totten 



FACTORY OUTLETS 




Reebok jockey 


Special 
Collection 
of Fine Art 
Jewelry 
for 

Valentine's 


FINE ESTATE JEWELRY 
& CUSTOM DESIGN 
125 College Street 
Burlington • 862-2233 
(Near Bennington Potters) 
M-TKlI-6, F II-7, Sa 10-5 
www.v i ntagej ewe le r s. net 



Sink or Swim 


A s part of the annual “Penguin 
Plunge,” Mayor BOB Kiss jumped in 
the lake Saturday to raise money 
for the Vermont Special Olympics. 
If only it were that easy to bail out 
Burlington Telecom. 

“We’ve paid more money for the 
system than we can currently afford," 
Kiss conceded. “But, I’m just going to 
be skeptical of recommendations to sell 
Burlington Telecom. I think we need to 
look carefully at the details before we 
take any new course of action.” 

Two consultants hired by a special, 
city-council-appointed Blue Ribbon 
Committee agree that BT should market 
itself more aggressively as a locally 
owned network. Both imagined sce- 
narios in which BT could remain wholly 
owned by the city, estimating BT would 
need to borrow another $15 million to 
make that happen. 

But the committee rejected their 
findings and instead will recommend 
this week that BT forge a partnership 
with a private, outside entity so the city 
can recoup about $17 million it "bor- 
rowed” from taxpayers to float the utility 
through the recession. The committee 
rejected the possibility of BT taking on 
more debt in its current configuration. 
They also said no to the idea of selling 
it at a fire-sale price. Neither of these 
options would recoup enough money 
to pay back the taxpayers’ $17 million 
or the $33.5 million originally loaned by 
CitiLeasing. 

The committee's recommendations 
will be presented to the city council 
Thursday night at Burlington City Hall 
Auditorium. The Blue Ribbon group’s 
report, along with the reports from the 
consultants, will be available online 
before the meeting. Member of the 
public will have a chance to speak. 

Kiss continues to believe the best 
option for BT and the city is for BT to 
restructure its debt, borrow enough to 
complete its build-out in the Queen City, 
and keep the utility municipally owned. 
At least for now. 

“My original plan was to refinance 
BT’s debt and give us up to three 
more years to continue the build-out 
and possibly seek an outside partner,” 
said Kiss. “This is too important an 


asset to just give away without careful 
thought. 

Two outside telecom providers have 
already expressed an interestin BT: VTel, 
a Vermont-based company in southern 
Vermont, and FairPoint. Both would like 
to either purchase BT or partner with 
the city to run it. 

FairPoinfs Vermont President MIKE 
SMITH was on “The Mark Johnson Show” 
Monday. He said his bankrupt utility 
sees opportunity in BT. 

"Certainly, Burlington Telecom 
is something we need to look at,” is 


I’M JUST GOING 
TO CONTINUE 
TO BE SKEPTICAL 



MAYOR BOB KISS 


how Smith responded to a call from 
Burlington City Council President BILL 
KEOGH (D -Ward 5). “I expect that I willbe 
speaking to you and other city officials in 
the next few weeks.” 

From one sinking ship to another. 

So Sue Me 

On Thursday, B T and the city will seek ap- 
proval from the Vermont Public Service 
Board to make a $390,000 interest pay- 
ment on February 17 to CitiLeasing. 

BT remains in violation of a key 
condition in its certificate of public 
good — borrowing money from the city’s 
checkbook and not repaying it within 
60 days — and wants the PSB’s blessing 
before writing the check. 

BT made a similar payment in 
November with its own cash and is 
prepared to make the February payment 
with its own cash, too, not money from 
the “cash pool.” 

Meanwhile, two citizens who sued the 
city late last year have asked Chittenden 
Superior Court Judge helentoor to issue 


a temporary restraining order to stop 
the city from making that payment. 
Toor scheduled a Friday hearing on the 

The lawsuit brought by two former 
Republican city councilors — FRED OSIER 
and EUGENE shaver — seeks to complete 
repayment of the $17 million to the tax- 
payers and freeze BT’s assets to protect 
taxpayers against any further losses. 
If that money is not recouped through 
a sale, the suit wants the court to hold 
Chief Administrative Officer JONATHAN 
LEOPOLD personally responsible for re- 
paying taxpayers. 

Wowza. I hope Leopold wasn’t plan- 
ning on retiring any time soon. 

Familiar Faces 

There are a few familiar faces on 
Entergy’s “new" management team at 
Vermont Yankee, which is charged to 
get to the bottom of its leaks and lies and 
restore public confidence in the nuclear 

BRIAN COSGROVE, a longtime Vermont 
Yankee executive, will replac e jaythayer, 
the guy who lied to state regulators. 
Meanwhile, Entergy rehired its longtime 
lobbyist GERRY morris. Morris’ firm was 
dropped last year when Entergy hired 
MacLean, Meehan and Rice to be its 
eyes and ears in Montpelier. 

Cosgrove and Morris are quite a duo, 
with a strong track record of getting the 
job done for Entergy under the Golden 

Together they successfully lobbied 
the legislature to store Yankee waste in 
dry casks along the Connecticut River. In 
return, Vermont got a few million bucks 
to fund clean-energy development and 
remediate the state’s lakes and streams. 
Ironic, eh? 

Department of Public Service 
Commissioner DAVID O'BRIEN told a House 
panel that Entergy would need to do 
something "miraculous." 

Reuniting Cosgrove and Morris sug- 
gests Entergy is getting ready to throw 
that “Hail Mary" pass. 

VY Vote 

The Vermont Statehouse isn’t the only 
place where Vermont Yankee’s future 
will be debated. Fourteen Vermont 


GOT A TIP FOR SHAY? SHAY@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


communities will also chime in on the 
nuke plant’s future. 

Last year, 36 Vermont towns passed 
nonbinding resolutions to shut down 
VY in 2012 and ensure Entergy fully 
funds the plant’s decommissioning. 

A similar resolution will appear on 
ballots in Bristol, Brookfield, Cabot, 
Cambridge, Danville, Huntington, 
Jamaica, Montgomery, 

Moretown, Peacham, 

Sharon, Thetford, 

Rockingham and Winooski. 

“Most of these people are 
not 'activists’ but just regu- 
lar folks,” noted Dan DeWalt, a former 
Newfane selectman who helped spear- 
head last year’s Town Meeting Day reso- 
lutions. “They are doing something that 
is not that easy for them to do simply 
because they believe that it is the right 
thing to do.” 

It may be the “right thing," but the 
selectboards in Fayston and Bellows 
Falls refused to place the measure on 
the ballot. Why? They found the ques- 
tion “not germane” to town business. 

Perhaps not, but remember: The 
Connecticut River may flow south, but 
prevailing winds drift north. 

Take My Website, Please! 

No matter how hard he tries, 
Brattleboro’s LAWRENCE auclair, 67, can’t 
find anyone to take over his website at 
www.evacuationplans.org. 

Auclair’s site is an online reference 
library focused on one key subject: 
Vermont Yankee. In fact, when a recent 
website outage at the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission rendered inac- 
cessible a key environmental report 
where VY confessed to having under- 
ground pipes leaking tritium, Auclair 
posted the document on his site so the 
public could still read it. Many thanks, 
Lawrence. 

For Auclair, the site is a labor of love; 
he earns no income from it. 

“I’ve tried many times to get someone 
to take over this website, but no takers,” 
said Auclair, who launched the site in 
March 2003. 

It exists, he says, to warn people 
“about the dangers Vermont Yankee 
presents to all of us. So many websites 
seem to exist in order to promote the 
people who create them. I’m not run- 
ning for office, or looking for a job, or 
trying to make new friends.” 

Fashion Statement 

Senate President Pro Tern PETER 
shumlin's daughter, BECCA, was caughtup 
in an NYC Fashion Week scandal after 
she and a schoolmate, REMY renzullo, 
somehow added themselves to the guest 


list at a series of fashion shows. 

The pair later asked BPCM, a lead- 
ing fashion PR firm, to let them into 
additional events in an email in which 
Renzullo pitched himself as the "styl- 
ist" of “future first lady of Vermont” 
DEB shumlin. He even put in a link to 
Shumlin's campaign website. Nice 

BPCM quickly unraveled 
pilIH the charade and the news 
llll'H made a big splash on the 

national gossip blog Gawker. 

No mention of the fact 
that Shumlin and his wife are currently 
separated. 

Lights, Camera ... Cut! 

eliminate 55 of the state’s 300 boards and 
commissions, hoping to save $700,000. 

On the cutting-room floor is the 
Vermont Film Commission, which could 
save the state about $170,000. 

The commission has attracted 
roughly $60 million in film-related 
spending since its inception in 1996, 
including $4 million in 2010, said 
Executive Director JOE bookchin. The 
tigers didn’t ask about that. 

"They asked me some very basic 
questions about our funding sources, 
and that was it,” said Bookchin. 

Also slated for elimination is the 
Public Oversight Commission, saving tax- 
payers a whopping $80,000. The POC is a 
citizen panel that advises the Department 
of Banking, Insurance, Securities and 
Health Care Administration on hospital 
spending — both in terms of annual bud- 
gets and large-scale construction such as 
Fletcher Allen’s Renaissance Project. 

In fact, it was during a POC process 
that Fletcher Allen was caught mislead- 
ing the state about the project’s cost. As 
a result, top FAHC execs were hauled 
into federal court; one served jail time. 

Why eliminate the POC? Because it 
would also save the applicants money 
and hassle, the report said. 

Rawwr. © 
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A U.S. Supreme Court Ruling May Protect 
Vermont’s Campaign-Disclosure Laws 


BY ANDY BROMAGE 

T he dark cloud hanging over 
the U.S. Supreme Court 
may have a silver lining for 
Vermont. 

A lesser-known sec- 
tion of the recent decision on 
corporate spending in elections. 

Citizens United v. Federal Election 
Commission , could nullify one 
of the main arguments in a sepa- 
rate federal lawsuit seeking to 
overturn what’s left of Vermont’s 
campaign- disclosure laws. 

The same lawyer behind the 
controversial Supreme Court c 
Bopp Jr. of Indiana, is challenging Vermont's 
campaign finance laws in U.S. District Court in 
Burlington. Bopp has made a career of fighting 
federal and state laws that regulate campaign 



POLITICS 




advertisements. Vermont Right to 
Life argues that its donors prefer 
to remain anonymous and that 
disclosure rules are too onerous 
for low-budget political groups. 

In the lawsuit, Vermont Right 
to Life states its desire to finance 
advertising campaigns and mass 
mailings attacking Democrats 
running for governor — specifi- 
cally state senators Doug Racine 
and Peter Shumlin — without 
identifying who paid for them, 
either in paper filings or in the ads 
themselves. Separately, Vermont Right to Life 
wants the court to get rid of a $2000 cap on 
contributions to political action committees, 
or PACs, that spend money on a candidate’s 
behalf. 


FINANCE ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS ATTACKING 
DEMOCRATS RUNNING FOR GOVERNOR 


spending, and secured the precedent-setting 
2006 Supreme Court ruling in Randall v. 
Sorrell, which threw out Vermont’s strict limits 
on what candidates could raise and spend in 
elections. 

The newest federal lawsuit, brought by 
Bopp through the conservative Vermont Right 
to Life Committee, is a multipronged attack 
on Vermont's already weakened campaign fi- 
nance laws. The lawsuit seeks to overturn state 
statutes requiring political committees such as 
Right to Life to make public the names of their 
donors and the amounts they spend on political 


The implications for this year’s governor’s 
race are significant: Lt. Gov. Brian Dubie, the 
presumptive Republican nominee for gover- 
nor, is a favorite candidate of Vermont Right to 
Life, which has spent thousands of dollars on 
Dubie’s behalf in previous elections. 

But the recent high court ruling may have 
the power to keep such activities transpar- 
ent. Assistant Attorney General Eve Jacobs- 
Carnahan, the lead lawyer defending the s 
against Vermont Right to Life’s challenge, says 

DISCLOSURE LAWS »P.17 
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UVM’s Recession Strategy? 
Bigger Classes and More 
Undergrad Teaching 
Assistants 


S tudents at the University of Vermont 
are discovering that the junior sitting 
next to them in American Lit could 
be the same person grading their 
quiz in American Political Systems. 
In response to growing class sizes, the 
UVM College of Arts and Sciences (CAS) is 
supplying beleaguered pro- 
fessors with undergraduate 
teaching assistants (UTA). 

Individual departments 
have offered students peda- 
gogical opportunities in the past, but the 
new initiative is larger and less structured. 
Critics of the program say undergraduates 
aren't up to the task; supporters claim 
teaching is the best way to learn. Either 
way, it looks like students at UVM will have 
to get used to the idea of their classmates 
assessing their academic performance. 

Last April, amid budget-cutbacklashes 
and heated debates about increased en- 
rollment, the CAS announced a new initia- 
tive called "The Undergraduate Teaching 
Fellows.” With an approximately $80,000 
budget, the program pays for about 50 TAs 
who earn between $10 and $12 an hour. 
Eight departments with class sizes in the 
100- to 250-student range have used these 
funds to employ UTAs. Traditionally, 
graduate TAs are employed to do similar 

The presence of UTAs is “going to 
become a routine part of how business 
is done here,” said George Moyser, chair 
of the political science department. He 
noted that the department was initially 
concerned about having undergraduates 
take on responsibilities that typically fall 
to graduate students. "That is why we ap- 
proached it cautiously and conservatively," 
he said. According to Moyser, who is gen- 
erally enthusiastic about the program, the 
TAs in political science are mainly respon- 
sible for administrative duties and some 
grading. Exactly what that entails is left to 
the discretion of the professor. 

Academically prestigious universities 
such as Brown, Wesleyan, and Cornell all 
have some form of undergraduate teaching 
program. These colleges also have setcon- 
crete parameters and guidelines for how 
the young teachers are selected, trained, 
supervised and used in the classroom set- 
ting. At Cornell, for example, students are 
required to take a semester-long course 
before they can become physics TAs. The 
course admits students with an interest 


HH 


in teaching physics as a future career and 
focuses on pedagogy and teaching phi- 
losophy, the program also offers peer and 
faculty support to students currently em- 
ployed as TAs. 

At UVM, basic guidelines are still in 
the works. They’re in draft form, actually. 

The preliminary document 
recommends that students 
have the necessary academic 
background in the subjects 
they teach and that instruc- 
tors hold regular meeting with TAs outside 
class. It also suggests appropriate tasks for 
undergrads: proctoring exams, assisting 
in grading papers, leading small weekly 
discussion groups and helping write exam 
questions. 

“I think what we need to figure out is 
the variety of ways people are using TAs ... 
Once we get a handle on what faculty and 
students need to make the program the 
most beneficial ... we will come up with 
some workshops,” said CAS Dean Eleanor 
Miller. She said she doesn’t expectthe pro- 
gram to grow beyond its current $80,000- 
a-year budget. 

In the meantime, though, most of the 
TAs interviewed for this story said they got 
their jobs without speaking to anyone face 
to face. What about supervision? While 
Dean Miller expressed that “it would be 
unusual for a faculty member not to check 
over things" such as quiz and test grades, 
there are no rules in place to ensure that 
happens. 

One currently employed TA, who 
wished to remain anonymous, admitted, 
"Being an undergrad, I feel a bit under- 
qualified for the position and am hoping 
that these students don’t get gypped out of 
a meaningful class.” 

Zoe Chapman is a UVM senior and 
was a TA last semester 
“Introduction to Religion 
— a class that more than tripl 
tween 2008 and 2009. Mainl 

“The quizzes were short answer, occa- 
sionally fill-in-the-blanks, so a fair amount 
of judgment was involved ... There were 
some judgment calls, definitely,” she said. 
Although Chapman found the position 
personally rewarding, she thought the re- 
lationship between students and professor 
was lost in the larger 


Comparative” 
uly, she graded 
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Disclosure Laws « m 

the Supreme Court’s decision undermines 
her opponent’s case. 

The widely criticized 5-4 decision in 
Citizens United allows corporations to 
spend unlimited sums on ads attacking 
individual candidates. On the question 
of disclosure, however, the court ruled 
8-1 that laws that force PACs to report 
who’s funding them — such as the statute 
Vermont Right to Life wants thrown out — 
are in fact constitutional. 

Jacobs-Carnahan says the ruling is 
“totally analogous" to questions at issue 
in the Vermont case and will bolster her 
argument. 

Cheryl Hanna, a constitutional law 
professor at Vermont Law School, agrees 
that the Citizens United ruling weakens 
Vermont Right to Life’s antidisclosure 
arguments. "If you have a free market 
approach to the first amendment, then 
consumers — in this case, voters — need 
information," Hanna says. 

On February 6, both sides in the Right 
to Life case filed motions for summary 
judgment that ask U.S. District Judge 
William Sessions III to decide the case for 
them without going to trial. 

Meanwhile, back at the Statehouse, 
Democratic candidates for governor 
are calling for overhauls of Vermont’s 
campaign-finance laws in response to the 
Supreme Court ruling. Shumlin and two 
other Senate Democrats announced legis- 
lation that would impose new restrictions 
on so-called independent expenditures 
by corporations, labor unions and other 
political groups. 

Independent expenditures, such as 
those that bought the infamous Swift Boat 
ads run during the 2 004 presidential elec- 
tion, don’t go directly to candidates but 
often promote messages that support one 
candidate or attack another. Corporations 


have been banned for a century from di- 
rectly funding such ads, but the Supreme 
Court ruling lifts that prohibition. 

Vermont law already requires politi- 
cal ads to bear the name of their sponsor, 
usually at the bottom of a print ad or at 
the end of a radio or television spot. But 
Shumlin wants even more transparency, 
such as requiring television ads to carry 
a CNN-style ticker bearing the names of 
their sponsors, or requiring radio ads to 
be interrupted every 10 to 15 seconds to 
identify who paid for them. 

Shumlin says his bill would also require 
the secretary of state's office to setup a da- 
tabase so that within 24 hours of a politi- 
cal media buy, details about who paid for 
the ad and who funded its sponsors would 
be publicly available online. As it stands 
now, the candidates running for governor 
and other statewide offices aren’t required 
to disclose their fundraising totals until 
August 5, just weeks before voters must 
pick a candidate in the primary election. 

“We want to inform the public about 
who’s paying the bill,” Shumlin says. 

Secretary of State Deb Markowitz, also 
a candidate for governor, wants to adopt 
rules that would require shareholder ap- 
proval of any corporate-funded political 
ad campaign — a measure aimed at pre- 
venting a few corporate executives from 
influencing elections with their compa- 
nies’ fortunes. 

Democratic candidate MattDunne, the 
Google executive and former state senator, 
has called for limiting spending by corpo- 
rations that do business with the state of 
Vermont He also thinks candidates for 
statewide office should be required to dis- 
close their personal financial interests, the 
so-called "Douglas standard.” 

The Dubie standard? The presumptive 
Republican candidate has yet to weigh 
in.® 


UVM « p.,s 

In the past year, UVM’s religion de- 
partment lost two of its eight tenure- track 
positions. “Intro” sections that were tra- 
ditionally capped at 43 students are now 
capped at 130. Each of these three sections 
has been paired with an undergraduate 
teaching assistant 

"This is a challenging time for the reli- 
gion department as it attempts to address 
increasing demand for religion classes. 
The department is in a process of evaluat- 
ing the relationship between their aims 
and the reality of the much larger teaching 
environments,” said Kevin Trainor, religion 
department chair. 

Other departments are trying to invent 
new ways to accommodate the highest 
enrollment rates in university history 


without hiring more faculty. There’s a risk 
involved: studentdissatisfaction. 

Juliet Critsimilios, a sophomore at 
UVM who took a political philosophy 
course in the political science department 
last semester, wasn’t impressed with her 
TA. "He had to grade our homework, send 
us emails and actually write the exams 
... When we all had questions about our 
poor performance on the first exam, our 
professor basically blamed the TA,” she 
said. "The majority of responsibility was 
entrusted to him, and that was, in my eyes, 
unfair both to him and to the students." ® 
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NEW NEWS? 

After reading "We've Got News" 
[January 27], I came away thinking 
that if this interesting group of online 
journalists could find a way to pool their 
resources and work together, they’d 
pretty much have what most people are 
looking for in a local news source these 
days. Throw in the Vermont Journalism 
Trust consortium idea, and we might 
just be witnessing the next generation 
of journalism in Vermont. 

Stephen Mease 
WILLI STON 

Stephen Mease, a former editor 
at the Burlington Free Press, is 
the public information and news 
director at Champlain College. 


QUESTIONABLE "FACT” 

I am writing in response to the last 
"Facing Facts” in the January 13 issue of 
Seven Days. You write, “Texting on a cell- 
phone may have caused a head-on colli- 
sion that killed two young men last week 
on the Burlington Beltline. The message? 
Outlaw this dangerous activity now.” 

To date, the cause of that accident is 
unknown, and an investigation is still 
ongoing. It may very well turn out that 
texting was the cause, but that has not 
yet been determined. Reporting that it 
"may” have been the cause is not good 
journalism, and is particularly inappro- 
priate for a column c ailed "Facing Facts.” 
The only fact we know so far is that this 
was a tragic accident that took the lives 
of two young men and it isn’t fair to 
use this accident to make a point about 
texting when you have no evidence that 
texting was involved. 

I think it is disrespectful to the 
families of the victims for you to be re- 
peating unsubstantiated rumors. If you 
had waited a little longer for the actual 
facts to come out to write this, you could 
report what the facts really are. 

Leah M. Jones 
MONTPELIER 


POOR PORTRAYAL 

I was disappointed by Shay Totten's 
portrayal of the secession candidates’ 
January IS press conference ["Fair 
Game,” January 20]. Despite Shay’s as- 
sertion, neither Dr. Naylor nor anyone 
else “blamed the Jews”; instead, they 
critiqued Israel’s repression of the 
Palestinians and the way the American 
government aids and abets those atroci- 
ties through billions in military aid. To 
equate such criticisms with “blaming 
the Jews” (the subtext, of course, being 
antisemitism) is both misleading to your 
readers and insulting to all those who 
have been victims of real antisemitism. 


Seven Days is generally a great paper; I 
hope Mr. Totten will apologize for his 
deceptive statement, and look forward 
to reading fair accounts of Mr. [Dennis] 
Steele’s campaign in the future. 

Matt Cropp 
BURLINGTON 
Cropp is Dennis Steele’s 


OUT OF AFGHANISTAN 

President Karzai’s fraudulent election 
is indeed a setback for the U.S. occupa- 
tion of Afghanistan [“Vermont’s Peter 
Galbraith Calls U.S.-Afghan Military 
Mission a ‘Quagmire,’” January 13]. But 
the lack of a credible client regime lies 
with the occupation itself rather than 
mistakenly supporting Karzai. 

Obama’s war strategy is a mix of 
reliance on Afghan government forces, 
counterinsurgency, and payoffs and alli- 
ances with warlords and tribal leaders. 
The surge now puts 100,000 troops, 
mercenaries and about $100 billion for 
2010 into the war. It is unavoidable that 
bombing people and supporting cor- 
rupt, thuggish warlords begets hostility 
toward the occupying forces and cata- 

Putting aside rhetoric about devel- 
opment, women's rights, democracy 
and the “war or terror," the U.S. strat- 
egy for Afghanistan since arming the 
Mujahideen against Russia in the 1980s 
has been shaped by the goal of installing 
a pro-U.S. government. The real mission 
is projecting U.S. power into oil- and 
gas-rich Central Asia. 

Galbraith knows a lot about such cal- 
culations. The New York Times reported 
in November that Galbraith’s cheer- 
leading for the ethnic partitioning of 
Iraq and his role as adviser for Kurdish 
interests in constitutional negotiations 
positioned him to potentially earn $100 
million or more through his relations 
with a Norwegian oil company jockey- 
ing for business in northern Iraq. 

The Vermont Guard deployed to 
Afghanistan are unfortunately sent to 
extend U.S. imperial reach. The rest 
of us don’t have anything to gain from 
continuing the war, either. Rather 
than arguing about how to rescue and 
prolong the occupation, we should be 
demanding the immediate withdrawal 
of U.S. forces. 

Paul Fleckenstein 

BURLINGTON 


YOU CANT WEASEL OUT OF IT 

As an animal lover, I’m gratified that Red 
Square “loves weasels.” Too bad they don't 
know that their [January 27] ad actually 
features a prairie dog. Can I recommend 
the New England Guide to Mammals? 

Sean Parkyn 
SUDBURY 


Seven Days picked up 
a few awards in the 
New England Newspaper 
and Press Association's 

"Better Newspaper Contest" 

last weekend in Boston. 


Seven Days staff videographer 
Eva Sollberger won a first- 
place award for her “Stuck in 
Vermont” on the sheep shearing 
school, which, incidentally, was 
the only video that “medaled” in 
that category. 

Ken Picard won first 
place in government 
reportingfor his story 
on Ed Flanagan, first place for health 
reportingfor his depressing cover story 
on pan flu, second place in social- 
issues feature reportingfor his story on 
torture survivors and third place in 
environmental reportingfor his story 
on the owner of a Milton junkyard. 




Cathy Resmer and Don Eggert 
won second place for overall weekly 
newspaper website. What’s Good; 
The Students’ Off-Campus Guide ; 
to Burlington won a third- place 
award for niche publications. 

Other winning Vermont 
newspapers included: 

• Addison County Independent 

• The Stowe Reporter 

• Vermont Woman 

• Waterbury Record 

• Brandon-Pittsford Reporter 

• The Barton Chronicle 

• Bennington Banner 
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On March 2, Burlington voters will decide 
whether the city should continue using 
Instant Runoff Voting to elect the mayor. 

To help you get a handle on what's at stake, 
Channel 17/Town Meeting TV and Seven Days 
are teaming up to host a televised public 
debate on IRV. Representatives from the pro 
and con camps will take questions from a 
media panel that includes WCAX reporter 
Bianca Slota, John Briggs of the Burlington 
Free Press and Shay Totten of Seven Days. 
ChanPellTs Jess Wilson will moderate. 
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GIMP Project Celebrates 
What’s There, Not What Isn’t 

BY LAUREN OBER 


H eidi Latsky wants you to stare at her 
dancers. The dancers themselves want 
you to look. Go ahead. You know you 
want to. One of them doesn’t have an 
arm or kneecaps. Another has only four 
fingers. Still another lacks legs. The sight of 
missing body parts makes you feel slightly 
uncomfortable. Yet their movement is hyp- 
notic. rhapsodic, sensual. You're in conflict. 

That’s exactly how you’re supposed to 
feel while watching the GIMP Project, the 
most recent work of New York-based dancer/ 



bodies. Some trained as dancers 
for years. Others are new to the 
craft. The result is an arresting 
and boundary-breaking por- 
trayal of just what the human 
body can do when given the 
opportunity. 

Latsky knows what it means 
to be “other” in the dance 
community. When she began 
dancing at 20, she was told she 
was too old to be taken seriously. Instead of 
heeding the naysayers, Latsky kept practic- 
ing and, about seven years after her first 


professional gig, landed a 
spot with the renowned Bill 
T, Jones/Arnie Zane Dance 
Company. 

In her six years there, 
she worked with dancers 
of all sizes and looks, an 
I experience that upended 
1 her traditional view. Later 
man named Lisa 
Bufano approached her seeking a choreog- 
rapher. Bufano, whose legs and fingers were 




amputated after a bacterial infection in her 
early twenties, performs using prostheses 
and stilts. Latsky calls her experience with 
Bufano "profound.” "What excited me was 
her extreme vulnerability and her ability 
to be very present," she soys in a phone in- 
terview. “It brought a lot of richness to her 
performance.” 

Latksy began to think of pieces that in- 
volved people with different types of limbs, 
and the GIMP Project evolved. The company 
features eight dancers of different body 



Vermont Artists Address 
Valentines to the White House 


BY ALICE LEVITT 


mothers get a bit testy when their and painter MICHAEL DAVID JEWELL, former 


w partner. 


S child first brings home a 

Not Vermont artist DELIA ROBINSON. 
Whenshe talks about Callie Thompson, 
her daughter Eli’s "sweetheart," her 
adoration is obvious. “She is an unending 
source of great ideas,” says Robinson of the 
young poet and visual artist “Every 
idea she’s ever had is just brilliant.” 

Robinson is especially enthusi- 
astic about Thompson's latest brain- 
storm: a Facebook group 
called “Love Letters to 
Obama.” Troubled by 
what she calls “the same 
unempowering, unhelp- 
ful cycle of complaining” 
that has always plagued 
leaders of the free world, 

Thompson decided to 
take action. As Robinson 
puts it, “She believes, like 
I do, that Obama is really 
an exceptional man. If we 
encouraged him, it would 
help him get his groove 
back.” 


Tex.-b 


Thompson put i 
call t 


HELP HIM GET HIS 
GROOVE BACK. 


the president a Valentine by February 14. 
Robinson headed to her computer and 
started designing on Photoshop. When 
Seven Days spoke to her lost week, she had 
already sent Obama three heart-covered 
missives using a hodgepodge of antique 
archival cards, personal photos and images 
of the president 

Robinson quickly got other Vermont art- 
ists to share the love, including Waterbury 
gallerist and artist AXEL stohlberg. poet 


NOIart doyenne HARRIET WOOD {yep, 
73-year-old is on Facebook), sculptor 

LOCHLIN SMITH and his wife MARIETTA RHYNE, 

and painter and cartoonist ROBERT WALDO 
BRUNELLE JR. 

majusiak. former manager of 
the late Frog Hollow Gallery in 
Middlebury, packed six snowballs 
in heart shapes, cradled them 
in tree branches and snapped 
a photo she sent to 
Obama. MAGGIE NEALE, 
best known for her dyed 
silks, produced perhaps 
the most avant-garde 
Valentine. Her roughly 
heart-shaped card is 
cracked and torn and 
painted with splashes 
of red and pink. It reads, 
“HOPE/ HEART/ 
HEALING/ in mending 
the cracks/in country 
capital confidence.” 

Of the 210 members 
of the group (as of press 
time), one may prove 
particularly helpful — a 
White House staffer 
who prefers to be known simply as Adam. 
Robinson says she's counting on him to tell 
the president about the efforts and affection 
of a group of artists who wish him the best 
this Valentine’s Day. © 


¥ 

IF WE ENCOURAGED 


. DELIA ROBINSON 
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( Want to send the president a 
Valentine? Search for " 
to Obama* at www.facebook.com. 




I t’s folly to try to predict the future. 

That’s Burlington travel ’ 

Brookes’ take-away from witnessing 
Indian meteorologists’ attempts to fore- 
cast the arrival and course of the annual 
monsoon. The same conclusion applies to 
Brookes’ new book based on that experience, 
Thirty Percent Chance of Enlightenment. 

Brookes’ schooling in the "futility and 
vanity" of prophesying began in 2001 with 
a phone call from National Geographic. The 
magazine’s editors wanted to know if he 
would write a piece on weather forecasting. 
Brookes was keen to do it, having been smitten 
by Alexander Frater’s 1991 bestseller Chasing 
the Monsoon. Besides, National Geographic, 
which had just published Brookes' account of 
hitchhiking across North America, pays really 
well and pampers its writers with perks. 

Brookes began his research atop Mount 
Washington in a midwinter hurricane. He 
accompanied a meter reader who checks 
weather conditions “the old-fashioned way: 
by going out into diem.” 

Exciting stuff — and soon Brookes was off 
to mysterious and maddeningly bureaucratic 
India, He had prepared to follow in Frater’s 
footsteps by emailing the head of the India 
Meteorological Department (IMD), Dr. R.R. 
Kelkar, for guidance. The weather guru was 
cryptically noncommittal. But he didn't say 
no, which Brookes took to mean yes. 

Upon landing in Mumbai, however, “I 
knew immediately I was out of my depth,” 
Brookes recalls in an interview at Champlain 
College, where he teaches writing and di- 
rects a student/faculty publishing venture. 
Brookes had never been east of the Czech 
Republic. A combination of walloping heat 
and cross-cultural incomprehension made 
for a discomfiting introduction to India. And 


Kelkar, it turned out, had actually meant “no.” 
His underlings had instructed the overseer 
of the IMD observatory in Trivinandrum, 
where the monsoon mokes landfall, to have 
nothing to do with Brookes. 

His original mission dashed, Brookes im- 
provised. He had already grown disillusioned 
with weather forecasting, seeing it, at least as 
practiced in the U.S., as an expensive obses- 
sion that feeds fears of the natural world. 
Besides, Kelkar and company would prove to 
be wrong in their monsoon predictions. 

The story morphed into an India trav- 
elogue focused on what Brookes came to 
regard as “the miracle of water.” National 
Geographic never did publish the piece, and it 
took Brookes two years to rework it. He also 
couldn’t find any alternate outlets. 

So he self-published Thirty Percent 
Chance of Enlightenment with support from 
the Champlain College Publishing Initiative. 
Brookes is hopeful it will sell well enough 

place quirky works with the 2-year-old pub- 
lisher. “Maybe it will be the start of something 
major,” he suggests. "You never know.” © 


■ Enlightenment by Tim Brookes. 
Percentage Possibility Publications, 212 
pages. $18. Available at Bear Pond Books in 
Montpelier, Vermont Book Shop in 
Middlebury, Briggs Carriage Bookstore in 
Brandon and Phoenix Books in Essex, as J 
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Dear Cecil, 

My question is about the 
Myers-Briggs personality 
assessment. Is it just an 
example of modern-day 
snake oil sold by corporate 
soothsayers? Or does it 
really work? Certainly a huge 
industry has built up around 
this test. If it needs to be 
debunked, you're just the guy 

I ’m of several minds about this 
one — possibly as many as 16 
minds, the number of person- 
ality types the Myers-Briggs 
people claim to be able to dis- 
tinguish based on a 93-question 
"instrument,” or test, as the simple 
folk call it. My INTJ (Introversion- 
Intuidon-Thinking- Judgment; 
"intuition" is abbreviated as "N" in 
M-B parlance) side says the whole 
thing is rubbish and I ought to 
jumponitwi til both feet.MyENFP 
(Extraversion-In tuition-Feeling- 
Percepdon) self figures, what 
the hell, it’s harmless and maybe 
even useful. I can’t decide, and I 
sure can’t keep all the four-letter 
personality-type labels straight. So 
we’ll let the different aspects of my 
psyche speak for themselves using 
the simplified Straight Dope per- 
sonality code, which employs only 
two letters, so as not to confuse the 
OM, or ordinary mope. 

Fi rst, an overview from the AK 
(Anal Know-it-all) Cecil: Nothing 
about the origin of the Myers- 
Briggs Type Indicator, or MBTI, 
inspires much confidence. The 
o test was developed stardng in the 
S 1940s by the mother-daughter 
£ team of Katherine Briggs and 


Isabel Myers with the goal of 
sordng people based on Carl 
Jung’s theory of psychological 
types. The best that can be said 
about the Swiss psychiatrist’s 
ideas is that they were ingenious 
— he made no attempt to validate 
them via experiment. Briggs and 
Myers, for their part, had no ex- 
pertise in psychology other than 
what they picked up from Jung 
and in consultation with people in 
the testing business. Nonetheless, 
the MBTI began attracting pro- 
fessional attention in the 1960s, 
and Consulting Psychologists 
Press (now CPP) began publish- 
ing it in the 1970s. After that the 
thing took off. 

My DL (Droning Lecturer) 
side continues: Myers and Briggs 
claimed their test could categorize 
people based on four either-or 
sets of characteristics, or dichoto- 
mies: Extraversion-Introversion, 
Sensing-Intuition, Thinking- 
Feeling, and Judgment-Perception. 
The premise of the MBTI is diat in 
each set, you fall into one category 
or the other. For example, you’re 
ei tiler an extrovert or an introvert. 


You can’t be a mix 
of both, and your 
personality doesn’t 

My CA (Cold- 
eyed Analyst) self 
thinks this is a du- 

Common sense 
suggests that a 
trait like extrover- 
sion/introversion 
is a continuum. We 
all know people at 
the extreme ends 
of the scale, but 
most of us probably cluster near 
the middle. What’s more, how 
outgoing we are depends partly 
on the situation. Me, I’m a laff riot 
when I'm out with the smart-ass 
guild, but you won’t get a word 
out of me in a room full of insur- 
ance salesmen. Sure enough, 
when people take the MBTI mut- 

them to flip-flop from one side of 
a dichotomy to the other, usually 
on traits where their initial score 
pointed only weakly in one or the 
other direction — in other words, 
where things could have gone 
either way. 

My inner AD (Amiable 
Doofus) interjects: So what if 
MBTI categories aren't as defini- 
tive as the Myers-Briggs people 
claim? Tendencies toward extro- 
version rather than introversion, 
thinking rather than feeling, and 
so on are real enough traits af- 
fecting the way we deal with the 
world. Sure, maybe the MBTI 
pigeonholes aren't all that scien- 
tific, but they give us a handy way 
to talk about important personal- 
ity differences. 

Besides, adds my VR (Voice 
of Reason) self MBTI types cor- 
respond reasonably well with the 
basic personality traits identified 


by more scientific researchers. 
Collectively known as the five- 
factor model, these traits conve- 
niently form the acronym OCEAN: 
openness, conscientiousness, ex- 
troversion, agreeableness and neu- 
roticism. One study suggests the 
MBTI Extraversion-Introversion 
scale matches up statistically with 
the spectrum of extroversion in 
the five-factor model, and the 
Sensing-Intuition scale does like- 
wise with openness. More modest 
relationships were found between 
the Thinking-Feeling scale and 
agreeableness and between the 
Judging-Perception scale and 

The CR (Cheerful Realist) in 
me now begins to understand the 
marketingbrilliance of the MBTI. 
Two things are at work. First, as 
the above research suggests, the 
MBTI evidently tests something, 


even if it isn’t exactly what the 
Myers-Briggs people think. 
Second, the MBTI accentuates 
the positive. No matter what you 
score, you’re a winner: an ISFJ is 
a protector, a ENFP a champion, 
an ENTP an inventor, and so on. 

Does your MBTI type tell your 
boss what kind ofjobyou’dbebest 
at? I wouldn’t go that far. On the 
other hand, does taking the test 
and discussing the scores make 
for an entertaining team-building 
exercise? You bet, and that’s un- 
doubtedly why human-resources 
types love it. What’s not to like 
about an assessment that tells you 
you're a born healer, mastermind 
orfield marshal? Conversely, who 
wants to take aboringfive-factors 
test and be told he’s a disagree- 
able, neurotic slob? 
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HACK IE | A Vermont cabbie's rear view 
BY JERNIGAN PONTIAC 


Her Man, Brake 


y mom’s favorite is Bonnie Raitt. 

1 mean, so much that she named 
■HI me after her. You guys knew 

I VI that,ri 6 ht? " 

III "I always thought she’s cool, 
your mom.” 

"Yeah, she is, isn't she? And, you 
know — that’s not something I would 
ever think, let alone admit, just a few 
years ago.” 

Thethreeyoungwomen in thebackof 
my cab were chatting about the musical 
preferences of their respective parents. 
Sitting shotgun next to me was a tall, 
good-looking guy, with short, curly black 
hair and a rangy, athletic build. His dark 
eyes, I noticed, were piercing and intel- 
ligent, like those of a high-flying raptor. 
The two of us boys were eavesdropping 
on the conversation among the women, 
exchanging smiles at the funny parts. 

”1 remember once — I must have 
been, like, 10 — a Phil Collins song came 
on the car radio. I turned to my mom 
and said, ‘What’s this?' She says, ’That’s 
Phil Collins, honey.’ I’m, like, ‘No, Mom 
— I mean, like, what kind of music is it?' 
'Oh, I see what you’re asking,’ she says. 
‘Sweetie, it’s soft rock.’ And, I’m, like, 
‘Oooh — I like soft rock.’” 

Everyone laughed at the sweet story. 
This isjustanicegroup of people, I thought 
as we headed over to the Riverwatch 
Apartments off Riverside Avenue. So 
many people, young and old, seem so 
bitter these days about, well, everything. 
Forget about the swine flu — the anger 
bug may prove the more dangerous af- 
fliction of the modern age. Perhaps the 
more contagious, as well. By contrast, 
this circle of friends had a relaxed cama- 
raderie about them that was a pleasure 
to experience, if only as their cabdriver 
on a short hop down the road. 

"So, Valentine’s Day is in a couple 
weeks,” said the girl sittingin the middle. 
She had high, rosy cheekbones and, on 
this frigid night, was wearing a bright- 
green fleece ear warmer imprinted with 
a UVM logo. "Another opportunity for 
Todd to totally let me down.” 

"Bonnie, you know what I think,” 
said the friend sitting to her left, directly 
behind me. This girl was compact and 
feisty, with short, spiky brunette hair. A 
thick woolen scarf was wrapped around 
her neck and extended above her chin, 
giving her the look of an extremely cute 
Mutant Ninja Turtle. "We’re too old to 
put up with guys like that anymore. It’s 
one thing when we were, like, still in 


college. But those days are over, sister. 
You deserve a man you can, like, count 

“I know you’re right,” Bonnie said, 
"but he’s, like, so pretty. I just can’t 
help myself. Oh, my God — what have I 
become? Am I, like, that shallow?" 

"Bonnie, don’t you be listening to 
Caitlin," the girl to her right said, speak- 
ing up for the first time and placing a 
hand on Bonnie’s thigh. She was Asian 
and looked utterly adorable in a puffy 
white down jacket with a fur-lined hood 


sigh. “Of course, that's a whole other 

"Hey, you,” Blake said, pivoting in 
his seat to gain eye-to-eye contact with 
Amy. "Your parents can call me anything 
they like.” The two lovers smiled at each 
other in a way that lit up the whole ve- 
hicle. “Anything," he repeated. "I don’t 
mind one bit.” 

We found the entrance to Caitlin’s 
apartment at Riverwatch, their hang- 
out spot for the evening. Blake said, “Go 
ahead, girls — I got this one.” The women 


THEY ALL LAUGHED, AND CAITLIN SAID, “SURE, AMY - IT’S 
SO EASY FOR YOU TO SAY. YOU BAGGED YOURSELF THE 
PERFECT GUY. AND DON'T THINK WE RE NOT JEALOUS.” 


that framed her face. “Todd’s a good 
man, maybe even husband material. You 
just keep working on him, girl. He’ll get 

They all laughed, and Caitlin said, 
“Sure, Amy — it’s so easy for you to say. 
You bagged yourself the perfectguy. And 
don’t think we’re not jealous.” 

I watched a big smile spread across 
Amy’s face as she reached forward to 
give my sentmate’s shoulder an affec- 
tionate squeeze. He smiled, too, and cov- 
ered her hand with his. She said, “Blake, 
are you ready for the party at my folks’ 
tomorrow night?” 

“You bet, honey,” Blake replied. “I 
love hanging out with your parents. 
They’re a trip.” 

“Well, they love you. It's so funny, 
though, the way my mom keeps calling 

“Yeah, that’s great. Her accent does 
seem to get stronger whenever she talks 
to me. What’s up with that? And your 
dad, what does he call me — ‘Flake’? 
That’s what it sounds like, anyway. Am 
I being paranoid? I know I’m not exactly 
the Korean doctor or lawyer they had 
penciled in for you.” 

“I gotta talk to that guy. I mean — he’s 
not even trying! Don’t take it personally. 
I know deep down my dad really likes 
you. Not that he’s actually going to show 
it. I mean, God forbid.” Amy paused to 


exited and Blake counted out the fare. I 
said, “You’re a lucky man. Your girlfriend 
seems like a honey.” 

Blake glanced out the window to see 
the girls entering the building and said, 
“Don’t think I don’t know it, man. Look 
what I picked up today.” He reached in 
his coat pocket and extracted a small 
paper bag. Inside was a little white box, 
just the size and shape to hold an en- 
gagement ring. 

“Wow! Good for you, brother. Does 
she know about it?” 

"Well, we’ve talked, but she’ll be sur- 
prised. I was thinking about Valentine’s 
Day, but I don’t want to wait two weeks. 
So I’m gearing up for this coming week- 
end. I figure I’ll have her over for a ro- 

“Oh, that’s perfect. Good planning. 
Jeez, what about her parents?" 

“Tomorrow night I plan on talking to 
her father when I get the chance. I mean, 
her family is nothing if not traditional. 
So, wish me luck.” 

“You know what. Brake?” I offered 
with a grin. “I don’t think you’re really 
gonna need it.” 0 
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THE 20/20 CHALLENGE 

ONE SNOWBOARDER'S QUEST TO HIT 20 VERMONT RESORTS IN 20 WEEKS 


W hen I started snowboarding, 
I never thought I’d want to 
ride park. Which is to say, 
I’m a wimp, I value my dental 
work, and I have always associated terrain 
parks with 14-year-old boys who look like 
wealthy hobos and would consider me on 
a social par with their grandmothers. So 
the fact that I was brimming with excite- 
ment about my lesson at Carinthia, Mount 
Snow’s dedicated terrain peak, camesome- 
what as a surprise to me. 

Carinthia, the resort's showpiece, 
opened in 2003 to rave reviews from 
shredders of all disciplines and boasts 
125 freestyle features in eight parks. The 
names of the parks read like an "American 
Gladiators” roster: Titanium, Nitro, 
Inferno. Clearly, this was not a place for 
someone like me. But I liked the challenge. 

My Carinthia instructor/lifeguard for 
the day was Tommy Burke, Mount Snow’s 
youth snowboard team coach. Burke 
spends his days teaching little grommets 
how to go big, while not busting their bits 
on an up-down rail or a cannon box. 

Luckily for me, Burke is a gentle, polite 
25-year-old who smiles often. He is not a 
snowboard brah who only cares about his 
own stoke. I might be blowing up his but- 
tery spot here, but Burke is a niceguy (even 
though he’s from New Jersey). 

As we rode up the Nitro Express for our 
sweet jib sesh, Burke pointed out notewor- 
thy structures of Carinthia. In addition to 
its many custom-made rails and boxes, the 
terrain park features natural obstacles — 
rainbow trees, wall rides and rock jibs — as 
well as recycled pieces such as propane 


cloud of flashy shred heads. Predictably, I 
was the only one wearing my pants around 
my waist. Burke headed down Nitro, the 


followed. All 
categorized by 
where we were headed, is about a 3T — 
toddler sized. 

As we carved our way down Nitro 
toward Lower Titanium, Burke occasion- 
ally stopped to show me a feature. On one 


Then it was my turn. I grinded the box 
and ollied one jump, then another. Burke 
[ling. So was I. Hannah Teter and 


"just to get a feel for getting off the ground. 

I am embarrassed to admit that I had n< 
idea what he was talking about. 

Before we got to Grommet, Burke put Kelly Clark felt me breathing dc 
on the brakes right above a flat box — a necks. Nine down, 11 to go. © 
rectangular steel frame with a top made of 
slick plastic, so skis and snowboards ju 
slide along it. He told me I was going 
to try this feature. Eek. 

Burke, who is self 
taught, laid out the 
technique step by step: 

Make a couple of setup 
turns before the box, 
square up to the entry, bend 
your knees, ride onto the box 
and slide right off. If I g 
wobbly or I felt like I w 
going to make it to the end, 

Burke said, I should just 
ride through it. 



Burke’s lesson left me feeling confident. 


told me I’d just done a 50/50 grind. I w 


things that might break me in two. 

We disembarked from the lift and into a beaming. I slayed that box. But we had 
tore to learn, so it was off to Grommet. 
This park is a basic practice area with 
e rails, boxes and small jumps, where 


nall/medium park under the lift, and I the consequences of screwing up are low. 


Carinthia are Before I attempted any more sick-nasty 
Grommet park, tricks, Burke showed me how to ollie. Since 
my board has all the flex of a steel girder it 
was a little tricky to get the pop needed to 
leave the ground. But I figured it out. 

Burke showed me how to hit jumps and 
work a progression. His demonstration 
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WORK | Vermonters on the job 




New England’s 
West Coast 
Guardian 


L ouis Coleman describes his job as “one of the best-kept secrets in g ul .| 
the Coast Guard.” And, judging from his office view overlooking 
Burlington’s harbor, it’d be hard to argue with him. 1 

Not that Coleman, the officer in charge of the U.S. Coast Guard °® 
Station Burlington, spends much time behind a desk, or on solid coas< 
ground. Just outside his window stands a fleet of small- and medium- 
size craft ready to launch within 10 minutes of an emergency call from 
anywhere on Lake Champlain, from Whitehall, N.Y., to the Canadian border. 

Since 2008, Coleman has essentially been the lake's top cop, commanding the 
25 Coast Guard personnel responsible for most of the law-enforcement, search- 
and-rescue and buoy-maintenance operations on the water. Though most recre- 
ational boats are in dry dock for the winter, Coleman and his crew remain on the 
water, or ice, all year round. 

From May through October, Coleman can often be found on one of the sta- 
tion’s two 25-foot response boats, checking boater registrations, doing safety 
inspections, looking for drunk drivers and rescuing stranded boaters. His people 
also oversee regattas and boat races and set up the safety perimeter around 
Burlington’s annual Fourth of July fireworks display on the waterfront. In early 
spring and late fall, Coleman’s “ANT,” or aids-to-navigation team, does main- 
tenance on the 170 buoys, beacons and lighthouses that guide travelers up and 
down the lake. In late fall, scores of buoys must be fitted with ice-proof hulls to 
protect them through the winter. 

This time of year, Coleman tends to focus on ice rescue. According to him, 
Burlington is the only Coast Guard station outside the Great Lakes with an 
ice-capable rescue unit, and its members train constantly. This year, the station 
added a second ice-rescue boat to its fleet, now based at Crown Point. Driven by a 
stern-mounted propeller similar to those of the air boats used in the Everglades, 
the ice boat can sail across water or ice at high speeds. 

Coleman, 41, grew up on a farm near the ocean in North Hampton, N.H., and 
began working on charter boats as a kid in Rye Harbor. Throughout his 18-year 
Coast Guard career, he’s never been stationed outside New England, and he says 
he’d stay put in Burlington for another 18 if he could. 

"It's a beautiful place, and the people here in Vermont are really friendly,” he 
says. “This is a dream job; it really is.” 


SEVEN DAYS: What's the bulk of your 
work during the warmer weather? 

LOUIS COLEMAN: It’s recreational 
boating safety. Just making sure people 
have the required safety gear, that they 
have the right placards on board, that 
their boat's OK to be on the water. 
People say, “Why’d you pull us over? 
We weren’t doing anything wrong.” It's 
a safety check; that’s all it is. We’re not 
out there trying to arrest people or ruin 
everyone’s boating day. It’s just proac- 
tive search and rescue. 


SD: What's the biggest problem you 
encounter? 

LC: The small paddle crafts — canoes 
and kayaks — because people will be 
out there, bring one up on the beach 
and go walk around or whatnot, and 
then that boat drifts out on the water 
... So then we respond to that [call] as 
though someone fell out of the boat, and 
we launch everything. We don’t know 
how that boat got there. Worst-case 
scenario is we’re looking for a person in 
the water. What makes it hard is when 


[a boat] isn’t registered ... We encourage 
people to get some kind of contact info 
on these boats — owner, phone number 
— so at least we can call someone and 
say, “Hey, your boat’s over here." 

SD: What was your involvement in 
the Crown Point bridge demolition? 

LC: When they decided to implode the 
bridge, we set up the safety zone. Our 
initial concern was that people would 
drive across the ice [to get across] ... 

Then everything froze, and then our con- 
cern grew even bigger because people 
wanted to go out on the ice and watch 
[the demolition] ... My fear was that 
you’d have a lot of people on the ice, the 
bridge goes in the water, there’s a ripple 
effect and the ice becomes unstable ... 

But the weather cooperated; between 
the fog and the rain, the ice got thin. So 
not a lot of people went out there. 

SD: How frequently are you called on 

LC: This year’s been quiet so far ... 
Normally, [we get] one to two cases 
per year and about one fatality per year 


SD: What’s your recommendation for 
people going out on the frozen lake? 

LC: We don’t encourage anyone to go 
out on the ice, ever. No ice is safe ice ... 
People have this misunderstanding that 
we can hop into our truck and drive out 
on the lake [to rescue them]. We can’t 
... The primary rescue asset on an ice 
rescue is a helicopter, and Air Station 
Cape Cod is the closest [one]. 

SD: How quickly can they respond? 

LC: They can be on scene in about two 
hours, assuming they’re not busy on the 


SD: What does that mean for someone 
who's gone through the ice? 

LC: If you’re in the water, you’ve got 20 
minutes, at best, life expectancy ... So, if 
people do go out on the ice, we encour- 
age them to have a plan. Have a radio, a 
life jacket, and a way to get yourself out 
of there. Because the ice doesn’t freeze 
uniformly. It never does. © 



Jay Peak’s received more than 3 feet of snow in the past IO days and is buried in the most 
snow in eastern North America. Remember, Vermonters and folks with season passes 
from other resorts ski and ride for just $47 — even on weekends and holiday weeks. 

Just show your VI driver’s license, pass or id. Come take a look for yourself. 

We’re very impressive. 



Past Perfect 

Art collector and preservationist Brooks Buxton aims to save Vermont, one piece at a time 





L iving abroad for 40 years will 
change a man, even a dyed- 
in-the-wool, sixth-generation 
Vermonter. 

J. Brooks Buxton began what he calls 
“my corporate career” in management 
with CitiBank and concluded as presi- 
dent of Conoco Arabia Inc. and director 
of Conoco Middle East Ltd. Over those 
four decades he lived in Beirut, London, 
Riyadh, Tripoli, Tunis and Dubai. 
Buxton traveled frequently and exten- 
sively. He learned Arabic. He educated 
himself in both the quotidian affairs of 
the region and its lengthy, storied past. 
And he amassed a stunning collection of 
artwork. 

Yet, “once a Vermonter, always a 
Vermonter,” says Buxton’s sister, Carlynn 
Farr, of Burlington. “With all his travels, 
Brooks returned home. I think he appre- 
ciates it more than we do.” 

Perhapsso. When Buxton retired from 
ConocoPhillips in 2003, he moved back 
to the town where he started: Jericho. 
Since then, in an elegant, light-filled 


home with a valley view, he’s spread out 
his collection. And he’s established him- 
self as a one-man force to be reckoned 
with when it comes to preserving mate- 
rial relics and more elusive memories of 
our state’s rich past. 


In Buxton’s home, his foreign acqui- 
sitions — among them gorgeous 19th- 
century albumen photographs from the 
Middle East, Chinese ceramics and a 
Paleozoic-era trilobite from what is now 
Morocco — mingle companionably with 


American paintings, decorative arts, 
heirloom furniture and hundreds of art 
and history books. 

But if the mix offers clues to the tra- 
jectory of his life, the Vermont landscape 
paintings and antiques speak to Buxton's 
beloved avocation — you could even call 
it a mission. 

Now 75, Buxton remains an avid 
collector and, more importantly, a 
benefactor who regularly gifts Vermont 
institutions artwork, books, histori- 
cal documents and other ephemera. A 
recent example: four town maps by John 
Johnston, Vermont surveyor general in 
the early 1800s, given to the University 
of Vermont’s Special Collections library. 

“Brooks has been very generous to 
us over the years,” says director Jeffrey 
Marshall, who’s been there for 22 of 
them. “Many of his collecting interests 
coincide with ours, so we’re happy when 
he finds something that he knows is ap- 
propriate. We also really value his advice 
and deep knowledge about books and art 
in Vermont,” Marshall adds. 

Not that all of Buxton's gifts are 
Vermonti ana. Amongthe numerous items 
he has bequeathed to Special Collections 
are two experimental books created by 
British earthwork artist Richard Long; 
one is composed of handmade papers 
containing mud from rivers around the 
world. When President Barack Obama 
received the Nobel Peace Prize last year, 
Buxton gave the library a signed, limited 
first edition of President Jimmy Carter's 
acceptance speech at his own Nobel cer- 
emony in 2002 — an item he’d picked up 
at Bauman Rare Books in New York City. 

Whatever the donation, “The stan- 
dard is very high,” notes Buxton, a firm 
believer in intellectual and aesthetic 
rigor. “I’m emphatic about that." While 
the remark may make him sound elitist, 
it’s just that he wants the very best for 
the library and museum at UVM — from 
which he graduated in 1956 — as well 
as for the state’s historical repositories. 
The quality of his gifts, he asserts, “keeps 
on raising the standards in the state.” 
Buxton adds, “I hope that years from 
now students will remember that they 
saw an important piece at the Fleming 
or in Special Collections, and they’ll 
become donors themselves.” 

But the possibility of shaping future 
philanthropists is not Buxton's sole mo- 
tivation. He is simply passionate about 
history. His knowledge is sophisticated 
and encyclopedic, but his evident delight 


n sharing it 

s almost childlike. Even 
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I hope that years 
from now students 
will remember 
that they saw an 
important piece at 
the Fleming or in 
Special Collections, 
and they’ll 
become donors 
themselves. 

BROOKS BUXTON 


tions. Buxton should 
know; he can rattle off 
the respective merits of 
dozens of world muse- 
ums — from Khartoum 
to Houston — with the 
familiarity of one who's 
really studied their 
collections. 

Youwouldbeshocked, 
he says disapprovingly, 
to see the number of 
pieces of early furniture, 
items of decorative and 
folk art, and documents 
that have "slipped away” 
— probably from the 
hands of cash-strapped 
Vermonters who sold 
what they could to get 
by. Buxton seems de- 
termined to get back 
as much as he single- 
handedly can. And fellow 
auction-goers ought 
not to be fooled by the 
white-haired gentleman 
in the wheelchair, with 
his warm brown eyes 
and gracious r 
Buxton is 
contender. 

"After looking at an 
auction catalog or in- 
ventory, he goes in with 
the organization’s needs 
in mind," says Mark 
Hudson, executive di- 
rector of the Vermont 
Historical Society, 
where Buxton is a 
trustee. "He has such a 
tremendous knowledge, 
you know when he’s do- 
nated something it has 
importance historically 


Carlson, circa 1927 

when giving directions to his house, 
Buxton can’t help including delicious 
footnotes about the historic buildings, 
farms and businesses one will pass 
along the way. He is fiercely protective 
of the state’s collective memory of itself. 


And, notes Hudson, 
while many individuals 
give artifacts to the VHS, 
“going to auctions on 
our behalf is unique." 

It’s part and parcel 
of Buxton’s style of 
philanthropy, though, 
it' by John F. Sometimes a cash con- 

tribution is called for. 
But he’d rather give 
it specifically for the 
conservation of objects or paintings or 
a historic-preservation project, explains 
Janie Cohen, executive director of the 
Fleming Museum. The restoration of 
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an 1885 portrait of Frederick Billings 
for UVM is just one example. Buxton 
has been on the museum’s board since 
2002. But even in the 1990s, when he 
was either in London or Riyadh, "when- 
ever he came home,” Cohen recalls, "he 
always wanted a gallery tour." 

“The ways he’s been involved with 
us are diverse,” Cohen says. “Brooks 
loves the Fleming building and helped 
to lead a fundraising effort to restore the 
Marble Court. He helped us do research 
when we did the [Lake Champlain] 
Quadricentennial show. He heads the 
facilities committee on the board.” 
Buxton has also donated artworks to the 
Fleming, including a pair of abstracted 


landscape paintings by Montreal/New 
York painter Louise Belcourt and arti- 
facts from the Middle East. 

Cohen calls Buxton “very worldly, 
very cosmopolitan, but very Vermont.” 

B uxton may have left ConocoPhillips, 
but the word “retired” doesn’t 
describe his level of activity since re- 
turning to Vermont. For one thing, he 
maintains an independent, internation- 
ally based consulting business, Buxton 
Mideast, Inc. that advises on oil- and 
gas-development projects. “We’re cur- 
rently working on a major, $12-billion 
export refinery in Saudi Arabia," Buxton 
notes. "There are a lot of economic, legal 
and management issues in the early 
stages — particularly legal parameters — 
to be worked out." 

And then there are his boards. In 
addition to the Fleming and the VHS, 
Buxton serves as trustee for the Jericho 


Historical Society, the Jericho Cemetery 
Association, the Friends of the State 
House and — his latest cause — Green 
Up Vermont. If environmental activ- 
ism seems like an anomalous interest, 
Buxton points out rather tartly that 
Vermonters have always cared for their 
land. “Why is it that Vermont is the way 
it is today?” he asks rhetorically, an- 
noyed that anyone would think being 
“green” is a new concept. “My father 
would say, ‘Explain to me this organic 
food „. it’s what we all did!”’ 

Buxton’s love of the land partially 
accounts for his attraction to early 
Vermont landscape paintings: “They’re 
marvelous records of what Vermont 
looked like" 100 or more years 
ago, he says. Aside from their 
obvious attributes — no power 
lines, highways or big-box stores 
— the images convey a harmoni- 
ous, if sometimes hardscrabble, 
relationship between humans and 
nature. Paintings in his possession 
such as James Hope’s 'Wedding 
Cake House” (c. early 1850s) and 
Sylvester Phelps Hodgdon’s “Hay 
Fields" (1866) exemplify this pas- 
toral ideal. 

“The works in the Buxton col- 
lection contribute significantly 
to our understanding of Vermont 
as place and idea,” writes artist 
and publisher Glenn Suokko in 
Pastoral 10. The latest issue of 
his Woodstock-based biannual 
magazine is devoted exclusively 
to Buxton’s artwork. "I wanted 
to do a feature on Brooks because 
he is doing a lot of things for the 
state,” Suokko says in a phone in- 
terview. "His collection is very in- 
spiring.” Suokko first met Buxton 
at a historic-preservation eventthat was 
featured in Pastoral several issues back. 
The two met up again at the dedica- 
tion of the Frederick Billings portrait 
at UVM — the namesake of the former 
Billings Library, Suokko explains, is the 
great-great-granduncle of his wife, Ann 

Though the Pastoral feature focuses 
on Buxton’s historical pieces, his ardor 
for the past does not keep him stuck in 
it. His personal collection also includes 
contemporary pieces by, for example, 
Wolf Kahn and Claire Van Vliet, and a 
striking minimalist work on paper by 
the Belgian artist Jean-Marc Louis. 
Buxton owns several works by master 
printmaker Bill Davison and has become 
pals with the former UVM professor. 

Davison recalls the day they met, 
some five years ago. “Brooks had 
been on a trip to Montreal with Janie 
PAST PERFECT » R32 
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[Cohen] to see an art show, and appar- 
ently on the way back he told her he 
wanted to collect Vermont artists who 
make prints,” he says. "Shortly after that 
we arranged a meeting at his house. I 
took a portfolio and a couple of framed 
pieces. He bought four for his own col- 
lection and one for the Fleming.” 

Davison was surprised, “since 
Brooks’ collection is primarily about 
landscape.” But, he notes, one of his 
pieces is “a record of duck hunting on 
Lake Champlain. Another is about the 
British Museum — I think that's what he 

The men bonded, Davison believes, 
because they’re both native Vermonters — 
who discovered their parents had known 
each other. “We had hunted and fished in 
the same areas of Chittenden Count}'” he 
says. “And Brooks also went to UVM." 

Davison remembers with a chuckle 
leaving Buxton’s house through the 
garage and seeing some modern mas- 
terpieces by such artists as Cy Twombly, 
Robert Rauschenberg and Jasper Johns. 
Sure, they’re just exhibition posters of 
the works. But they’re in the garage, 
framed and neatly arranged on the walls. 
“I said to myself, ‘I can’t let this guy go 
from my posse of friends,’” Davison says. 
‘“He’s too unique.’” 

T hat Buxton is a paraplegic seems 
almost irrelevant It’s impossible 
not to notice that he’s in a wheelchair, 
of course. Yet Buxton exudes such 
capability and — there’s no other word 
for it — indifference to this condition 
that he puts others at ease about it. He 
has no truck with anything like pity, and 
accepts such help as he does need, like 
an occasional chauffeur, with equanim- 
ity. “My lifestyle is different now, being 
in the chair,” he allows. “But it doesn’t 
matter; you can still do things.” 

Indeed. Buxton has been on a safari 
in Ethiopia and traveled alone to India, 
among other international excursions, 
since a rare nontrauma spinal-cord 
injury in the early 1990s left him para- 
lyzed from the chest down. But if he 
brushes off the effects of his disability, 
he doesn’t mind telling the story of how 
it happened. 

Buxton was simply sitting at his desk 
in London when two discs ruptured at 
once. The only warning was some earlier 
back pain, which a doctor had written off 
as “normal business-traveling-man bad 
back,” he recalls. Buxton underwent two 
significant surgeries, “but the damage 
had been done." He spent five months in 
the hospital and rehabilitation. Typically, 
rather than dwelling on his own twist 
of fate, he mentored the other patients. 
“Spinal-cord injuries are most common 
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Fellow auction- 
goers ought not 
to be fooled by 
the white-haired 
gentleman in 
the wheelchair, 
with his warm 
brown eyes 
and gracious 
manners: 
Buxton is a 
tenacious 
contender. 

in young, active men,” Buxton explains. 
“A number of them were soldiers or in 
the police force.” 

He soon learned that these men were 
generally dismissed from their jobs, left 
with few prospects and no safety net 
Buxton also quickly discovered how un- 
accommodating Britain was to people in 
wheelchairs. He was spurred to action, 
and began advocating for the men he met 
— “Why couldn’t they take a desk job?” 
he’d demand of employers. He wrote let- 
ters. He protested at venues that lacked 


access. At one theater, Buxton recalls, “I 
bought tickets and then just sat there, 
blocking the traffic, until the manager 
came out and apologized because I 
couldn’t get in. People would come up 
and thank me." 

Buxton took his outrage all the way 
to Parliament, where he became known 
for his efforts “to improve employment 
and education,” he says. He also contrib- 
uted to spinal-cord-injury research in 
London. “The U.S. and Canada are way 
out in front on rehab and reintegration,” 
Buxton declares. 

“When Brooks had his surgeries and 
ended up in a wheelchair, it was very 
traumatic for all of us,” says his sister. 
"But it didn't stop him — he's been all 
over.” Farr fondly recollects visiting 
Buxton in London with her husband 
and two children. “Brooks took us to the 
museums, restaurants, everywhere," she 
says. “He’s very independent.” 

Back home in Vermont, Buxton wheels 
easily around a tastefully appointed and 
spotlessly clean house designed by his 
niece, Lori Buxton Myrick. Her inspira- 
tion for the structure, he explains, was the 
farmhouse in Marshfield where several 
generations of Buxtons grew up. Though 
built in 2003, the house has high ceil- 
ings and classic architectural details that 
suggest a much earlier vernacular. And 
despite the step-free exterior, generous 
doorways and spacious halls, the house 
does not shout “handicapped accessible.” 
Built into a hillside, it has stairs for guests 
and a discreet elevator for Buxton. 

Mostly, though, the house looks like 
a mini-museum of artworks, books and 
handsome furniture. There are well- 
burnished tables, chests, sideboards and 
chairs, manyofthempasseddown through 
the family. “My parents and grandparents 


were aware of good Vermont furniture,” 
Buxton says. “Mother would always oil it 

F amily memories loom large at the Old 
Mill in Jericho, where Buxton’s father 
was once employed by the E.W. Bailey 
Grain Co. A vintage photo of the place 
now hangs in his foyer. Buxton grew up 
in the house next to the mill, along with 
his older brothers, Freeman and Ronnie, 
and his little sister, Carlynn. Buxton likes 
to talk about outdoor explorations in 
the area — long before Joe’s Snack Bar 
became a seasonal institution nearby — 
and skating on die pond in the winter. 
Carlynn says her “very bright” brother 
was fascinated by history even then. 

On a recent cold night, though, he’s 
focused on another kind of story. As 
program chair for the Jericho Historical 
Society, which is housed in die Old Mill, 
Buxton is playing host to a standing- 
room-only crowd that has come to hear 
Mark Breen talk about the "vagaries of 
winter” past and present. It’s not clear 
whether the attendees are fans of the 
“Eye on the Sky” meteorologist, ob- 
sessed with weather, or simply eager to 
hear anything related to their hometown 
hero, Wilson “Snowflake” Bentley. It 
doesn’t matter to Buxton, who’s tickled 
at the big turnout. 

Before Breen begins his presentation, 
armed widi slides, charts and a laser 
pointer, Buxton gives a few introductory 
remarks. Appropriately, given the venue, 
they are filled with historical anecdotes. 
Buxton, who can take multiple detours for 
such details and remember to come back 
to the subject at hand, is in his element. 
And he hasn’t a qualm about publicly 
chiding Breen for using highways as refer- 
ence points when forecasting the weather 
on his Vermont Public Radio show. 

If they insist on saying “north or 
south of Route 4,” he worries aloud, will 
Vermonters forget the place names of 
their own geography? Is “Eye on the Sky” 
a GPS service or a weather service? The 
indulgent smile on Breen's face suggests 
he’s heard the admonishment before. 

Buxton tells the audience that Breen 
has driven two hours from St. Johnsbury, 
a town whose name inspires him to 
another volley of Vermont history. Its 
Fairbanks Scales (now the Fairbanks 
Museum) was one of the state’s first 
global companies, he reports. 

Like all great collectors, perhaps, 
Buxton shows us the truth of William 
Faulkner’s dictum: “The past is never 
dead. It isn’t even past” “If only Mr. 
Fairbanks were still around,” Buxton 
tells his audience almost wistfully, “he 
surely would have loaned Mark his pri- 
vate train coach for the trip.” © 
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for opportunities for future 
transactions.” 

J. Parke Wright, a 59-year- 
old Florida cattleman with 
family ties to Vermont and 
connections with the Castro 
brothers, also believes ad- 
ditional deals can and will be 
made. Wright helped broker 
the cow and milk sales as 
well as the 2008 baseball 
diplomacy trip by Vermont 
and New Hampshire Little 
Leaguers. “ I’m always working 
on possibilities,” the Stetson- 
wearing Wright said recently 
over a round of rum and beer 
in one of the bars in Havana’s 

Confusion between a 
Cuban revolutionary hero 
and the late Jamaican 
reggae superstar is but one 
small example of the dis- 
connect between citizens 
of the United States and the 
Caribbean nation. 

Even a year into the 
Obama administration, 
there’s little sign of change 
in Washington’s 50-year 
policy of hostility toward 
Cuba. But that’s not dis- 
suading Vermonters, both 
inside and outside state 
government, from pushing 
ahead with their own ef- 
forts to normalize relations 


I n 2008, when 14 Vermont Little 
Leaguers traveled to Cuba, a few of 
them asked one of their chaperones 
why they kept spotting images of 
Bob Marley on Havana billboards and 
buildings. It was actually Che Guevara’s 
face they were seeing, says that chaper- 
one, Thetford writer Ted Levin. 

“We really need to promote some 
understanding,” says 
I * Ji\ 1 J | Levin, who notes that 
■JJlilM* it took him four tries 
and two years before 
the U.S. Treasury Department’s Office 
of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) gave 
the Upper Valley all-star squad permis- 
sion to play a series of games with two 
Havana-area teams. 


the people of Vermont and the whole 
United States.” 

Vermonters should come and see 
Cuba for themselves, Gonzalez sug- 
gests, even though travel by Americans 
remains officially prohibited in most 
circumstances. “They will find Cubans 
love the people of the United States” — 
despite the U.S. government's undimin- 
ished determination to strangle the only 
socialist state in the Americas. 

Burlington College is among the 
few institutions in the United States 
able to accept the Cubans’ open-ended 
invitation. Ten students from the small 
liberal-arts school on North Avenue are 
enrolled in a 16-week study program at 
the University of Havana. It's the third 
consecutive year that Burlington College 
will have sent students to Cuba under a 
special license granted by OFAC. 

“Getting a license is a very difficult 
process,” says Sandy Baird, director 
of the college’s international studies 
department. She persisted with the 
semester-in-Cuba initiative because 
"comprehensive study of the Americas 
requires study of Cuba. Most Americans 
don't understand the situation in Cuba.” 

Even officials at the U.S. Interests 
Section in Havana are “incredibly igno- 
rant” of what's happening in Cuba today, 
says Judy Greenberg a Brattleboro psy- 
chologist who makes a point of talking 
with American diplomats whenever she 
travels to Cuba. Most recently, Greenberg 
led an OFAC-licensed group of Vermont 


Havana Club 

Vermonters pursue opportunities in Cuba, 
embargo be damned 


with the communist-ruled island. 

Republican gubernatorial candidate 
Brian Dubie says he hopes to build on 
his success as lieutenant governor in en- 
gineering one of the few U.S.-Cuba trade 
deals of the past decade. “Absolutely, 
I think we can do something like it 
again,” Dubie says in regard to the 2005 
sale to Cuba of 74 Vermont heifers and 
4000 metric tons of powdered milk. 
“We remain engaged and are looking 


art deco-era Hotel Nacional. “We’ll be 
able to make something happen.” 

Vermont Education Commissioner 
Armando Vilaseca, a Cuban American 
who frequently visits family on the 
island, says he will cultivate high-level 
contacts when he travels there in May 
on an official visit. “For all the faults 
Cuba has, their education system is 
probably the best in Latin America,” 
Vilaseca suggests. “I want to see if there 


are opportunities for Vermont teachers 
to travel to Cuba. I want to be ready to 
get it going when the restrictions are 
finally lifted. That day will come.” 

Maybe not soon, however. 

Dubie thought he could do a follow- 
up deal involving a shipment of 4000 
bushels of Vermont apples, but the 
Bush administration stalled on issuing 
visas to Cuban fruit inspectors. And the 
Obama administration so far shows little 
inclination to unclamp the constraints 
on commerce with a country eager to do 
business with Vermont farmers. 

“The U.S. trade embargo of more 
than 45 years is something we consider 
crazy,” says Alberto Gonzalez, a spokes- 
man for the Cuban Interests Section in 
Washington, D.C.. “It doesn’t affect only 
the Cuban government and the Cuban 
people; it also affects the producers and 
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health care and social service workers 
who met with their Cuban counterparts. 
Workers at the U.S. Interests Section are 
prohibited from traveling more than 10 
miles from their desks in Havana, while 
the same limitation is applied to Cubans 
staffing their country’s Interests Section 
in Washington. "It used to be an even 
shorter distance,” Greenberg notes, “but 
it was expanded because the Americans 
wanted to go to the beach and the 
Cubans wanted to go to the mall.” 

Greenberg is one of several activ- 
ists in southern Vermont working to 
force a thaw in Washington's attitude 
toward Cuba. Brattleboro Union High 
School history teacher Tim Kipp hopes 
to take 10 students on a study tour 
to Cuba this spring. Among them is 
Kai-Ming Pu, a 16-year-old junior who 
wants to volunteer in a medical clinic. 
He recently wrote a research paper on 
“the degrading of the Cuban health care 
system partly because of the U.S. trade 

Kai-Ming telephoned OFAC this 
month with the aim of persuading of- 
ficials to give the Brattleboro group a 
license to visit. After encountering “a 
bunch of robot recordings,” he left four 
voice messages with an OFAC official 
and never heard back. 

Dan MacArthur, a farmer and con- 
struction company owner in Marlboro, 
also wants to contribute to Cuba’s medi- 
cal services. He took along a supply of 
syringes and rubber gloves on a recent 
trip — without an OFAC license. 

"The embargo and the travel ban 
are just ridiculous and so unfair,” 
MacArthur says. "It’s been completely 
counterproductive for the past 50 years. 
It hasn't worked, and no one here or 
there hasbenefitted.” 

MacArthur has visited Cuba for each 
of the past six years, usually traveling 
on an OFAC license related to medical 
relief. Working through the Vermont 
Cuba Solidarity Group in Windham 
County, he has also helped coordinate 
annual shipments of bicycles and, more 
recently, construction tools donated by 
Brattleboro-area residents and by the 
town's Brown & Roberts hardware store. 

These “friendshipments” are spon- 
sored by Pastors for Peace, a national 
group that seeks to break the embargo. 
“Their work is clearly in defiance of U.S. 
restrictions, which is one of the reasons 


we support their efforts,” MacArthur 
says. And by traveling to Cuba himself 
in violation of OFAC’s rules, MacArthur 
aims to push the Obama administration 
into ending “this absurd policy.” 

History teacher Kipp expresses a 
similar objective. By rallying local sup- 
port for the planned visit by B rattleboro 
High students, Kipp suggests that 
“maybe we can develop some political 
pressure to get Obama to stand up on 
his hind legs.” 

Political repression in Cuba is cited 
by U.S. officials as a key reason why the 
embargo remains in force. Cuba spokes- 
man Gonzalez points out, however, that 
the U.S. maintains friendly relations with 
several countries regarded as systematic 
human rights abusers. “My government 
has said it is willing to discuss anything 
with the United States — anything,” he 
declares, adding that Cuba expects the 
United States to respect its “sovereignty 
and Cuba’s positions on human rights 
and other issues.” 

Dubie says he emphasized human 
rights concerns during meetings he held 
with Cuban officials during two trips to 
the island. “I wasn’t going to refuse to 
talk about uncomfortable topics just 
to get an ag deal done,” he recounts. In 
requesting meetings with Cuban dis- 
sidents, Dubie says, he told government 
leaders that "Vermonters need to know 
I can talk with anyone in your country.” 
The meetings were arranged. "I think 
they came to respect us more because of 
our stand,” Dubie says. 

Questions about democracy and in- 
dividual freedom in Cuba seem of less 
significance to some of the Vermonters 
advocating an end to the embargo. 

Calling himself “an unreconstructed 
Marxist," Kipp, 62, says he sees Cuba as 
“the only country that has really tried 
to live up to its revolutionary ideals.” 
Greenberg seems similarly smitten with 
the romance of revolution. She recalls 
becoming intrigued by Cuba after a 
classmate at the private Walden School 
in Manhattan traveled there in the 1970s 
as a volunteer sugar-cane cutter. 

“The human rights situation in Cuba 
is so complex we really have no idea 
what it means,” she says. Limitations on 
press freedom are roughly the same in 
the United States as in Cuba, Greenberg 
finds, noting, “I’ve sat around many 
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Getting a Read 

Chris Bohjalian sells books by connecting with readers on and off the page 



narrators, one of whom claims to see 
angels, while another — a Baptist pastor 
— can barely bring himself to believe in 
a deity. In short, it gives readers lots to 
talk about. 

And Bohjalian likes talking with 
them. "I love my readers, my gosh,” he 
says. “They're really interesting! they’re 


really smart.” When we talk, he’s fresh 
from a lunchtime book signing at a 
Barnes & Noble in Paramus, N.J., and 
raving about new acquaintances he made 
there — a neonatal physician who works 
in Southeast Asia, a victims’ rights advo- 
cate. “Both of those women do work that 
is much more important than what I do, 
and it’s a real privilege to meet them," he 

Back when he published his first 
novel, Bohjalian notes, readers were 
less apt to share those personal sto- 
ries with someone they knew mainly 
as a photo on a book jacket. A lot has 
changed since then, and the author has 
been quick to use new-media tools to 
his advantage, from online video “book 


trailers" to avid Facebooking. A former 
Manhattan advertising account exec, he 
has no trouble summing up how book 
marketing has changed as a business. 
When he started publishing novels, in 
"the Mesozoic era,” Bohjalian says, “we 
depended upon two things to sell books: 
reviews and whatever print advertising 
we did in perhaps the New 
York Times Sunday Book 
Review. We've now seen 
this sort of perfect storm 
of a contraction in the 
space newspapers can al- 
locate for books — which 
has made it that much 
harder to get review at- 
tention — and the explo- 
sion of digital media and 
social networking. It's 
become really important 
for publicists to link au- 
thors up with blogs. And 
it’s become incumbent 
on authors to reach out to 

Bohjalian knows just 
how many people at- 
tended his afternoon 

between the ages of 25 
and 60 — and how many 
generally attend his eve- 
ning appearances (100 to 
200). He notes that he’s 
“inscribed sixbooksin the 
last two days to infants, 
and 1 was the first author 
event they attended.” 

While Bohjalian acknowledges that 
connecting with readers “helps boost 
sales," it’s impossible to dismiss as cyni- 
cal the two other motives he cites: an 
interest in readers’ personal stories and 


m Shaye Areheart Books. 370 pages. $25. 

23,7 p.m., at Bear Pond Books, Montpelier; 
Thursday, March 25,7 p.m.. at Briggs 

Wednesday, April 7.7 p.m.. Rutland 
Public Library. 


L incoln novelist Chris Bohjalian 
is on a monthlong book tour that 
will take him from coast to coast 
— a “rock and roll book tour,” he 
calls it in an email. But when we talk on 
the phone, he downplays those glitzy 
associations, noting that he just saw Up 
in the Air — the story of a frequent flier 
who learns the value of 
home — and experienced 
it as a "mental-health 
wake-up call. It’s all good," 
he says the film reminded 
him. “Live in the moment 
— you’re not in Haiti.” 

Right now, Bohjalian’s 
moment looks pretty rich. 

In an age when journalists 
andbloggersare constantly 
proclaiming the “death of 
literary fiction” — in the 
marketplace, anyway — 
he’s had an exceptional 
career. Over the past 22 
years, he’s published 13 
books — three of them New 
York Times bestsellers, one 
endorsed by Oprah. His 
new novel, Secrets of Eden, 
has already been optioned 
for a Lifetime movie and 
has drawn raves from 
USA Today, Entertainment 
Weekly and the Boston 
Globe. The book would 
probably sell better, he 
points out drily, if it were 
called Vampires of Eden. 

But for a novel that doesn’t 
involve bloodsuckers, teenage wizards 
or globe-trotting symbologists, it’s doing 
better than most. 

One of the secrets of Bohjalian’s suc- 
cess is that, while his books are about 
real people with real problems, they’re 
also about issues — contentious topics 
that make great fodder for book-group 
discussions. And, unlike some novel- 
ists, he seldom alienates a sector of the 
readership by coming down too hard on 
one side or the other. Secrets of Eden, for 
instance, is about domestic violence — a 
phenomenon the author is very clearly 
against — but it also poses tough ques- 
tions about the proper response to that 
violence and about the roles of spiritual- 
ity in people’s lives. The novel has four 






a sense that “it’s a huge gift to me that 
they are willing to spend some of their 
leisure time with one of my books." In 
a world of introverted scribes, this guy 
likes people. 

And he wants them to like what 
he writes. In a 200S piece in the 
Washington Post, Bohjalian recalled 
his "embarrassingly pathetic" response 
to an Amazon.com commenter who’d 
trashed one of his novels: “Wow, you 
are one of the only readers to feel this 
way — and to have such rage toward me. 
I am so sorry! Fingers crossed someday 
I don't disappoint you.” 

Reading the first section of Secrets 
of Eden, narrated by small-town pastor 
Stephen Drew, it’s hard to miss the fact 
that writers can have the same sort of 
heavily freighted relationships with 
their readers that ministers have with 
their congregants. Both people of the 
cloth and people of the pen are expected 
— rightly or wrongly — to provide their 
audiences with some kind of enlighten- 
ment, some kind of truth. 

Perhaps that’s why Bohjalian likes 
to use narrators who exhibit “varying 
degrees of reliability," as he does in 
this novel — thus suggesting that truth 
may depend on whom you ask. "I am 
fascinated by the subjectivity of truth,” 
he says. “I am interested in what goes 
on when the doors are locked and the 
shades are drawn. Good marriages and 
bad marriages are never what the world 
perceives them to be." 

But just what is a “good marriage”? 
Are people who claim to meet angels 
loony tunes or divinely inspired? Is a 
minister who stopsbelievingin God also 
a minister who’s capable of murder? 
Those are the kinds of questions that 
keep Bohjalian’s readers reading and 
talking — and his books selling. CD 


SECRETS OF EDEN: 
REVIEW 




daughter, Katie, after news of the brutal 


(Some, like Heather as a child, can’t be 
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John's Shoe 
Shop North 

4 Corners • Richmond • 434-5299 
Tues-Fri 10-5:30; Sat. 10-3 
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21 Church Street 
658-6520 
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Poet’s Retreat 

Twenty-four hours at Montreal's Hotel Nelligan make a micro-vacation 


S itting in Verses Restaurant at 
the Hotel Nelligan, a block 
from the Montreal waterfront, 
I can’t help but be aware of the 
building’s history. At the front of the 
room, plate-glass windows look onto 
rue St-Paul, framing 18th-century build- 
ings with smooth stone facades and old- 
fashioned street lamps. The occasional 
caleche, or horse-drawn carriage, clip- 
clops by; the midday winter sun bathes 
the interior brick walls, highlighting 
their salmon, cranberry and chocolate 

My husband, Ken, agrees; The place’s 
long history is comforting, malting it a 
reminder of an era when time moved 
more slowly; when sturdy-rumped 
horses set the pace, not the Internet. 
But history isn’t the reason we’re here. 
We’ve come to the Nelligan to indulge in 
contemporary comforts — including the 
best brunch in town and the perfectly 
poached eggs the white-shirted waiter 
has just set in front of me. 

Oeuf Benedictine, Fa$on Verses (Eggs 
Benedict, Verses Style) is my favorite 
starter on the two-course prix fixe menu 
($25 CAD plus tax, tip and alcohol). 
The last time I ordered it, the toast was 
spread with figs, the hollandaise infused 
with shallot juice. Today the hollandaise 
s is smooth, creamy, light, with a slight 
£ tang — but the eggs, perched atop slen- 
5 der rectangles of toast, are the stars. 

2 Surface tension holds the two white 
j“ orbs and their slightly off-center saffron 
i/i yellows in place. The eggs shimmer with 
a luster that reminds me of marble or 
silk. A single tine of my polished silver 
° fork slices the white, and the tender yolk, 
5 jarred, rolls plateward. I cut through a 
d pink strip of prosciutto, which resists my 
2 efforts ever so slightly, as does the thin, 
° dimpled toast I sigh. Two perfect eggs, 
and this is just the beginning. 

Our aim at the Nelligan — a boutique 
5 hotel known for great service, luxurious 
z rooms and French cuisine — is to eat 
2 well, escape the cold and hold the world 
at bay. With two restaurants, a bar and, 
for added romance, a poet as a name- 
sake, the Nelligan is the perfect place to 
cocoon. 



three elegant buildings. Tall windows 
define the front of the restaurant, while 
the tiled back wall streams with water. 
The bar, suffused in red light, connects 
them, and the Canadiens skate to vic- 
tory across a flat-screen TV. The place 
is packed with square tables, leather- 
backed chairs and the nervous energy 
of young, well-dressed urbanites. The 
air throbs as the DJ, wearing a tuque, 
goggles and tattoos, cues up The Rolling 
Stones, followed by The Tragically Hip. 
I smell oysters. 

The food is French brasserie fare — 
raw bar, hanger steak, grilled salmon 
— with a nod to pub food, including 
burgers and a poutine made with braised 
pork and Canadian Migneron cheese. 
My salad of arugula and goat cheese is 
decidedly French; half-inch slabs of 
creamy chevre stacked between rounds 
of yellow and red beet make a delightful 
and delicious sculpture. Eating requires 
deconstruction; in the process, I slather 
cheese on slices of fresh, crusty ba- 
guette. The loose pile of peppery greens 
with grape tomatoes and grated carrot, 
paired with a glass of Chilean Cab, leave 
me satiated. 

The burgers at Mechant Boeuf are 
said to be the best in town, and Ken can’t 
resist. The half pound of charbroiled 
beef arrives nicely pink in the center 
(even though our server told us they’re 
not technically allowed to serve beef 
rare). The juicy meat is covered with blue 
cheese, Gruyere, caramelized onion and 
two substantial slices of bacon. A warm 
onion roll contains the dense, smoky 
concoction. An English pint of Tetley's 
cream ale, with notes of caramel and a 
hoppy finish, is exemplary at its side. 

But where, I wonder, in this mix of 
burgers and dance music, jet tubs and 
penthouses, is the hotel’s namesake, 
Emile Nelligan? We locate a black-and- 
white portrait of the famed 19th-century 
poet, along with a plaque, hanging above 
a love seat in a quiet sitting area off the 
lobby. The best account of his life comes 
from the introduction to a slim volume 


TWO PERFECT EGGS, 
AND THIS IS JUST 
THE BEGINNING. 


Of the hotel's 105 rooms, more than 
half are lofts and penthouses. A winter 
promotion ($189 CAD per night through 
March 31) puts luxury within reach. Our 
third-floor nest is a loft suite, with high 
ceilings and light gray stone walls. A foyer 
separates the stone-and-tile bathroom 
from the carpeted sitting and sleeping 
areas. Modern pendant lamps and LED 
spots illuminate floor-to-ceiling win- 
dows with soundproof drapes. We have 
a gas fireplace, a Jacuzzi tub and a king- 
size bed piled with mountains of down. 

Ken turns on the fireplace, and I 
check out the minibar, stocked with im- 
ported beer and chocolates, full bottles 
of wine, and smaller, foil-wrapped 


bottles of French champagne. The hotel 
holds a complimentary wine and cheese 
reception, but we opt for a private 
celebration. 

Later, we wander down for dinner at 
Mechant Boeuf, a lively bar-restaurant 
in the westernmost of the Nelligan’s 
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Tiiiffle Trove 

MIDD NEWCOMERS START A 

CHOCOLATE BIZ 

When STEPHANIE JACKSON, 

27, and her husband ANDY, 

26, moved to Middlebury 
in January, John melanson 
of CAROL'S HUNGRY MIND CAFE 
gave the couple their first 
taste ofVermont hospital- 
ity. To thank Melanson for 
introducing them around, 
the Jacksons brought him 
homemade chocolates. 

“He said, ‘These are really 
good. Can I sell them?’” 
Stephanie recalls, and 
MIDDLEBURY CHOCOLATES Was 



The professional cinema- 
tographer and his wife are 
longtime foodies, but this 
is the first time they’ve sold 
the fruits of their labor. Now 
a month old, the company 
has a sleek website hawking 
organic truffles in flavors 
such as Traditional Salted, 
Cardamom Vanilla and 
Lemon Chevre. "We want to 
develop a lot more [flavors],” 
Stephanie says. “We really 
want to start roasting our own 
cocoa beans." Once they’ve 
developed a signature blend, 
chocolate bars and “other 
confections” will become a 
possibility, she adds. 

Those who would rather 
pLirchasein person have only 
one option for now — Carol’s 
Hungry Mind Cafe. But in 
March, the couple will open 
a downtown storefront above 
the old hydro power company. 


“It will be a chocolate and 
coffee lounge,” says Jackson. 
“It looks right down over the 

The concept is modeled 
on a business in Asheville, 
N.C., where the pair spent 
the last 10 years. "It's one of 
the things 1 miss,” Jackson 
says. “A place to sit down and 
have chocolate and a really 
strong cup of coffee.” 

A Taste 
for Charity 

EAT HAITIAN TO HELP HAITIANS 
On February 12 and 13, THE 
brewski in Jeffersonville will 
serve up island specialties to 
benefit earthquake stirvivors 
through UNICEF and the 
Vermont Haiti Project. 

Chef CHAD HANLEY is hard at 
work perfecting the Haitian 
national dish, griots, or fried 
glazed pork. Chicken will 
be served in a Creole-style 
tomato-based sauce with hot 
peppers, and steak will be 
fried with plantains. Entrees 
come with rice laced with 
veggies and ham or Haitian 
black mushrooms. There are 
corn and conch fritters, too. 

Hanley says the simple 
recipes recall dishes he 
prepared while working 
as a cook in New Orleans. 

Still, learning to prepare the 
"extreme peasant food” with 
products available in Vermont 
has been a challenge. Perhaps 
the large shipment of 8-year- 
old Barbancourt Haitian rum 
he’s received will lighten his 

There’s more to the 
event than food and spirits. 
The Brewski’s owners, DALE 
CAHILL and DARCY PURINTON, 
are musicians, and manager 
TOM MOOG has organized 
a program to make them 
proud. The 23 bands slated 
to entertain apres-skiers and 
others include SETH yacovone, 
the GORDON STONE BAND, RED HOT 

juba and the starline rhythm 

BOYS. CORBETT TORRENCE, a 

UVM and Johnson State 


Flatbread for the Folks 

SHELBURNE GETS A CREATIVE BEER-AND-PIZZA JOINT 
Gourmet pizza is a hot commodity, but pies with 
specialty ingredients can get pricey. Not at the flatbread 
factory and tap room on Shelburne Road — located 
beside bruegger's in the Shelburne Bay Plaza — which 
opened last Friday. 

"We want to be a casual, fun restaurant catering 
to everyone from couples to families," says LAUREN 
SHARFMAN.who owns the eatery with husband BRIAN 
luneau. “The flatbreads cost between $13 [and] $18.99.” 
At domino's, a large specialty pizza runs about $16.99. 

Some patrons opt for pies with comfort-food top- 
pings, such as VERMONT SMOKE & CURE Sausage Meatball. 
Or Barbecued Chicken with cheddar and caramelized 
onions. On the gourmet side, there’s a prosciutto-and- 
pear pie with Vermont butter a cheese creamery chevre. 

Besides flatbreads, the Factory offers hearty salads, 
nachos, burritos and panini, plus ever-changing nightly 
specials crafted by chef JOHN GOULD. Salad dressings, 
sauces and dough are made in house. 

Eaters can wash down the carbs with a choice of 
10 draft beers from local breweries such as switchback 
brewing COMPANY and SHED brewery, as well as lighter 
lagers including Bud Light and Rolling Rock. When it 
comes to vino by the glass, Sharfman says the goal is to 
keep the offerings simple and inexpensive: "We’re not 
trying to be fancy with the wines,” she says. “We give 
generous pours and lots of choices.” Her recommenda- 
tion: a glass of the “fantastic” house Sangria. 

The restaurant is open for dinner seven nights a 
week and serves up omelettes, pancakes and huevos 
rancheros at weekend brunch. A couple of TVs in the 
dining room and a 10-foot screen promise evening en- 
tertainment, too. Sharfman hopes to put the big screen 
to use for movie nights, such as a “girls' night out” with 
chick flicks. There will be vids for kids, too. 

“We want to be a local place,” Sharfman says. “We 
thought we’d have great prices and a really fun atmo- 
sphere so people come back often." 


College professor special- 
izing in Haiti, will educate 
customers via slide shows 
and lectures as they indulge 


Crumbs 

LEFTOVER FOOD NEWS 
If you think the James Beard 
Awards are all about restau- 
rants with white tablecloths, 
think again. Each year, the 
foundation pays tribute to a 
handful of casual restaurants 
designated as “American 
Classics." This year, al's french 
FRYS is among the honorees. 

The Burlington resto will 
be celebrated at the awards 
ceremony, which takes place 
at Lincoln Center on May 3. 


Care about dairy? Head on 
down to the BURLINGTON HILTON 
on Saturday to hear U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture Tom 
Vilsack talk milk. Sens. BERNIE 
SANDERS and PATRICK LEAHY are 
also part of the “town-hall- 
meeting”- style discussion, 
which begins at 10 ajn. 


Congrats to the VERMONT 
brownie company! Owners 

SHAWNA LIDSKY and KATHERINE 
HAYWARD defeated Bobby Flay 
in a brownie “throwdown” 
that aired last Wednesday on 
the Food Network. 

If you missed it, don't 
worry. The network’s all 


CALLING ALL 
LOVEBIRDS 



celebrate with your sweetie 
all weekend long! 


TAVERN 

HAPPENINGS: 

Wednesday, february 17th 

support the intervale! 
10% of sales donated to 
the intervale center 

Saturday, february 20th 

a taste adventure! 
craft brew & local cheese 
2-5pm • $35 

Sunday, february 28th 

aww shucks: 
an oyster extravaganza! 
5pm ‘til the oysters run out! 
$99/oyster lover 

every tuesday 

$10 double burgers 
local farms - BIG flavor 

every friday & Saturday 

live local music 
9-llpm 


DLUTOTM1 

317 riverside avenue 
burlington • 802-540-1786 
bluebirdvermont.com 
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CHEF’S TASTING MENU 
AVAILABLE 



"WHERE THE LOCALS DINE" 

1 5 Center St., Burlington 
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Lovin’ 

L’Amante 

Grilling chef Kevin Cleary 


E very winter around this time, 
Kevin and Kathi Cleary, 
owners of L’Amante on C ollege 
Street in Burlington, offer a 
five-week series of special fixed-price 
menus. Monday through Thursday, 
diners can sample three courses 
from a particular region of Italy, with 
optional (but highly recommended) 
wine pairings. 

One week the fare might be from 
the Mediterranean island of Sardinia, 
known for its seafood and spit-roasted 
meats. The next, tongues travel to 
Trentino-Alto Adige, where a pervasive 
German influence could put sauerkraut, 
dumplings and smoked meat called 
speck on the menu. Since the food costs 
just $32 per person, it would be hard to 
find a more frugal European vacation — 
for your palate, anyway. 

How did a chef from Long Island end 
up specializing in regional Italian food? 
In 1995, after six months at the New 
England Culinary Institute, Cleary went 
to Boston to do an internship at Lydia 
Shire’s innovative restaurant Pignoli. “I 
started out as a prep guy during the day. 
After about four or five months, the chef 
said, Tf you stick around for six more 
months. I’ll get you some extended 
stages in Italy,” says Cleary, referring to 
culinary internships. The offer was too 
good to resist. Cleary recalls, “I called 
NEC1 and said 1 wouldn't be coming 
back." 

In Italy, Cleary worked ata Michelin- 
starred restaurant in Imola, and then 
at a tiny place in Tuscany. Back in the 
U.S., he held various positions at Italian 
restaurants until, in 1999, he and Kathi 
opened their own in Gloucester, Mass.: 
L!Amante. In a 2001 review, Boston 
Globe restaurant critic Alison Arnett 
called Cleary’s pan-seared chicken 
"exuberantly rich” and said he made sea 
bass “sing.” 

When the Clearys sold that restau- 
rant four years later, the plan was to take 
some time off. But on a trip to Burlington, 
the couple noticed a realtor’s sign where 
the Hunan Chinese Restaurant had 


stood. “I made a call ... The landlord was 
great,” Cleary says. “That was it; that’s 
why we’re here.” 

Thank goodness for serendipity! We 


GRILLING THE CHEF 




Pignoli, Boston, Mass. (1995-1996) ; sous 
chef, II Capriccio, Waltham, Mass. (1997- 
1998); owner, LAmante, Gloucester, Mass. 
(1999-2003) 
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love dining at L’Amante, and the regional 
wine dinners are a wonderful way to 
explore Italian cuisine — made with 
many Vermont ingredients — without 
buying a plane ticket. We decided to grill 
Chef Cleary. 

How did your family eat when you 
were growing up? 

My father was a fireman, so he wasn’t 
always there, but my mom and my sib- 
lings and I would sit down at the table 
every night and have dinner. 





idea that all chefs will eat anything. I’m 
not one of those guys. 

I’ll eat bottarga [dried fish roe], A 
cheese was one of the [strangest things 
I've tried]. We were at a restaurant in 
Friuli [Italy] a couple years ago, and 

[The server] opened up this little bowl, 
and there was a lot of liquid in it She 
scooped a little bit out. It was kind of the 
consistency of Jell-O or pudding, and it 
stunk like sulfrir. Then she stood there, 


ach else [to n: 


What foods are always in your 

I always have Snyder’s [of Hanover] sour- 

coffee. Right now we have a giant block of 
cheddar. And caffeine-free Diet Pepsi. 

We have a lot of snack stuff, but 
there’s not a lot of food. We eat every 


reakfast 


■e usually go out, although w 


lash. My mother 
was a pretty good 
cook, so every- 
thing was good. 
And everything 
rotated: We knew 

having meatloaf 
and pork chops. 

We’d order 
in Chinese food 
and pizza, but we 
didn’t go out to 
eat much. Going 


casion - maybe 
that’s why I got 
into the industry. 

Back then, were 
there any foods 
you thought 

I couldn’t eat 
and now 
e them. I’d 
eat them every 
day if they didn’t 
have so much 
cholesterol. 

On the weekends we’d go to church 
and then my mom would make break- 
fast. I always had to have pancakes 
I couldn’t even stand watching mj 
family eat eggs. 

In college, eating my first egg wa: 


Name three foods that make life 
worth living. 

Sometimes I think I’m still in this 

There’s no way I’d be able to liv/with- 

Vegetables — we eat so many vegeta- 
bles, Kathi and 1. 1 just love broccoli rabe. 
I’ll eat it literally almost every night. 

There are so many foods that I 
wouldn’t want to live without, but I’d 
have to say cheese. Pretty much any type 
of cheese. 


Have you ever eaten something 
truly weird? 

To be honest, I’m not a very adventurous 
eater. People watch Anthony Bourdain 
and Andrew Zimmern [on TV] - they’ll 
eat anything — and I think they get the 
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Come to Chow! Bella 

for Lunch or Dinner 

on Valentine's Day 
11:30 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

Enjoy Mediterranean cuisine in a 
romantic, cozy setting, fine wine and 
finish with delicious Chocolate Truffles . 
Call for a reservation, 802-524-1405. 


Healthy, Local Food 
Delivered Weekly 

Trent Tour tody and Tour Community light. 


Sign Up How 

. . .L_ r. nn d Fats 


to, the Good Cot* 
Seriig Share: 
Fnimt-wnw 


Now 

Open! 


er/y NotbmgBiit Noodles) 


...as well as a great 
selection ot everyday 
cards by Vermont artists. 
And we have a Card Club- 
Buy 12, get one tree! 


APPLE 


MOUNTAIN 


Get in the 


Offer expires 2/14/10. 
Please present this ad. 
Lindt one coupon 
per customer per visit. 


Church Street 
Marketplace 
802-862-9620 


Water bury 
Factory Tour 
802-882-1240 x2264 
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^PLACE«r 


ijo Dorset Street 
The Blue Mall 
South Burlington 

■n daily u am. - 9 p 

802-318-4855 
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Usually I’ll go to the restaurant, cook 
something and bring it home. Like I’m 
not already there enough! 

If you left Vermont, what local 
products would you miss most? 

Number one would definitely be the 
cheeses, all of them. Maple syrup. 
Cavendish [Game Birds] quail. I had it 
for dinner last night. We have customers 
who come in and just want the quail. 

Of course, I could actually get all of 
these things outside of Vermont. 

If you could have any chef in the 
world prepare a meal for you. who 
would it be? 

I’d like to say Ferran Adria, but I’m not 
sure I’d be into that [style of cooking]. 
There’s this other guy in Spain that I've 
read a little about His restaurant, Asador 
Etxebarri, is in the Basque region. 

The chef's a retired arborist, so he 
researched coals — the different woods 
and how they heat — and now he has 
this little, tiny restaurant in the middle 
of nowhere, where he cooks everything 
over an open fl ante. 

You're trying to impress somebody 
with your culinary prowess. What do 
you make? 

You know, I think that some of the hard- 
est dishes to do are braises. A braise 
takes so much patience, and I think 
that shows how much you care about 
the dish. Even when you’re browning 
[the meat], you have to be really patient. 
Don’tputsomethingin the pan and start 
shaking it around. 

So anythingbraised. I think I do really 
good rabbit, lamb shanks, osso buco. I 
love short ribs; maybe I’d make those. 

Describe your best meal ever. 

I have a top five that are all really close 
to one another. Some are just really 
simple, simple meals. We’ve had some 
great meals in Piedmont [Italy]. 

But overall, Kathi and my brother 
and I went to Daniel [in New York City], 
This was probably 10 years ago or so, 
and everything about it was unbeliev- 
able. I got to go into the kitchen and 
spend 20 minutes talking to [Daniel 
Boulud], It was absolutely over the top, 
and probably the most expensive meal 
we’ve ever had. 

There are four other ones that rank 
right behind it. 

What's your favorite cookbook? 

It’s a really old, old cookbook that 
my sister-in-law gave me. It’s Italian 
[Regional] Cook ing by Ada B oni, English 
translation circa 1969. 

I’ll refer to that a lot, especially for 
[L’Amante’s series of regional] dinners. I 
don’t copy recipes, but it’s nice to look at 


cookbooks. It's more of an inspirational 
land of thing: I'll take an idea and give it 
some kind of twist. 

Name a local restaurant that you 
patronize. 

When you own abusiness, it’s important 
to support everybody, so what we try to 
do is spread it around, go everywhere — 
well, every place that’s open. It’s getting 
harder. The Kitchen Table is closed [on 
Sunday]. We've never even been to Hen 
of the Wood. [Bistro] Sauce is closed on 
Sunday now, too. 

We go to American Flatbread, 
Bangkok Bistro and Leunig’s. We try to 
pick a different place every week. We 
really like A Single Pebble. We’ll go to 
The Bearded Frog. We were there last 
weekend for a burger. 

What’s your favorite beverage? 

Wine. Any kind. It has nothing to do 
with getting a buzz. When you open up 
a bottle of wine, it changes, and then it 
changes in the glass. 

I’ve become a pretty big fan of spar- 
kling wine lately. 

What kind of music do you like to 
listen to in the kitchen? 

I let the other cooks decide, and they 
basically have rock on, or KOOL 105. It’s 
definitely more of a background thing. 

If I had a choice, 1 wouldn't mind 
listening to some jazz. 

If you weren't a chef, what would 
your job be? 

I would be in the wine trade, definitely. 
Not necessarily making wine; maybe 
working for an exporter or an importer. 

I'm taking a wine course right now 
— it's a diploma course with the Wine 
& Spirit Education Trust [based in the 
UK] — and that’s kind of all consuming. 
I pretty much taste [wine] every day. I 
have one more test in June, and if I pass 
I’ll get the diploma. 

What are your hobbies? 

I like to golf. In the summer, when it’s 
nice, I try to get out and golf about twice 
a week. It’s hard because it's a four-hour 
commitment, and summer is our busiest 
time of year. 

What’s your most embarrassing 
favorite food? 

C heez-Its. It’s so embarrassing. If they’re 
in the house, I could literally eat a whole 
box: 1 have to stop myself. They're just 
packed full of flavor! Sometimes Kathi 
will say, “I bought you a box of Cheez- 
Its.” Damn it, why? I just lost 2 pounds. 

It’s just a holiday thing now. I eat them 
on Thanksgiving and Christmas. © 


More food after the 
classified section, page 43 
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SOUTH BURLINGTON 
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plication #CU-10-03 or 
replace six (6) or the 12 
2) add three (3) 700MHz 

John Dinklage, Chairman 

South Burlington City 


CHITTENDEN SUPERIOR 
DOCKET NO. S091 5-08 


Board will hold a public 
Burlington City Hall 
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#SD-10-03 of Robert L 

dwelling 27 Birch Street 

application #CU-10-02 

home located with 1,000 


W. Burleson dated July 
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in Volume 693. Page 


2010. at 134 Main Street, 
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Home Park (the ’Park") 
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at Map Slide #429, of 

$10,000.00 to be paid 


(the! 




DATED at South Burling- 
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30 Kimball Ave„ Ste. 306 


TD Bank, the lienholder. 


TD Bank has failed to 


CHITTENDEN SUPERIOR 
Docket No. S60-10 CnC 






gate amount or $464.70, 

S407.58 which are not 
due until May. 2010. The 


as a 1992 Redman 

number 12223466 (the 
on Lot #43. Birchwood 
Park, 101 West Milton 


04243-1377. 


home from the Park. HFI 
that the Lavees had 


DATED at Burlington. 
January. 2010. 

DATED at Montpelier, 
Vermont this 19th day of 
January, 2010. 

By: Doreen Phillips, Duly 
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at the rate of $274.00 
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held within 30 days or 
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on Lot #15, 29 Bear Lane 


at the rate of $346.00 

2010 total S2.429.37. See 

action total $1,630.42. 
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WHEREFORE, HFI re- 

1. Declare that the 
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DATED at Burlington, 
Vermont this 19th day of 
January. 2010. 

Nadine L. Scibek, Esq.. n 
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WOMEN'S RAPE CRISIS 




LUPUS SUPPORT 


Center. 1138 Pine St.. 

802-488-6663 for more 

BEREAVED PARENTS 
& SIBLINGS SUPPORT 


month, 7-9 p.m. at 277 
Blair Park Rd.. Williston. 
Info. 660-8797. The 



COED SINGLES GROUP 


at csbnc27609@»aol, 


SEX AND LOVE ADDICTS 
ANONYMOUS 

help. Call Valerie. 

ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE 
AND RELATED 
DEMENTIA'S SUPPORT 


LIVING SINGLE 
SUPPORT GROUP 


SUPPORT FOR THOSE 
WHO HAVE LOVED 
ONES WITH TERMINAL 




a free PTSD Support 
Thursdays from 12:30-2 

education about PTSD. 
the NAMI office at 14 
D. Plattsburgh. For 
register, call NAMI: CV 

ARE YOU OR SOMEONE 
YOU LOVE BATTLING 
MULTIPLE MYELOMA? 


from 5-6:30 p.m. at 


again. Call Sue Farris 

SUICIDE SURVIVORS 
SUPPORT GROUP 

Street. Wallingford, 


hollyh@pshift.com. 


ance. Contact Michelle 
at 802-399-6575 or 
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northwestern VT. Open 
to all GLBTO roster and 

their children. Food. 
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month. Call Mike at 


;e.88 High Street, 

BRAIN INJURY 
ASSOCIATION OF 
VERMONT: 






MITRAL VALVE 

PROLAPSE/ 

DYSAUTONOMIA: 


(Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly) Chapter 


DEPERSONALIZATION 
AND DEREALIZATION: 

If you suffer from 

WOMEN HELPING 
BATTERED WOMEN 


SMOKING CESSATION 

Willing to kick the habit? 

Info, 864-6309. 

DOES YOUR PARTNER/ 
SPOUSE HAVE AD/HD 

(Attention Deficit/ 


Extra! Extra! 

There’s no limit to 
ad length online. 


SCLERODERMA 

FOUNDATION 


HARD-OF-HEARING 


MENTAL ILLNESSES: 


Washington St., Barre. 


802-863-2655. 


CHITTENDEN COUNTY 
PROSTATE CANCER 
SUPPORT GROUP 

Tues, 6-8 p.m. at Fanny 
Allen Hospital, lower 

LYME DISEASE 


HIV SUPPORT GROUP 

This is a facilitated HIV/ 




BEREAVED PARENT 
SUPPORT GROUP: 

the month at 6:30 p.m. 
Market Place. Main St. 


VT PARENTS OF FOOD 
ALLERGY CHILDREN 
EMAIL SUPPORT TEAM: 

MIXED GENDER COMING 
OUT SUPPORT GROUP: 

Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 


at 933-7749. 

EATING DISORDERS 
PARENTAL SUPPORT 


Advocacy. 141 Main St,. 


i. will help you 
to offer. Friday 7 p.m. 


SHOPLIFTERS 
SUPPORT GROUP 


Peter at 802-899-2554. 

OCD SUPPORT GROUP/ 
THERAPY GROUP: 


age 23 and up. Check 

TRANS SOCIAL AND 
SUPPORT GROUP: 

First Wednesday. 6:30 

meeting at R.U.l. 2?. 
(Taking Off Pounds 




FORMING A NEW 

Work? Sex? Television? 


trouble. Well likely use 

Please call Tina at 
802-763-8800 or email 
at Tmarle267201968@ 

STARTING A WOMEN’S 

Ages 45+, to meet 


or Bennye. 655-3317. or 

NARCOTICS 

ANONYMOUS 

to join. The only require- 






Kay Cromie at 655-91 


MKR27609@aol.co 


FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
SUPPORT GROUP: 

Helping Battered 
Women. 658-1996. 


WEDNESDAYS CIRCLE: 


of the mentally ill at 


DECLUTTER'S 
SUPPORT GROUP: 


PARENTS TOGETHER: 

1-800-CHILDREN for 

SUPPORT GROUP FOR 
WOMEN 

facilitated by Battered 

1-877-543-9498 for 

AHOY BREAST CANCER 
SURVIVORS: 


in Pine St. lo 


BISEXUAL. 


"HELLENBACH" 

Wednesday. 6:30 p.m. 
Middlebury. Call to 


DEBTORS SUPPORT j 

First United Methodist ■ 


SEX AND LOVE ADDICTS 
ANONYMOUS: 




needed. Call Linda at 
802-434-4423 or email: 

NAKED IN VERMONT: 

more. (ALL FREE.) Visit 


10-11:30 a.m.. King 
Street Youth Center. 

87 King St.. Burlington. 

BURLINGTON MEN'S \ 

ALCOHOLICS 

ANONYMOUS: 







I Against Domestic 
I & Sexual Violence 


Eis=&“i^£sssa 



*S££Sp 


K°S% P »V'. c i , ,T’- 


WALL ICOLDFINGER 


Experienced Technical Salesperson Wanted 

WallGoldfinger, a manufacturer of custom contract boardroom tables 
located in Vermont, seeks a dynamic salesperson to join our team. Our 
specialty is engineering and producing finely crafted, highly technical 


The successful candidate will have 1 0-1 5 years experience in either custom 
furniture sales in New York and the eastern United States, or in architecture 
as a specifier of custom contract furniture. He or she will also possess 








ass 


.2010 
APPLY NOW! 

Census Takers AND MORE! 

l< Must beU. S 5 & C?«zen r an n d ng 

61-2010 



HVAC Technician 



We offer a competitive salary and differentials for off shifts and 
weekends. This position also qualifies for our Flexible Benefit 
Program with options for medical, dental, vision, long-term and 
short-term disability, and life insurance, as well as a generous 
paid time off program. 

COME SEE WHAT WE HAVE TO OFFER!! 

We encourage qualified candidates to visit our website 
and apply online at www.cvmc.org or call us at 
802-371-41 91 for more information. 

Cr Central Vermont Medical Center 
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ATTENTION RECRUITERS: 


POST YOUR JOBS AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOBS FOR FAST RESULTS. 
OR, CONTACT MICHELLE BROWN: MICHELLE@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 



'^Spr Loan/Grant 

CHAMPLAIN R econc 'li at ' on Specialist 
COLLEGE Office of Financial Aid 

Champlain College seeks systems-oriented applicants to coordinate all 
loan and grant reconciliations. Reporting to the Director, the incumbent 
reports/reconciles the Stafford, Plus, Perkins and Alternative loans, as 
well as federal, state and institutional aid. Processes include but are 
not limited to maintaining up-to-date knowledge of any changes to 
the federal or private loan programs, establishing and maintaining 
procedures for loan processing, and certifying loans both electronically 
and manually. Set up and monitor loans, process reports and resolve 
issues with student accounts and other lenders, as well as verify and 
complete grant rosters. The successful candidate will counsel students 
and parents in regard to options they have to pay for educational 
expenses. Create correspondence notes and oversee promissorynote 
generation as well as assemble packets for mass mailings. 

A bachelor's degree and 1-2 years experience in a student account or 
financial aid office are required. The ability to be creative and think 
'outside the box' to improve processes and efficiencies is essential for 

Submit a resume and cover letter online at www.champlain.edu/hr.The 
successful completion of a criminal background check is required as a 
condition of employment Review of applications to begin immediately, 
position open until filled. 

Champlain College values, supports and encourages diversity of 
backgrounds, cultures and perspectives of students, faculty and staff. 
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


Director of Membership Sales 

Lake Champlain Regional Chamber of Commerce: 

Primary responsibilities include selling new memberships 
and promoting member benefits. Candidates should possess 
significant direct sales skills. Experience with event planning 


Please send resume to: 


Lake Champlain Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Attn: Michelle Little 
email: michelle@vermont.org I 
fax: 863-1538 
www.vermont.org 


Lake Champlain Regional 
Chamber of Commerce 



SP 


CHAMPLAIN VALLEY HEAD START 




COUNTY SUPERVISOR (Addison County): Responsibilities 
include staff supervision, managementof curriculum, lessonplans, 
child outcomes assessment and child health and family data, 
file reviews: recruitment and enrollment activities, management 
of program budgets, resources, community partnerships, 
accreditation and licensing projects Qualifications: bachelor's 
degree in early childhood education, special education, or 
related field: 3 to 5 years relevant work experience, supervision 
expenence. Knowledge and expen ence in dev el opmental ly 
appropriate early childhood practice: child outcome assessment, 
child behavior management: cumculum planning, development 
and implementation 40 hours/week, 42 weeks/year $18 25/ 
hour Health plan and excellent benefits 


56*3150. Applicants miKt'apply for positions electronically! 


telephone #803-656*3150. Applicants must apply for positions electronically. 
Paper resumes are not accepts. Job positions are updated daily. 








Sales - Online Media 
National Account Executive 


Get 

Educated.com 


Develop 


quality ai 


edia accounts for GetEducated.com, the 
nline colleges. 


Successful applicants must have excellent verbal and wntten 
communication skills: skills in documentation and record- 
keeping: proficiency in MS Word, email and Internet: exceptional 
organizational skills and attention to detail Must be energetic, 
positive, mature, professional, diplomatic, motivated and have 
a can-do, extra-mile attitude. A commitment to social justice 
and to working with families with limited financial resources 
is necessary Clean driving record and access to reliable 
transportation required Must demonstrate physical ability 
to carry out required tasks. People of color, and from diverse 
cultural groups especially encouraged to apply Please submit 
resume and cover letter with three work references by email to 
pbehrman@cvceo.org. No phone calls, please 


Skills: 

Success in phone sales / marketing 
Easy phone rapport 

Knowledge of CPI, CPM, CPU Internet sales metrics 
Brand based advertising expertise 

Dedication to client care / Superior communication / Values-based appr 

Health care: Retirement; Flex-time; Beautiful casual office; Managerial tr< 
Entrepreneurial environment. Location: Burlington, VT. Requires: Bachi 
2 years sales experience. Stellar references. Resume, letter, plus salary 
history: goldie@geteducated.com 


COPY CENTER 
PRODUCTION 
SPECIALIST 

Hard Copy, a locally 
owned copy center in 
Burlington's historic 
waterfront district, 
needs an outgoing 
person with experience 
operating high speed 
duplication equipment 
and the associated 
software. We offer 
a friendly, stable 
environment with a 
competitive salary to 
the right individual. 

HARD 


COPY 


PLEASE SEND RESUME TO 

Mark D. Kelley 
P.O.Box 729 
Williston, VT 05495 
or email to mkelley912eaol.com 



Full-Time 
Kitchen Help 

Line Cooks 

Day Cooks 

Dishwashers 

to work in a fast-paced res- 
taurant. Competitive wages 
and excellent work 
environment. 

Apply in person at: 


M EX KAll_ 
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recruiting? 


CONTACT MICHELLE: 

865-1020 x21 

michelle@sevendaysvt.com 



||||Fletcher/CSI 

Better Decisions Through Insightful Intelligence ” 

Fletcher/ CSI, a global leader in competitive intelligence, is seeking Analysts/ Consultants 

Competitive Intelligence Research Analysts: We are seeking individuals with experience in 
compiling and analyzing research materials to develop comprehensive consultation reports for clients. 
Candidates should have strong data collection, analysis, report writing, editing, and proofreading skills, 
and be capable of creating presentations for top level executives. Positions in our strategy consulting, 
health care and information technology divisions are available. Candidates with a background in 
business research and an interest in competitive intelligence are encouraged to apply. College degree 
required, 2+ years professional work experience preferred. 

Pharmeceutical/Health care Strategies Analysts: We excel in analysis for the pharmaceutical 
and healthcare industries to support clients' strategic and tactical decision making. We are 
seeking analysts to join our Healthcare Strategies division. The selected candidates will be responsible 
for data collection and analysis, working alone and as part of a team of other analysts and medical 
professionals. Our clients consist of major domestic and international pharmaceutical, biotech and 
medical-device companies. 

Sr. Analyst - Health Information Technologies: The Research Analyst in this position will be 
asked to conduct primary and secondary research. This includes in-depth, customized Diagnostic 
Benchmarking telephone interviews along with Voice of Customer (VOC) telephone interviews, it is 
expected that the analyst in this position will produce accurate research, demonstrate strong verbal 
and written communication skills, organizational skills and telephone interviewing skills. He or she 
will be expected to adhere to project deadlines, work effectively with Practice heads/research 
managers, present / lead update calls with clients and demonstrate industry knowledge, business 
concept knowledge, and research methodology expertise. All resumes must be accompanied by a 


Accounting Specialist: This position requires someone who will be responsible for keeping records of 
financial transactions, using QuickBooks. They will be required to verify, allocate and post details of 
business transactions in established QuickBooks accounts for both accounts payable and receivable. 
We are looking for someone who will take this role on as his or her own and is open to taking on 
additional responsibilities as the position grows. BS in accounting is required. 

:r letter describing applicable skills and work 


Two part-time teaching positions 


Bridge School is a 30-year-old, K-6 independent 
school of 60 children in Middlebury, Vt. Job 
requirements include experience teaching 
elementary school children and significant interest 
and passion for doing math. These teachers need to 
be lifelong learners who have diverse interests and 
skills that can be translated into classes. Working 
collaboratively is essential. 

Three letters of recommendation are required. 

Deadline for applications is February 26, 2010. 

Send to: 

Bridge School, 

1469 Exchange Street, 

Middlebury, VT 05753 


Please submit resume and ci 


:o Hiring ©fletchercsi.cc 


Join the team at Gardener's Supply Company! We 
work hard AND offer a fun place to work with 
summer bocce games, BBQs, ping-pong tournaments, 
employee garden plots and much more! We also 
offer strong cultural values, competitive wages and 
outstanding benefits (including a tremendous discount 
on plants & product!). 


Assistant Buyer 


We’re seeking an Assistant Buyer who will use their 
strong computer, analytical & organizational skills 
to support the Buyer maximize sales and profits. 
Our ideal candidate has at least an intermediate 
proficiency in Excel &Word and has the ability to 
quickly learn new systems. This person should also 
have strong communication and organizational 
skills, an affinity for merchandising process and 
product-sourcing, absolutely thrives on managing 
scores of details and playing a valuable supporting 
role. Purchasing experience is a real plus. Catalog/ 
Direct Marketing or merchandising experience is 
helpful. 

We a re an employee-owned company and 
America’s leading catalog & web-based 
gardening company! Interested? Please 
send your cover letter & resume to 
Gardener’s Supply Company, 

128 Intervale Rd., Burlington, VT 0540 1 
or to jobs@gardeners.com. 

Gardener^ 


www.gardeners.ee 





ATJCMTinM DCPDI ||TXDC- POSTYOURJOBSATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOBSFORFASTRESULTS. 
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Special Educator 

Westford Elementary School 


Half-time, long-term substitute Special Educator/CaseManager 
position available at our Westford Elementary School. Position 
is expected to be available early March, 2010, for 6+ weeks. 
Qualified candidates must hold a VT Professional Educator 

Special Educator endorsement (3-82) preferred; Elementary 
Education endorsement (1-00) with a background in special 
education also considered. 

For additional information and qualifications, or to apply, 
please visit our website at www.ccsuvt.org (click on Job 
Opportunities). Applications only accepted electronically 
through www.schoolspring.com (Job ID 32743). EOE 



P/T Coordinator for Statewide 
Substance Abuse Prevention Team 

Seeking organized, enthusiastic individual to coordinate a 
statewide Young Adult Advisory Team 

TheYoungAdultAdvisoiyTeam(YAAT) isagroup 
of young adults that serves as an advising group to the 
Vermont Department of Health and statewide prevention 
coalitions The team works to promote and advocate 
for substance abuse prevention at state and local levels, 
focusing on underage drinking, binge drinking and 
marijuana use among the young adult population 

Responsibilities: Outreach to and recruitment of young 
adults ( 18-29) . meeting facilitation, project planning and 
implementation, training, reporting, some statewide travel, 
documentation, etc. 

Minimum qualifications BA or equivalent experience 
in the prevention field Experience with Vermont's 
substance abuse prevention system at community and state 
levels, effective communication, excellent writing and 
presentation skills, experience with community organizing 
and outreach to young adult population ( 18-29 years) . 
computer and web application proficiency self-direct, 
enthusiast and fiositive attitude. 

Position: 60% of FTE with health plan and benefits 

Application Deadline: March 1, 2010 
Submit cover letter, resume, and 
three letters of reference to 
Nicole Bachand, Washington County Youth Service 
Bureau/Boys & Girls Club, PO Box 627, 
Montpelier, VT 05601 OR 
nbachand@youthservicebureau.info 
WCYSB/B&GC is an EOE 


Recreation Assistant F/T 


Burlington 

Health and I 

ehabilitation Center 


Long-term care setting looking for energetic and creative 
person to join our team. Experience working with older adults 
helpfuLResponsibilities include running group programs, 1:1 
activities, planning and documentation. Clean driving record 
and valid license. Monday through Friday with some weekend 
and evening hours. Please send resume and cover letter to Patti 
Trombley by February 22, 2010, trombley50@msn.com. 


Advanced Concert 

Tir 


Ticket Sales 




For interview call 


802-652-9629. 


Colchester 

SCHOOLS 


ADMINSTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
FISCAL SERVICES 


The Colchester School District is seeking applicants for 
the position of Administrative Assistant — Fiscal Services. 
Responsibilities include (but are not limited to) providing 
administrative support to various central office functions: 
human resources, accounts payable and finance/ accounting. 
This position would also serve as the primary backup to the 
payroll person. 


eal can didst 
*edtom XDerl 


indpnc 


will have •, 

ritizatior 
erbal anc 


s degre 


l skills. 


e poss. 


ion to detail. 
:ation skills, 
and have 


demonstrate str 

work effectively with people, excel under pres 
strong Microsoft Office skills. Experience working i 
setting is a plus 1 This is a full- tome (32. 5 - 40 hour! 
full-year position with a generous benefits package 


Interested candidates must submit a cover lettei 

Complete applications may be submitted via email 
rothk@csdvt.org, www.schoolspring.com, or by mai 
Colchester School District Attn: Katie Roth, 
P.O. Box 27, Colchester, VT 05446. 
Application deadline is Friday, February 19, 201( 
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* LUNG Burlington, VT office 

ASSOCIATION.. Posjtjon m manage speda( events from 
of\krmont recruitment to analysis, direct partnership 


1 and juggle multiple pr 


s. Employs 


B-KQf ess.i tQ.nal 
-t-isi-nd Sa 


Travel 

Consultants/Agents 

Six travel consultants/agents 
needed immediately; 
bonus/commissions. 
Part/full-time. Will tr 


recruitings 

CONTACT MICHELLE: 

865-1020 x21 
michelle@sevendaysvt.coi 

SEVEN DAYS 
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S3 Shared Equity Program 

mmm Administrator 



Central Vermont ./ 

Community 

Action 

Workforce Development Job Opportunities 
VtGREEN Energy Training Partnership 


Administrative Assistant — Responsible for providing administrative support services including maintaining and updating 
records and files according to program regulations. Qualified candidates will possess office management experience 
including computer skills, data management, ability to multitask and high degree of organizational skills. Submit cover letter 

Career Development Counselor — Provides intensive coaching and case management for individuals seeking lo establish 
career pathways for "green jobs. "This position assists individuals in identifying and assessing strengths and opportunities for 
improvement, preparing for employment and/or training, becoming employed and/or trained, and maintaining employment. 

businesses and others to co-develop training and employment strategies for participants, as well as to provide ancillary 
supports and address barriers to employment. Applicants must demonstrate proven track record of effective case 
management for individuals from a variety of backgrounds, and/or direct experience in human service provision, counseling 
or a related field. Job development/placement experience a plus. Submit cover letter and resume postmarked no later than 
February 24, 2010. 

Counselors including both direct and shared supervision with other agencies. This middle-management position requires 
an individual who Is dynamic and tech savvy with supervisory experience, as well as familiarity with Vermont's workforce 


Central Vermont Community Action Council, Inc. 
Human Resources 
195 US RT 302-Berlin 
Barre, VT 05641 
cvcachr a>cvcac.org 
Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Kitohen Shift Coordinator 


City Market is seeking a full-time Kitchen Shift Coordinator to help lead 
our growing, dynamic Prepared Foods Department. This position 
is responsible for supporting and directing the staff in the Prepared Foods 
Department, cooking exciting menu options for our hot and cold food 
bar, maintaining a positive work environment for dept, staff, providing 
excellent customer service, and maintaining safety and sanitation 
standards. 



DEVELOPMENTALSERVICES 


Candidates must have at least two years of professional cooking experience. 
An associates or culinary degree is preferred. Candidates must also 
have experience leading others, knowledge of production-oriented 
kitchen operations and appropriate sanitation practices, and excellent 

skills this position demands, apply online today! 


SPECIALIZED COMMUNITY SUPPORT WORKER POSITIONS 

Patient, experienced, and physically active person sought to provide 20 
afternoon support hours to an accomplished 21-year-old female soccer 
player. Benefit's eligible. 

22-year-old man needs 25 hours of support in the Essex area. Work will 
include home, community and on-the-job supports. This guy does best 
with predictability and structure. Benefit’s eligible. 

TRAINING SPECIALIST 

40-year-old woman needs 20 hours of morning support in the Burlington 
and Essex communities. She enjoys her volunteering, socializing, and 
arts and crafts projects. Ideal candidate is a patient woman with similar 
interests. Personal care is required. Benefit's eligible. 


MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE 

CASE MANAGER — CHITTENDEN CLINIC 

The Chittenden Clinic, the methadone clinic in Chittenden Country, is 
seeking a part-time Case Manager (approximately 12 hours a week). 
Duties include but are not limited to assisting clinical staff with pre- 
screens and intakes, facilitation of psycho-educational groups, and 
assisting patients with accessing community resources and coordinating 
care. Bachelor’s required, previous experience within the substance 
abuse population desired. 

CLINICIAN SUBSTANCE ABUSE — CHITTENDEN CLINIC 

The Chittenden Clinic, the methadone program in Chittenden County, is 
seeking a full-time substance abuse clinician who will provide individual 
and group counseling to patients who are opioid dependent. Position will 
require the candidate to establish and maintain clinic records, address 
treatment plans, progress in treatment, and coordination of care. 
Candidate must have a master's in counseling or social work and have or 
be working towards licensure in substance abuse treatment. 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT CLINICIANS 

Seeking energetic, compassionate and organized clinicians to 
support persons with serious mental illness in recovery. Be part of a 
multidisciplinary team providing creative problem solving, advocacy, 
case management, counseling and crisis support. BA or master's degree 
in related field and experience with persons with serious mental illness 
preferred. Join our fun and dedicated team in making a difference. Full 
time, excellent benefits. 


Ier.org for more details and a complete 
list of employment opportunities. 
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Vermont 


Health Services Field 
Operations Chief 

Vermont Department of Health 

Dynamic individual wanted for public health leadership team. The 
Vemiont Department of Health's Office of Local Health seeks a 
public health professional to provide supervisory and programmatic 
oversight to multiple local health district offices. Responsibilities 
include planning policy and system development to promote health 
department goals and public health initiatives at the local level. 

Applicants should possess excellent verbal and written 
communication skills, skills in program management and 
demonstrated experience in supervising the work of others. The 
successful candidate must demonstrate a solid understanding 
of public health, health related outcomes and strategies for 
improvement and have a track record of building effective 
partnerships. 


The State of Vermont offers an excellent total compensation package, 
lb apply, use the online job application at unmo.vtstatejobs.iiyb. 
Deadline: February 22, 2010 

The State of Vermont is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


- 

iTHWESTERN 

COUNSELING 


CRISIS CLINICIAN 

Seeking an individual with a master's degree or a bachelor's 
degree with relevant clinical experience Position offers very 
competitive compensation and a flexible work schedule. 
Supervision toward licensure available Crisis work requires 
teamwork wi th other professional s and agencies in the community 
and the ability to work under pressure and maintain a positive 
attitude in a constantly changing atmosphere. Clinicians provide 
141 7 cnsis services to children and adults in Franklin and Grand 
Isle counties 

OUTPATIENT THERAPIST 

Are you interested in being part of a group that includes a 
supportive team of therapists, cover age of your after-hours 
emergencies and efficient billing staff? We are currently seeking 
a full-time therapist who is a generalist and interested in working 
with children, adolescents, adults and families. Specialization 
with children also desirable. Experience with substance abuse, 
DBT and group treatment preferred The ideal candidate will be 
an MSW/LICSW. Willing to consider other licensure. This full- 
time position has an excellent benefits package Some evening 
hours required. Our clinic is located close to Interstate 89 and is a 
short commute from Burlington and surrounding areas The ideal 
candidate may qualify for the National Health Services federal 
loan forgiveness program, which is substantial 


HR Dept., 107 Fisher Pond Road, St. Albans, VT 05478. EOE 

Visit our website for position details and a complete listing of oar job opportunities: www.ncssinc.org. 


Join our 

employee family'- 

# Competitive Wages 
Generous Discount 

# The BEST Customers 
8, Co-workers 

ft Energetic Culture 


(■ARDENEI& 

SUPPLY COMPANY VF 

Seasonal 
Call Center Jobs 

Spring Job Fair 

3:00-5:30 PM 

Wednesday, February 10 
Tuesday, February 16 
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www.gardeners.com 

Download our job application TODAY and bring the completed form to our job fair! 


GARDENER'S SUPPLY CALL CENTER: 

128 Intervale Road, Burlington, VT 05401 
For more info, call 660-4611 

We have SEASONAL positions 
through June 20 



New, 

local, 

scam- 

free 

jobs 

posted 

every 

day! 

sevendaysvt. 

com/classifieds 





FRIDAY NIGHT 


$2 SHUTTLE FROM THE HILTON 
FROM 8PM TO 2AM 


c hance to win $500 
n ,n front of City Hall 


SHOW STARTS 9PM 


Jim Pottos 

at the former 

MaplehuretbmWtnSooZm 

„„d support Wficc 
5* a "™ Ue d editi 00 

^iOraseventpo,^, 


CARAVAN 
0F FOOLS 


FULL DETAILS AND 
FREE SHUTTLE INFO AT: 

^JV\GICHAJ; NEj , 


will be performing on the 
top block of Church Street 



Poet’s Retreat 



trained chef Stephane Masse and execu- 
tive chef Laurent Prosper, from Paris, 
have teamed up to create a menu that’s 
both refined and accessible. 

The eggs Benedict, French toast with 
cardamom, and smoked salmon with 
gremolata, cream cheese and bagel — all 
starters — would be perfectly acceptable 
n their own. But here they’re followed 
by rich main courses of beef, fish, lamb 
and pork. Ken is delighted with his pork 
tenderloin, topped with salsa made 


called Emile Nelligan: Selected Poems r 
for sale at the front desk. 

With titles such as "Lejardin d’an 
(“The Garden of the Past”) and “Ruines" 

(“Ruins”), the poems are full of suffer- 
ing hearts, longing and regret. The ar 
spent much of his life in an asylum, but 
he nonetheless produced 168 poeir 
introduced the works of contemporary with grenadine and kumquats; sides of 
potatoes whipped with 
mustard, cream and 
chives; and a wedge of 
rosti vegetables, which 
resemble confetti. 

I'm in heaven with 
L’Agneau Parmentier 
— lamb braised for 12 
hours, shredded and 
topped with a compote 
of shallots and wilted 
greens. Bringing color 
to the plate — as well as 
sweet, earthy flavors — 
ore slim, crisp haricots 
verts and diagonal slices 
of yellow carrot and 
pale beets. A glass of 
Lapostolle Chardonnay 
("French in essence, 
Chilean by birth” is the 
winery's tagline) is fresh, 
rich and complex. The 
wine works perfectly 
with the lamb, just as 
our perfectly bilingual 
server said it would. 

Ken and I agree 
we don't need a third 
course. But Prosper 
was a pastry chef at 
the renowned Paris 
gourmet grocery Fauchon, and 
I’m dying to know what he’s 
serving. Only two desserts 
are offered, and we decide to 
split the cheesecake. We are 
then, and for hours afterward, 
glad we’ve indulged. It's pure 
Fauchon — rich, light, beauti- 
ful, a celebration unto itself. 
The glistening tower of cheese- 
cake is topped with strawberry 
mousse, flecked with gold leaf, 
and garnished with yellow and 
red raspberries and a slender wedge of 
fresh fig. Strawberry coulis adds depth 
and sweetness to every bite. 

Outside the restaurant, a pair 
of women wearing furs and heels 
crosses the street to read the menu. 
A hardcore cyclist with a dark bala- 
clava under his helmet pedals by. 
Another caleche passes, and the sun 
shifts across the brick wall. I’m glad 
to stay indoors. © 


THE CRADLE OF THE MUSE 
(LEBERCEAU DE LA MUSE) 


French poets — Baudelaire, Verlaine, 
Rimbaud — to Canada. Reading his 
melancholy work aloud, I delight in the 
language and marvel at Nelliga 
images. The poems are both 
and triste. 

If melancholy is one thing the French 
do well, they’ve contributed plenty of 
other sensory delights to the Nelligan’s 
repertoire — including our final meal of 
the weekend, brunch at Verses. Quebec- 


Miguel’s mt Maim ^ 

MEXICAN RESTAURANT & CANTINA 


TREAT YOUR SWEET! 

Dinner for two only $35 on February 14th 

(includes a three course dinner and a bottle of Malbec or Albarino wine) 


30 MAIN STREET • BURLINGTON • 658-9000 

Open DaQy 11:30 AM-9 PM (everyday for lunch, dinner and in between) 

$4 TAMALES ALL WEEK IN OUR COZY CANTINA 



Valentine’s Day 

Sunday, February 14th 

Call ahead for reservations. 

Live music every Thursday! 

97 Falls Road Shelburne VT 

Lunch/Dinner Mon.-Sat.* 802.985.2830 * bistrosauce.com 



Valentine Treats! 

Beautiful gift wrapped 

champagnes gA 

V ” 

r Free wine or 
champagne gift wrapping 

Delicious & decadent desserts: 
Head -shaped Valentine cookies <6 
brownies with loving messages 

Long-stem chocolate 
coveted strawberries ~ 

Many more gourmet surprises... 


Fresh is Fresh Market! 
400 Pure Street, Burlington 
863-3968 • Freshmarketvt.com 

Winter Hours 
Monday .Friday 8anv6pni 
Saturday 9:30-6pm • Closed Sunday 


We take 

CARDS! 

We accept VISA and Mastercard 

Coffee Classes 

Come taste the coffees of the world 
and learn about the characteristics, ’ 
composition, flavor; and origin 
of each bean on Mondays at 6:30 pm. 

2/15 Indonesian Coffees 
2/22 African Coffees 
3/1 Roast Varieties 

Classes are 88.00 each and include ample 
amounts of coffee and a light snack, 
Stop by to sign up. 


Coffee and Tea 

42 Church Street • Burlington 
802.865.6227 


50% off select retail items! 





music 





IN THE 
COUNTRY 

TRAVELAND 

LEISURE.COM: 


SEVEN DAYS 

»sevendaysvt.com 


we're still 

free! 

(thanks to our awesome advertisers.) 



Baby 
on Board 

A Q&A with indie-folk darling 
and mom-to-be Laura Veirs 

BY DAN BOLLES 


L aura Veirs must really like Burl- 
ington. When she takes the stage 
at the Higher Ground Showcase 
Lounge this Friday, it will mark 
the Portland, Ore,, songwriter’s third ap- 
pearance here in six months. She graced 
the Flynn MainStage in September 
opening for The Decemberists, and was 
the supporting act for Blind Pilot at the 
Showcase Lounge in November. Or, put 
another way, Veirs has been here once 
for each trimester — she'll give birth to 
her first child in April. 

But this time around, Veirs appears 
as the headlining act, touring behind 
a marvelous new album, July Flame, 
which her old pal Colin Meloy of The 
Decemberists dubbed “the best album of 
2010.” While it may be a tad early in the 
year to bestow that particular honor, the 
record has been drawing rave reviews 
around the globe. Paste magazine hailed 
it as Veirs’ finest work to date. London's 
The Guardian called it "extravagantly 
beautiful.” 

In advance of her upcoming perfor- 
mance, Seven Days caught up with Veirs 
by phone from Germany to talk about 
the new album, collaborating with My 
Morning Jacket’s Jim James and touring 
Europe while pregnant. 

SEVEN DAYS: Your upcoming show 
will actually be your third in Burling- 
ton In less than half a year, but your 
first as a headliner. Is the pressure 
different touring as a headliner? 

LAURA VEIRS: Typically, I’ve done 
headlining tours, so I’m used to it. But 
I’ve done opening shows here and there 
throughout my career. And I guess there 


is a different feeling when you’re open- 
ing, in that there is less expectation. So 
there is a little less pressure. But I don’t 
really think of it in those terms. It’s more 
like, “Here I am. I’ve got to put on a good 
show regardless of what the circum- 

SD: And one of those circumstances is 
that you are seven months pregnant. 
How is that going, especially touring 
through Europe? 

LV: It seems to be going well, knock on 
wood. I've already toured for about two 
and a half months of this pregnancy, so 
it’s not the newest thing. Both of the 
times I played before in Burlington, I 
was pregnant. I think the main challenge 
is that I’m just more tired than I usually 
am. But touring is tiring anyway, so it’s 
land of hard to differentiate. The worst 


experience on this tour so far has been 
having no place to lie down and get my 
preshow pregnancy nap in Brussels. 1 
was so exhausted I couldn’t really play 
the show very well. My hands wouldn’t 
work and 1 was forgetting lyrics and 
couldn’t sing. 1 guess this baby is taking a 
lot out of me, so I need to rest or nap be- 
fore the shows in order to perform well, 
which I’ve never had to do before. 

But in general, I would say this is the 
easiest of the three trimesters to tour in. 
The first trimester I was really, really 
tired. The second trimester I had this 
weird rib pain. So now, this one, I just 
feel a little bit tired, and little bit heavy. 


IN GENERAL. I would sayTHIS IS THE EASIEST 
OF THE THREE TRIMESTERS TO TOUR IN. 







I’m getting more whale-like, but I’m not 
feeling any aches or pains. 

SD: You worked with Jim James on 
this album. Tell me about that experi- 


LV: It was fan. He is such a great singer 
and it was a special treat to have him 
come over ... I mean, we made the record 
at our house. So having him sing in the 
living room was really fan. He’s become 
a friend of ours. It was just very casual 
and nice. He’s just so skilled with his 
voice and he can do so many neat things 
with it. Like, the high lonesome sound 
we were envisioning ... but also these 
weird harmonic-y things. He's really got 
a fall range. His voice is his instrument 
and he can control it fully. It’s really fan 

SD: You also collaborated with Karl 
Blau again. What is it like working 
with him? 

LV: He is such an amazing musician. But 
he is also a brilliant singer, though in a 
different way than Jim is a brilliant sing- 
er. Karl’s voice in particular is incredible. 
He has such a wonderful baritone — 
that you can hear on "Make Something 
Good” — and also can hit the high notes 
with such clarity and soul. In Jim’s case, 
it was almost like he was able to make 
his voice into a flute, or make harmonics 
with it. They are both amazing singers. 
Also, Karl and I have been recording and 
touring together for almost 10 years, and 
I’m always impressed with his ability to 
come up with hooks and exciting parts 
on just about every instrument he gets 
his hands on. 

SD: You recently topped Billboard's 
"Best New Artist' chart. Since you've 
been performing for more than a de- 
cade. did you find that a little funny? 

LV: I did find it fanny, actually. But I cer- 
tainly wasn’t offended in any way. I’m 
just happy people are finding out about 
this record, however they happen to. © 


WED. 10 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Kelly Ravin Trio (roots). 9 p.m.. Free. 
LEUNIG'S BISTRO 8, CAFE: Dan Silverman Trio 

LIFT: DJs P-Wyld & Jazzy Janet (hip-hop). 9 p.m.. 
Free/S5. la*. 

MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Open Mic with Andy 

NECTAR'S: True School Wednesday with Nastee & 
DJ A-Dog. (hip-hop). 9 p.m. ( Free/SS. 18*. 

RADIO BEAN: Ensemble V (jazz). 7:30 p.m.. Free. 

RED SQUARE: Japhy Ryder (prog-rock). B p.m.. Free. 
□J Cre8 (hip-hop). 11 p.m..Free. 

central 

GREEN MOUNTAIN TAVERN: Open MicwithJohn 


LANGDON STREET CAFE The Heckhounds (blues). 
SUDE BROOK L0DGE8> TAVERN: Open Jam. 9 p.m. 


Champlain valley 

CITY LIMITS: Karaoke with Balance Entertainment. 
TWO BROTHERSTAVERN: Open Mic Night. 9 p.m.. 


northern 


MATTERHORN: Haiti Relief Effort with Eames 


regional 

MONOPOLE: Open Mic. 8 p.m.. Free. 




THU. 11 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Thunder (drum and bass). 10 p.m,. 
BACKSTAGE PUB: Open Mic with Jess & Jeff. 8 p.m.. 

CLUB METRONOME. Wagan. Funkwagon (blues- 
funk. funk). 9 p.m.. $5. 18*. 

FRANNY 0’S: Balance DJ & Karaoke. 9 p.m.. Free. 
GREEN ROOM: DJ Big Kat (hip-hop). 10 p.m.. Free. 




LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Ellen Powell & Ira 


THE MONKEY HOUSE: People Are Strange (The 
NECTAR'S: Bluegrass Thursdays with GoldTown & 
NIGHT CRAWLERS. Karaoke with Steve LeClair. 7 


ONTAP: Creme de Blue (blues), 7 p.m. 




The Mating Game Diablo Cody herself couldn’t script a quirkier 
indie rom-com than the real-life story behind MATES OF STATE. The indie-pop duo met in 
the late 1990s in Lawrence, Kan., formed a band, fell in love — in that order — and became 
one of the most talked about underground acts of the early ’00s. Now married with 
children, Kori Gardner and Jason Hammel are making their best music yet, as evidenced 
by their widely acclaimed 2008 effort Re-Arrange Us. On Wednesday, February 17, they’ll 
appear at the Higher Ground Showcase Lounge with New Haven psych-pop outfit M.T. 
bearington and local twee favesTHESMlTTENS. 









CLUB DATES 


RADIO BEAN: Jazz Sessions (jazz). 6 pm. Free. 
Shane Hardiman Trio yazz). Bpm. Free. Anthony 




Rl RA IRISH PUB: Comedy Night (standup). 8:30 


THE SCUFFER STEAK & ALE HOUSE: PJ Davldlan 


IE SKINNY PANCAKE: Al 


central 

GREEN MOUNTAINTAVERN: Thirsty Thursday 
LANGDON STREET CAFE: Merrily James (soul).8 


champlain valley 

ON THE RISE BAKERY: Open MIC. 7:30 pm.. Free. 
TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: DJ Dlzzle (Top 40), 10 



FRI.12 

bnrlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Bonjour-Hi! (mashup).lO p.m.. Free. 
BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke with Steve. 9 p.m.. Free. 
BANANA WINDS CAFE& PUB: Sea Wolves (Irish). 

FRANNY O'S: The Hitmen (rock), 9:30 p.m.. Free. 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: Johnny Winter. 
HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE LOUNGE: Laura Viers 






Roses die, Chocolate goes 
straight to your ass, 
Get your Valentine a piece 
of sweet glass! 

ffiCd/i owe ( / l/aleseUtee-l Dai/ Raffle - ! 

win a Hickory (Tree) Bubbler AND M. Beale Tube 


FULL TANK 

Burlington’s beloved glass shop. Est. 1998. 

150A Church Street • 863-TANK 


THE NORTH FACE STORE PRESENTS 

FACE* @ KL SPORT • 210 COLLEGE ST. 860-4600, KLSPORTGEAR.COM 


Mates of Sjate 






75 Main St., Burlington, VT* 802.864.6555 
M-Th 10-9; F-Sa 10-10; Su 12-7 
Must be 18 to purchase tobacco products, ID required 


i 




riOUSLY REVIEWED ALBUMS FINDTHEM ON SEVENDAYSVT.COM 



SETH GALLANT, 
NOTHIN G, THIS 
MAKES SENSE 

In Memory of Pluto 
front man's sparkling 
sophomore solo effort.'- 



HIGHWAY 
BAR MUSIC. 
SIDE ROOM 
SERENADE 

A carousel of 
country cliche. 



GUAGUA, 

TRES 

tropical 

getaway. 




GET YOUR CD REVIEWED: 




IVENUES.411 



Big Plllk Featuring members of famed Afro-funk outfit The Superpowers, Boston’s full tans offer a fresh take on world rock. 
Claiming influences as wide ranging as The Blacks Unlimited, Balia Onivogui and Rick Danko, the energetic quartet blends elements 
of classic rock, jazz and Afrobeat into an ethnomusicologist's version of a Solid Gold dance party. This Saturday, they headline a 
Valentine's Day “Hot Pink Party." Wear something pink and get in on the cheap at Langdon Street Cafe in Montpelier. 


HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: Tt 





MON.15 


burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE; Heal-ln Sessions with 

CLUB METRONOME: Open Mic Nigh 
of Elephantbear. 9 p.m.. Free. 

THE MONKEY HOUSE: The McGufftr 



(hip-hop), 10 p.m.. Free. 

central 

LANGDON STREET CAFE: Open Mic, 


northern 





northern 



regional 





VT SCHOOLS OUT 



3-Day Lift Ticket Special $99* 


“ Adult, Child or Senior 3-Day Consecutive Lift Ticket for only $99.00 

Ski or Ride any 3 consecutive days Monday Feb 22 - Friday Feb 26 201 0. 

Stay Slope-side at the Inn at the Mountain for $1 35.30 per room, per night. 

Lodging special valid Sunday Feb 21 - Thursday Feb 25 2010. Kids stay free. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer, promotion or discount. VT Sales Tax included. 

Lift ticket can only be purchased on Feb 22, 23 or 24. 


TO LEARN ABOUT EVENTS AND SPECIALS: 
twitter.com/stowemtresort & facebook.com/stowemountainresori 


$ 888.253.4849 & STOWE.COM 





SAFETY PACKAGE 

| 1 Large 18” 1 topping Pizza | 

1 Dozen wings 
1-2 Liter Coke Product 



973 Roosevelt Highway 
Colchester • 6S5-5SSO 
www.threebrotherspizzavt.com 


Say you saw it in... 


SEVEN DAYS 









An Ey® j 

t« tf lSSl5S 


Homeward Bound 

She may be Brooklyn based, but songstress Jean Rohe's musical influences stem mostly from 
South America. The young New Jersey native's 2008 debut, Lead Me Home, updates traditional 
Brazilian and Afro-Peruvian melodies with soulful jazz stylings and lyrical storytelling 
reminiscent of North American folk music. The title track, for example, jumps from bright, 
soaring vocals to soft, introspective tones as Rohe considers freedom and death. And did we 
mention the tracks are multilingual, slipping from English to Spanish to Portuguese? No wonder 
Rohe was picked as the audience favorite in the Shure Voice Competition at Switzerland’s 
2006 Montreux Jazz Festival. Bandmates Ilusha Tsinadze, Liam Robinson, Benjy Fox-Rosen 
and Aaron Shafer-Haiss help raise the rhythm this Thursday, 

JEAN ROHE BAND 

Thursday. February 11, 8 p.m., at North End Studio in Burlington. $10 donation. Info, 863-6713. 


A New Leaf 

Singer-songwriter Eilen Jewell's well-established medley of old-time folk 
music, country ballads and Americana may seem about as rootsy as you can 
get. But this Cambridge, Mass., musician has taken her brand of traditionalism 
one step further — by returning to her personal roots in rock 'n' roll. Citing 
pioneers Elvis and Buddy Holly as influences, Jewell adds a layer of vintage 
rock to her latest album, Sea of Tears. The result? Something “achingly good,' 
the Boston Globe says. On Jewell’s tour through 
Vermont — she’ll take the stage at Higher Ground 
and Tunbridge Town Hall this week — audiences 
will hear the evolution. She’ll belt out everything 
from nostalgic road songs to a cover of Them's 
“I’m Gonna Dress in Black” without missing 
a beat. 

EILEN JEWELL 

Showcase Loung^ n SouthBurlington. $12- 
February 13. 7:30 p.m.. at Tunbridge Town Hall. $15-2 


The Golden Age 


The musical resumes of percu 
Tim Woos (pictured) and cellist Leland Ko are pretty impressive. 
Each has been a featured soloist with area symphony orchestras, 
and Woos has even dabbled in composing. It may surprise 
you, then, that they’re not yet college aged. At the ripe ol’ 
age of 12, Ko, of Massachusetts’ Brockton Symphony 
Orchestra, isn’t even in high school. These virtuosos 
(Bonaccio and Woos hailing from the VYO) show off 
their forte in a live recording of NPR’s "From the Top" 
at the Flynn this week. Hosted by pianist Christopher 
O’Riley, the weekly radio broadcast showcases the 
stories and sounds of up-and-coming youngsters. 
This episode also features 17-year-old Korean pianist 
JeeHae Ahn and a returning "From the Top" alum, 
soprano Nadine Sierra. Bet she'll feel her age this time 
around. 

FROM THE TOP' WITH CHRISTOPHER O'RILEY 

Friday, Februaryl2, 8 p.m., at Flynn MainStage in 
Burlington. $30-48. Info, 863-5966. www.flynntix.org 



C ounting a continent's worth of birds is no easy feat. That's 

why the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the National Audubon 
Society dreamed up the Great Backyard Bird Count 13 years ago. 
The four-day extravaganza gets a handle on the stats by encouraging 
birders from coast to coast to keep checklists and submit 
their findings. Local sky watchers can report black- 
capped chickadees and American tree sparrows from 
home, but a few venues up the fun with site-specific 
activities. Expert birder Larry Haugh guides a bird- 
monitoring walk through the woods and fields of 
Green Mountain Audubon Center on Saturday 
morning, and folks can follow up with 
some indoor birding at the nearby Birds 
of Vermont Museum. Likewise, Quechee's 
Vermont Institute of Natural Science keeps 
eagle-eyed folks busy with bird-feeder 
crafts and interactive games. Grab your 
binoculars and go! 

GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT 


calendar 





LIST YOUR UPCOMING EVENT HERE FOR FREE! 
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Make your own Valentine 
gifts or choose from our 
"Ready Made" gifts 

J-'r.r 3?,. 

(ir*. »fc ■* 


21 Taft Corners Shopping Center 
williston • 288-9666 
www.beadcrazyvt.com 
Gift Certificates • Repairs 
Instruction always available. 


calendar 


VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED 

HELP US DEVELOP 
VACCINES FOR 
BACTERIAL ILLNESSES 

Inpatient/Outpatient 
Clinical Research Study 

• Healthy Adults Ages 18-50 

• 2 screening visits; 2 required 
hospital stays (approx. 9 days 
each); and up to 14 follow-up 
visits 

• Up to $135 compensation 
for each inpatient day; up to 
$65 compensation for each 
outpatient visit 

• Bonus for completing all visits 




\ 


Please contact us for information 
and scheduling: 

Phone 656-0013 

Email VaccineTestingCenter@uvm.edu 


Citizens' Center. Brandon.lO:30-U:30 a m. Free. 
Info. 247-3121. 

CREATING A VISION FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH 

Montpelier. 6-7:30 p.m. Free. Info. 223-8004. ext. 

Dorothy Ailing Memorial Library. Williston. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Info, 876-7147. 

KNITTING CLUB: Little ones in third through sixth 


MOVING & GROOVING WITH CHRISTINE": Young 


TEENS READ": Middle schoolers chat about the 
Info, 865-7216. ^ 

DAWN OF MODERNISM": Violinist Colleen Jennings. 

6:30 p.m. UVM Recital Hall. Burlington. 7:30 p.m. 
Free. Info. 656-1107. 


DANIEL BEN-AVRAHAM: A Clarkson University 
Kleinberg Model." Room 422. Davis Center. UVM. 


group. All Souls Interfaith Gathering. Shelburne. 7-8 
JOHN MCCARDELL: The former Mlddlebury College 

Theater. Castleton State College. 7 p!m. Free: tickets 
required. Info, 468-1394. 

KEVIN MCKENNA: A UVM prof of German and 

PABLO BOSE: The Center for Research on Vermont 

Dewey Lounge. Old Mill Building. UVM. Burlington. 
7:30-9:30 p.m. Free. Info. 656-2005. 

THE GREEN MOUNTAIN DRUID ORDER: Folks brush 

VISUAL PRESENTATION & 

LECTURE: A PowerPoint 


business 

VERMONT CONSULTANTS NETWORK MEETING: 

your first time. $10-15 otherwise. Info. 862-4557. 

VERMONT VENTURE NETWORK: Networkers dig 


WINTER BUSINESS FAIR: Workshops and network- 
City Hall Auditorium, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Free. Info. 


ALAO KUNG FU: Martial arts students focus on 


6:30-8:30 p.m. $6. Info. 265-3470. 

BASKETBALL PINK ZONE": UVM's women's basket- 
ball team takes on the ladies of B oston University 


talks 

BILL MCKIBBEN: The Ripton-based environmental 

Northfield. 7 p.m. Free. Info. 485-28 86. 

CRISIS IN THE CONGO": Throughout the day. speak- 





NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING ASSEMBLY: Local 

Burlington. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info. 862-3966. ext. 13. 

SOUTHERN CONNECTOR" MEETING: SEABA lays 

dance 


theater 

THE BOOGIE-WOOGIE 
RUMBLE OF A DREAM 

Angell College Center. SUNY Plattsburgh. N.Y.,7 
p.m. Free. Info. 51B-564-3095. 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP: Bookworms share 

LEONARD IRVING: This Scottish poet shares aloud 


Sinai. South B urlington. 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Free. 


THU. 11 




I Rj I BR0WSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

mobile 


BOOK 8> MEDIA SALE: SeeWED.10.9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
BUDDHIST TEACHINGS: Meditation practice led by 

Info, 223-3338. 

BUYING, SELLING & REFINANCING INTODAY'S 
REAL ESTATE MARKET: First-time and experienced 


IRA SEMINAR: Retiring ... eventually? Learn how 
Union. Courtyard by Mariott, Middlebury. 6:30-8 
'IS A ROTH RIGHT FOR YOU?: Folks learn whether 

652-6039. 

KNITTING CIRCLE: Needle wielders master the 
Brandon. 1-3 p.m. Free. Info, 247-3121. 

'LUNCH IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE": Speakers of 

SPANISH-ENGLISH CONVERSATION GROUP: zOue 



LISTYOUREVENTFORFREEATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT = 


Library. Burlington, 5-6 p.m. Free. Info. 865-7211. 
SPINNING WORKSHOP: Grafters fashion their own 

TAX ASSISTANCE: Tax counselors straighten 


VERMONT NONPROFIT LEGISLATIVE DAY: Not- 

Montpeller. 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 510. Info. 862-1645, 

film 

CHINATOWN': Roman Polanski's 1974 film noircen- 


at 8 p.m. Merrilfs Roxy Cinema, Burlington, 6:30 

food & drink 


DADS & KIDS PLAYGROUP: Youngsters up to age 5 

Info. 262-3292. ext. 115. fcwcdads@yahoo.com. 

Willi 5 ton, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 878-4918. 

TTTY BITTY PUBLIC SKATING': Preschoolers and 


MUSIC WITH PETER: Preschoolers up to age 5 

Memorial Library, Wllllston. 10:30 a.m. Free. Info. 
878-4918. 

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME: Tots ages 3 to 6 bury 


music 

EILEN JEWELL: Swing-jazz, country ballads, rock 

Snoon -14. Info. 652-0777. 

HIGHLAND SKI-IN: Lovers of winter conveneto 
Highland Lodge & XC Center, Greensboro, 9:45 a.m. 
WINTER FUN RUN: Snow, schmoe. Joggers of all 


talks 

JERRY SWO PE & CRYSTAL L'HOTE: Assistant pro- 

College. Colchester, noon. Free. Info. 654-2536. 
MAJKA BURHARDT: A slide show by this World- 

Club. Info. 656-7729. 

ROBERT F. BEHLER: A retired Air Force major gener- 

Supersonic Flight." Cabot 085. Norwich University. 
Northfield.7 p.m. Free. lnfo,485-28B6. 

THE GREEN MOUNTAIN DRUID ORDER: Folks brush 

theater 

GOVERNOR'S AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN THE 


tune. Town Hall Theater. Middlebury. 8 p.m $25. 


WINTERFEST: L( 

Piecework: When We Were French, which paints 
Montpelier City Hall. 7:30 p.m. 510-20. Info. 


A LANGUAGE FOR LIFE CIRCLE No need to dish 


BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES: INFLUENTIAL FIRST 

BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES: WHEN CULTURES 

Library. 9:30 a m. Free. Info. 496-4205. 

CHRISTINA ASQUITH: The journalist contemplates 

Info. 247-0050. 

GASTRONOMY BOOK DISCUSSION: Page turners 

425-3864. 


dance 

ARGENTINEAN TANGO: Shoulders back, chin upl 

session. Salsalina Studio. Burlington. 7:30-10 p.m. 
$5. Info. 598-1077. 

BALLROOM DANCE SOCIAL: Singles and couples of 

Jazzercize Studio. Williston.7-10 p.m SI 0-14. Info. 
862-2269. 

BURLINGTON CONTRA DANCE: Caller Anna Rain 


INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING: L< 


BOOKS MEDIA SALE 
LOOKING TO THE STARS': Constellation enthusi- 

of Natural Science. Quechee. 7-8:30 p.m. S6-8. Info. 

‘LUNCH IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE': German con- 


7-10 p.m. S15-25: cash bar. Info. 860-1952. 
TERTUUA LATINA: Latino Americanos and other 
Bean. Burlington. 5:30-7 p.m. Free. Info. 863-3440. 
WINTER BLUES BREAK': Vermonters lighten up 

fitirs & festivals 

SNOWFLAKE FESTIVAL: Two weeks of pancake 

film 

FORTHE LOVE OF MOVIES: Gerald Peary's 2009 

food & drink 

LAMB ROAST DINNER: Herb-encrusted roast lamb. 

Apiaries. LACE. Barre. 6-8 p.m. S10-25: S45 per 
couple. Info, 476-4276. 


health & fitness 


ACUPUNCTURE & CHINESE HERBAL MEDICINE 


FRI.12 » P.56 




Iris 

Dement 


Saturday, February 13, 8 pm 
Barre Opera House 

... the tunes, their poetic images and warm 
melodies effectively demonstrate her talents. 
-Associated Press 

National Life Group 
Trow 61 Holden 
JetService Envelope 

MEDIA SUPPORT FROM THE POINT 


fcL-tLilLllUl.lL.IWMffl 




Friday, March 5 
7:00 p.m. 

Town Hall Theater 
Middlebury 
$27 adv/$30 at door 



calendar 



.BuildingEnergyVT. 


, FROM 

LIVE WITH HOST O 


A menu 


SEVEN DAYS 


it rntlu 


53 Main St. 
Burlington 
540.0008 
aniouVT.com 


local custom 




Pick up March 6th 
i and pay no tan. 


Friday, February 12 
at 8 pm, MainStage 

Taped live foi later broadcast on NPR! 

www.flynncenter.org 
or call 86-flynn today! 


j*- Sponsored by 

Liberty 

^ C2^ ^ Mutual 

v merchants t‘- bunk 

j fc Media support from VEB. 


BUILDING 


ENERGY 


INSULATE 

& SAVE 

I RAISE COMFORT & LOWER COSTS 
for your BUSINESS or RESIDENCE 


holidays 

VALENTINE'S DANCE: Shoulder shimmies end 

only. Info. 598-6757. 

VALENTINE'S DANCE FUNDRAISER: TheBurlington 

able food item. lnfo,488-6331. 


am. Regular admission. S7.50-9.50. lnfofl-877- 
324-6386. 

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME: Valentine's Day stories 
Memorial Library. 10:30-11:15 a.m. Free. Info. 
TODDLER TIME: Little ones agesl to 3 get social 


ANNEMIEKE SPOELSTRA: A local pianist takes to 

Colchester. 7:30-9 p.m. Free. Info. 654-2536 or 
BILL SIM S JR. 8i MARK LAVOIE. A world-famous 
Middlebury. 8:30 p.m. S20. Info. 458-0 


NIGHT & DREAMS': Songstress Susan Gallagher 

Walkover Gallery & Listening Room. Bristol. 
p.m.SlO. Info. 453-3188 or 453-7395. 


STOWE DERBY DESCENT RECON*: 

Look Out Double Chairlift. Stowe Mountain Resort. 

talks 

ART COHN: The director of the Lake Champlain 

MIKE WINSLOW: The author of Lake Champlain: 


theater 

10-MINUTE PLAY - FESTIVAL: The Parish Players 

7:30 p.m. $12. Info. 765-4703. 

'SOUVENIR': See THU.ll. 8 p.m. 

THE CAPITOL STEPS: A satirical music group. 

Paramount Theatre. Rutland. 8 p.m. S25.50-35.50. 
WINTERFEST: See THU.ll. 7:30 p.m. 


SAT.13 

community 

TOWN MEETING: Dairy-related questions are 

a.m. Free. I nfo. 1-800-339-9834. 

dance 

BIG BAND SWING DANCE: Syncopated beats by 

donation. lnfo.7B2-1811. 

NORWICH CONTRA DANCE: Loud-shirted dancers 

THE WINTER IS A DRAG BALL XV: Expect frothy. 

of LeMay to benefit the Vermont People With Aids 
- 2 a.m. $20-25. Info. 652-0777. 

education 

SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE: Parents of kids in preschool 


AN AUCTION FOR HAITI': S 

AMURTELs relief work In Haiti. Big Picture Theater 
& Cafe, Waitsfield, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Donations ac- 
cepted. Info. 793-8881 or 496-3643. 

ANNUAL BOOK SALE: Reading materials for 
Library. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Free. Info. 434-3036. 

Hall. Middlebury. 9 a.m. Free. Info. 352-4244 or 
COUPLES NIGHT: Sweethearts spend a sweet 


Science. Quechee. 7-8:30 p.m. $15. Info. 359-5000. 
DIGITAL VIDEO EDITING: Final Cut Pro users learn 



BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 







FIND FUTURE DATES + 
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montrealhighlights.com 

Al RFRANCE S 




Ours is great! 


Tailpipe’s busted. 


MOSES VERSUS MOTHER GOOSE 1 : Children and 

Donations accepted. Info. 862-9750. 

READ TO A DOG': Stories form a bond between 

865-7216. 

SATURDAY STORIES: Picture books bring tall tales 
Colchester. 10-10:30 am. Free. Info. 878-0313. 


I And just down the street! 


Know a good mechanic? 




7:30 p.m. $15-20. Info. 431-3433. 

INTERNATIONAL GUITAR NIGHT: Guitar lumlnar- 

Burtington.7:30 p.m. S25-30. Info. 656-4455. 
NIGHT a DREAMS: See FRI.12. Unitarian 
Universalist Society. Middlebury. 7:30 p.m. S10. 
Info. 453-3188 or 453-73 95. 

SINGER-SONGWRITER SHOWCASE: Northeast 

SOPHIE SHAO a FRIENDS: A top-notch cellist as- 

Mlddlebury College. 8 p.m. S6-24. Info. 443-3168. 

SUSANNAH BLACHLY, GEO RGE WHITE a DAN 

Community Club. 7 p.m. SlO-15. Info. 456-7054. 

THE BACKYARD BLUEGRASS BAND: Will and Deb 

Matthew’s Episcopal Hall, Enosburg Falls. 7:30 p.m. 


THE PETE MEIJER DUO: Acoustic rock chords add : 
little pep to the air. Red Clover Inn. Rutland. 8 p.m. 

WORLD MUSIC CELEBRATION: A lineup of cultural 
noon. Colchester Meeting House. 12:30-2:30 p.m. 


Erica Baker, RN, 
Ob Nurse 


Margaret V. Lindsay, 
MD, Pediatrician 


outdoors 

ANIMALTRACKING SKI/SNOWSHOE: Instructor 


Central Vermont OB/GYN & 
MIDWIFERY - 371-5961 
Call 371-4613 to schedule a tour of our 
Garden Path Birthing Center. 


calendar 


| K5 1 BR0WSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

mobile 


Send& receive neighborhood news at: FrontPorchForum.com 


TOUCHSTONE 

HEALING ARTS I MASSAGE 


10% Off Any Service with this ad 


CENTRAL TO YOUR NEW LIFE 


usual baby food for this lucky guy since his dad 
in Barre. The Kennedy family live in Barre. 


“Everyone 
was very 
helpful!’’ 

Mother Goose got 
this one right! 
Monday's Child Is 
Fair of Face ... speaks 
well to Rebecca and 
Mike Kennedy's first 
born. Their son, the 
beautiful Leighton 
Kennedy, was born 
Monday, February I . 
He weighed 7lb/IOoz 
and is 21" long. And 
there won't be the 
is the chef at Lucia's 


Central Vermont Medical Center 

Central To Your Well Being www.cvmc.org 


Stevie Balch, RN, 
CBE, IBCLC, 
Lactation Consultant 


Roger A. Knowlton, 
DO, FACOG, 
Ob/Gyn 






FIND FUTURE DATES + UPDATES AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/EVENTS 


SOUVENIR' See THU.ll. 2 p.m. & 8 p.m. 

THE CAPITOL STEPS: See FRI.12. Flynn MainStage. 
Burlington, a p.m. 524-38. Info. 863-5966. 


SHAKESPEARE (ABRIDGED)': Audiences brush 

N.Y..7:30 p.m. SI 0-14. Info. 518-523-2512. 
WIHTERFEST: See THU.ll. 7:30 p.m. 

words 

BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES:‘MIDDLE EASTERN 

Jeffersonville. 3 p.m. Free. Info. 644-6632. 

INTRO TO SCREENWRITING': Got a dream for 

Library. Burlington. 3-5 p.m. Free. Info. 865-7211. 
PATRICK MACM ANAWAY: The local author of audio 

p.m. Spirit Dancer Books & Gifts. Burlington. 2-5 


SUN. 14 

dance 

UPPER VALLEY INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING: 




ANTIQUES MARKET: Treasure hunters find 

Club. Montpelier, 7:30 a m -1:30 p.m. S2-5. Info. 

BURLINGTON AREA SCRABBLE CLUB: Triple-letter- 

Burlington. 12:30-5 p.m. Free. Info, 862-7558. 
CHESS CLUB: Tabletop warriors do battle at the 


food & drink 

BURLINGTON COHOUSING POTLUCK: Community 

health & fitness 

RESTORATIVE REIKI YOGA: In this gentle exercise. 

Johnson. 10 a.m. - noon. S25. Info. 730-4440. 


VALENTINE'S DAY BRUNCH: Chef Yves Morrissette 

6. Info, 633-3605. 

VALENTINE'S DAY CELEBRATION: Singles and 


VALENTINE'S DAY CHARITY JAZZ BRUNCH: A 

VALENTINE'S DAY SWEETSTASTING: Folks savor 

Free. Info. 229-2090. 

VALENTINE'S GALA: Rusty Romance serenades 


p.m S35. Info, 773-6444. 


KIRTAN CHANTING: Kirtankars join community-led 

the devotional tradition of India. Evolution Physical 
Therapy & Yoga. Burlington, 6:30 p.m. Free. Info. 




fairs & festivals 

GREAT ICE IN GRAND ISLE: 


DR. ZHIVAGO’: Director 
David Lean's 1965 epic 





LOLLIPOP SKI RACE: Young skiers don racing 

Cochran's Ski Area, Richmond. 1-2:30 p.m. Free 
postrace lollipop. Info, 434-2479. 

READ TO A DOG': See SAT.13. 1-2 p.m. 

VALENTINE'S DAY DANCE PARTY: 

moves. Fletcher Free Library, 
345-820-1891. 

music 

Donations accepted. Info, 253-7257. 


SUN.14 » P.60 


2j3SquaresVT 

(formerly named Food Stamps) 


GOOD FOR YOU. GOOD FOR VERMONT. 


It’s easier than ever to become eligible... 
Find Out How Today!! 


Pick up an application at: 

Chittenden Community Action/CVOEO 
191 North Street, Burlington Or; 

Department For Children and Families/Economic Services Division: 
101 Cherry Street, suite 101 Burlington 


Call: CVOEO at (802) 863-6248 or 
Department for Children and Families/Economic Services 
Division call center at 800-479-6151 

for more information or help in completing an application. 

To get help with your food hills. . .Apply today! 


religion, write the Secretary of Agriculture, USDA, Washington, D.C. 20250 


SEVEN DAYS 

7 
5 

1 

mon 
tue 
wed 

Sign up to keep up 

sevendaysvt.com/daily7 



top news stories 
days a week 
convenient email 


calendar 


Burlington, 4 p.m. $10-16. Info. 863-5966. 

NATASHA KOVAL-PADEN: An all-Chopin program 
composer’s 200th birthday and Valentine^ Day. 

Donations accepted. Info, 862-6736. ext 111. 
-NIGHT 8< DREAMS': See FRI.12, Walkover Gallery & 
Listening Room, Bristol, 4 p.m, $10. Info. 453-3188 
or 453-7395. 

NORTHERN HARMONY: Larry Gordon and Patty 

Montpelier, 4 p.m. $8-12. Info, 426-3210. 


fairs & festivals 


DOCUMENTARY & RAW FOOD DISCUSSION': Folks 

8004. ext. 202. 


TUE.16 


outdoors 

SLEIGH RIDES: See SAT.13. 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
STARGAZING SLEIGH RIDES: See SAT.13. 6 p.m. 
THE GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT: See SAT.l 


theater 

10-MINUTE PLAY" FESTIVAL See FRI.12. 3 p.m. 
‘LOVE LETTERS': A.R. Gurney* classic love story 

Krang Baling Village Project 5helburne Town Hall, 
4 p.m. & 8 p.m. $12. Info, 425-4058. 

THE COMPLETE WORKS OF WILLIAM 
SHAKESPEARE (ABRIDGED)': See SAT.13. 7:30 p.m. 
WINTERFEST: See THU.ll. 2 p.m. 


MON. 15 

dance 

ADINKRA DRUM & DANCE ENSEMBLE: This 

7:30 p.m. Snoon -15. Info. 748-2600, info@cata 
BEGINNING BALLET: Brazilian performer and 

4:30-5:30 p.m. Free. Info. 443-3168. 

ENGLISH CONVERSATION GROUP: Anglophones 

4:30-6 p.m. Free. Info, 865-7211. 

NOFA VERMONTS WINTER CONFERENCE: See 

SPEND SMART: Recession-rattled Vermonters 

1417. ext. 104. 

TAX ASSISTANCE: See THU.ll. 9-11:15 a.m. 


health & fitness 


BONE BUILDERS’ 


10:30-11:30 a.m. 


HERBAL CLINIC: Sign up for an appointment to 


HIP-HOP: BEYOND BEATS & RHYMES': Filmmaker 

Room. Angell College Center. SUNY Plattsburgh. 
N.Y., 5:30-8 p.m. Free. Info. 518-564-3095. 


‘MUSIC WITH MIA‘: Tots form a circle for a special 

10:30 a.m. Free. Info. 863-1066. ext. 11. 

MUSIC WITH PETER: See THU.ll. 10:30 ajn. 
YOGA & MEDITATION: Kids ages 8 toll get a fun 
Burlington, 4-5 p.m. Free. Info, 540-0044. 


Inn. Rutland. 8 p.m. Free. Info, 775-2290. 

CHAMPLAIN ECHOES OPEN REHEARSALS: The 

GRACE FOR HAITI’: Grace Potter performs a rare 


& Cafe, Waitsheld. B p.m. $50; S100 includes meet- 
and-greet with Grace Potter. Info, 496-8994. 

BURLINGTON BOMBERS ROLLER DERBY NEW 
MEMBER ORIENTATION: See WED.10,7-9p.m. 
CO-ED DODGEBALL: Players break a sweat chuck- 

6:25-7:30 p.m. 55. Info, 598-8539. 


NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING ASSEMBLY: Local 

Center Burlington, 6:30 p.m. Free. Info, 862-3966. 

education 

LEARN ABOUT YOUR MAGNET SCHOOLS': 
INTEGRATED ARTS ACADEMY: Presentations and 

Burlington. 5:30 p.rr 

ANTI-SLAVERY PANEL DEDICATION: . 

5 p.m. Free. Info, 518-561-0277. 

HAND TOOL SHARPENING & MAINTENANCE: 

Burlington. 5:30-7:30 p.m. S5 donation. Info. 999- 


Books & Music. Burlington. 6:30-8 p.m. Free. Info, 


THE GREAT DEBATERS': A debate team from a 

in this 2007 biopic. I 


BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES: FROM PAGE TO 
SCREEN': Is the book always better? Bibliophiles 

Library. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info. 525-6524. 

JEFF HODGSON & KEITH WAGNER: Two landscape 

Burlington, 2-3 p.m. $5. Info. 864-3516. 


TED ZALEWSKI: This speaker enacts a one-man 

words 

MARJORIE CADY MEMORIAL WRITERS GROUP: 

sharing. Ilsley Public Library. Middlebury. 10 a.m. - 
noon. Free. Info, 388-2926, cpotter935@comcast 

POETRY WRITING WORKSHOP: Creators of verse 
Library. Wllliston. 6-7:30 p.m. Free. Info. 878-4918. 



food & 

COCONUT 
WORKSHOP: 

ding. Preregister. City 
Market Burlington. 6-7:30 
p.m. Free. Info, 861- 

health & fitness 

LAUGHTER YOGA: What* so funny? Giggles burst 

Burlington, 9-10 a.m. Free. Info, 355-5129. 

’FOLLOW THAT TRACK': Preschoolers investigate 

Montpelier. 10-11:30 a.m. $5. Info. 229-6206. 


MUSIC WITH ROBERT RESNIK'. The host of a week- 

Burlington. 11-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. B65-7216. 
STORY HOUR: Tales and picture books catch the 
Library, Wllliston. 11 a.m. Free. Info, 878-4918. 

STORYTIME WITH A TWIST: Young explorers 

S7.50-9.50. Info' 1-877-324-6386. 

TODDLER STORYTIME: Little ones ages 18 to 

a.m. Free. Info. 878-0313. 


ADULT PICKUP VOLLEYBALL: Players begin a rally 
I. Burlington, 7-9:30 p.m. 53. 


‘EAT HEALTHY. BE HEALTHY. LOCALLY’: The 

vlded. Info. B93-1009. 

WILLIAM HOSLEY: What do gravestones, archi- 

theater 

p.m. Casella Theater, Castleton State College, 7-9 
p.m. $7-10. Info. 468-1119, 

’PICASSO AT THE LAPIN AGILE’: On the cusp of 


State College. 10 a.m. - noon. & 7-9 p.m. S5. 
635-1476, 


Burlington. 7:30 p.m. $10. Info, 




KEVIN MACNEIL BROWN: This local mystery writer 


WED. 17 


-EMPLOYEE OWNERSHIP FOR SMALL COMPANIES': 

Commerce. 2-4:30 p.m. Free. Info, 861-6611. 



LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT 


KELLEY MARKETING MEETING: Marketing, ac 


Room 217. Ireland Building. Champlain College. 
WORKPLACE ETIQUETTE: Dr. Nancy J. Church of- 

Plattsburgh. N.Y..4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 518-564- 

commnnity 

NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING ASSEMBLY: Local 

7 p.m. Free. Info. 862-3966. ext. 13. 


ROTARY CLUB OF ESSEX: 




health & fitness 


KEEP THAT SPRING IN YOUR SPINET: Rolfer 

Burlington. 5:30-6:30 p.m. Free. Info. 863-2569. 


VOLUNTEER INFORMATION & ORIENTATION: 

201. Mlddlebury College Library. 6-7 p.m. Free. Info. 


ABRAHAM-HICKS STUDY GROUP: See WED.10. 
BURNHAM KNITTERS: Yarn unfurls Into purls at a 
Colchester, 7-8:30 p.m. Free. Info, 879-7576. 
GERMAN-ENGUSH EXCHANGE: Anglophones 

Library. Burlington. 7-9 p.m. Free. Info. 865-7211. 

LUNCH IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE': 


ORIGAMI CLASS: Instructor Don Shall teaches 

MultlGenerational Center, Burlington. 10:30-11:30 

RUG HO OKING 8| KNITTING CIRCLE: Experienced 

6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. Info' 247-0050. 


FOLLOW THAT TRACK’: See TUE.16. 10-11:30 a.m. 

FOURTH & FIFTH GRADERS READ': Youth don 

Library, Burlington. 4:15-5 p.m. Free. Info. 865-7216. 

INDIGENOUS EXPRESSIONS CELEBRATION: See 

SAT.13,11 a.m. S. 2 p.m. 

KNITTING CLUB: See WE0.10. 3-4 p.m. 

MOVING 8. GROOVING WITH CHRISTINE': See 

WED.10, 11-11:30 a.m. 

PAJAMA STORYTIME: Kids cuddle up in their 


Colchester. 6:30 p.m. 

PETERTHE MUSIC MAN: SeeWE0.10.12:30-l p.m 
TEENS READ': See WED.10. 5-5:45 p.m. 

A LAO KUNG FU: See WED.10. 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

BURLINGTON BOMBERS ROLLER DERBY NEW 
MEMBER ORIENTATION: See WED.10. 7-9 p.m. 


Montpelier. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. Info. 223-9606. 


words 

BILL SCHUBART: The local author of The Lamoille 

Center. 7-8:30 p.m. Free. Info, 244-7036. 

BOOK DISCUSSION: Bookworms share thoughts 

Mlddlebury. 12:15 p.m. Free Info. 388-4095. 

BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES: 'INFLUENTIAL FIRST 

BOOK DISCUSSION: MEMORABLE MEMOIRS: 

Adams. Hartland Public Library. 6:30 p.m. Free. 


Hanover. N.H.. 7 p.m. 55-7. Info. 603-646-2422. 

Free. Info. 426-3581. 


READERS THEATER SERIES: The audience 

Lounge. Angell College Center. SUNY Plattsburgh. 
N.Y.. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info, 518-564-3095. 

'YOU COME.TOO': Spend winter lingering on the 

Montpelier. 5:30 p.m. Free. Info. 26 


Do you have irregular cycles 
and want to become pregnant? 


Dr. Peter Casson, in collaboration with the Reproductive Medicine 
Network, is looking for volunteers for a research study comparing 
the effectiveness of two FDA-approved drugs for helping women 
become pregnant. 

You may eligible if you are 18-40 years old and have eight or 
fewer periods a year. 


For more information, please contact 

Dr. Casson at 802-656-7505 
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i Collect your receipts from 
1 participating restaurants. 


The Grand Prize: 

A two-night stay for 2 people at 
Jay Peak Resort 
including all meals 
and lift tickets! ja/Ipgak 

VERMONT 


Send receipts 
and contact info to: 

Seven Days Winter Bites 
PO Box 1164, Burlington, VT 05402 


Send them to Seven Days* 
by March 26 to be eligible. 

The more receipts you 
send in, the more chances 
you have to win! 


Locate, rate & review at sevendaysvt.com/winter-bites! 


BURLINGTON 

156 Bistro, Burlington 
A Single Pebble, Burlington 
Asiana House, Burlington 
Asiana Noodle Shop, Burlington 
August First Bakery & Cafe, Burlington 
City Market, Burlington 
The Daily Planet, Burlington 
Fresh Market, Burlington 
The Green Room, Burlington 
Handy's Lunch, Burlington 
Junior's Italian, Burlington 
Lake Champlain Chocolates, 
Burlington 

Leonardo's Pizza, Burlington 
Leunig's Bistro, Burlington 
Miguel's On Main, Burlington 
Muddy Waters, Burlington 
New Moon Cafe, Burlington 
New World Tortilla, Burlington 
Norm's Grill, Burlington 
Sadie Katz Delicatessen, Burlington 
Sakura Sana, Burlington 
The Scuffer Steak and Ale House, 
Burlington 

Souza's Brazilian Steakhouse, 

Burlington 

Three Tomatoes Trattoria, Burlington 
Viva Espresso, Burlington 


RICHMOND, SO. BURLINGTON, 
WILUSTON 


Eric's Place (formally Nothing But 
Noodles), So. Burlington 
Ground Round, So. Burlington 
Mexicali Authentic Mexican Grill, 

Williston 

Monty's Old Brick Tavern, Williston 
On the Rise Bakery, Richmond 
Sushido, Williston 
Three Tomatoes Trattoria, Williston 
Trader Duke's, So. Burlington 
Vermont Sports Grill, So. Burlington 
Windjammer Restaurant & Upper 
Deck Pub, So. Burlington 
Wings Over Burlington, 

So. Burlington 

COLCHESTER, ESSEX, 

ESSEX JUNCTION, WINOOSKI 

The Belted Cow, Essex Jet. 

The Block Gallery and Coffeehouse, 

Winooski 

Drunken Noodle House, Essex Jet. 
The Essex (Vermont's Culinary Resort 
& Spa), Essex 

Joyce's Noodle House, Essex 
Junior's Italian, Colchester 
Loretta's Fine Italian Cuisine. 

Essex Jet. 


Ray's Seafood Market, Essex 
T-Bones Restaurant & Bar, Colchester 
Three Brothers Pizza & Grill, Colchester 
Tiny Thai Restaurant, Essex & Winooski 

BRISTOL, FERRISBURG, 

MIDDLEBURY, NEW HAVEN, 
SHELBURNE, VERGENNES, 
BRIDGEWATER CORNERS 

3 Squares Cafe, Vergennes 
American Flatbread, Middlebury 
The Bearded Frog, Shelburne 
Bistro Sauce, Shelburne 
Black Sheep Bistro. Vergennes 
Bobcat Cafe, Bristol 
Long Trail Brewing Company. 

Bridgewater Corners 
Mary's Restaurant at the Inn at 
Baldwin Creek, Bristol 
Open Arms Cafe, Shelburne 
Starry Night Cafe, Ferrisburg 
The Storm Cafe, Middlebury 
Tourterelle, New Haven 
Up Top Tavern, Vergennes 


MORRISVILLE, STOWE, WAITSFIELD, 
WATERBURY 

Bee's Knees, Morrisville 

Big Picture Theater & Cafe, Waitsfield 
Green Cup Cafe & Bakery, Waitsfield 
Hen of the Wood at the Grist Mill, 

Waterbury 

MINT Restaurant&Tea Lounge, Waitsfield 
Piecasso Pizzeria & Lounge, Stowe 
Stebu Sushi, Waterbury 

MONTPELIER, PLAINFIELD, ST. J 
Black Door Bar & Bistro, Montpelier 
Elements Food & Spirit, St. Johnsbury 
Positive Pie 2, Montpelier 
Restaurant Phoebe, Montpelier 
River Run Restaurant, Plainfield 
Sarducci's Restaurant & Bar, Montpelier 

FRANKUN & GRAND ISLE COUNTIES 
Blue Paddle Bistro, So. Hero 
Chow! Bella, St. Albans 
Cosmic Bakery & Cafe, St. Albans 
One Federal, St. Albans 
Steeple Market, Fairfax 


@ 


The SEVEN DAYS Guide to Vermont 

Restaurants & Bars 


NIGHTS 


prohibited conies! rules at: 

sevendaysvt.com/ 

winter-bites 





ayurveda 


AYURVEDIC COOKING CLASS: 



TRANSITION FROM WINTER 
TO SPRING WITH AYURVEDA: 






burlington city 
arts 


Saturday. Cost: $150/palr. 

$1 3 5/palr BCA members. 
Location: BCA Clay Studio, 

250 Main St.. Burlington. A 
Family introduction to clay 
using the potter's wheel! Have 

your child, aged 4-9. Learn ba- 
sic wheel-working techniques 

ming and glazing. Parents will 

their own wheel. All clay, tools, 
glazes and Firings are included. 

CLAY: WHEEL-THROWING II: 

Weekly on Tuesday. Cost: 
$235/$211.50 BCA members 
(clay sold seperately at 
$20/25 lb. bag. glazes and 
firings). Location: BCA Clay 
Studio. 250 Main Street. 
Burlington. Info: Burlington 


BALLROOM DANCE CLASSES: 
Location: The Champlain 

Step Dance, 802-598-6757, 
kevin@firststepdance.com, 

Beginning classes repeat 


tripod to the first class. Limit: 

35MM Film or Digital SLR or 
equivalent experience. 

PRINTMAKING: WHAT 
IS PRINTMAKING?: Feb. 


$235/$211.50 BC 
Location: BCA Print Studio, 
250 Main St, Burlington. A 


of printing techniques. Focus 
will be on layering differ- 
ent techniques, exploration 
and fun! Demonstrations on 


vidualized tips and challenges paplr nti 


tion will cover throwing, trim- 
ming and glazing techniques. 
Students must be proficient 
in centering and throwing 

20 hrs/week of open studio 
time to practice. Limit: 12. 


ing techniques. Limit: 10. 

LEVEL: Feb. 18 - May. 6, 
6-8:30 p.m.. Weekly on 
Thursday. Cost: $200/$180 


classes, Wednesdays. 6 p.m. 
Argentinean Tango class and 
social, Fridays. 7:30 p.m., walk- 

ence, partner or preregistra- 
tion required, just the desire 

and prepare for an enjoyable 


drumming 

BURLINGTON TAIKO CLASSES: 

Flynn Ave., Burlington. Info: 

0658. classes@burlingtontai 
ko.org. www.burllngtontaiko. 
com. Beginning classes in 
Burlington! Tuesdays - Kids, 
430-5:20 p.m. $54/7 weeks. 

$61/7 weeks. Session began 
11/3. Advanced Beginner/ 
Ensemble class meets weekly 
on Mondays at 5:30-6:50 
P-m, $61/7 weeks, began 11/2. 
Beginning taiko classes in 
Montpelier! Wednesdays, 7:00- 
8:20 p.m.. $90/6 weeks, began 
11/4, includes drum rental at 
AIITogetherNow. In Richmond 

and location. Djembe classes 
in Montpelier, Wednesdays. 
5:00-6:20 p.m, $90/6 weeks. 
beganll/4. includes drum 
rental at Lamb Abbey (www. 
thelambabbey.com). Gift 
certificates are available. For 



empowerment 

WORKING WITH THE I CHING: 

$60. Location: 55 Clover Ln., 
Waterbury. Info: Sue, 802- 
244-7909. Learn to use the 


www.flynn- 


BALLET MASTERCLASS 
WITH THE ISRAEL BALLET: 

19, 5-6:30 p.m. Cost: $15. 
Location: Flynn Center, 



COMMUNITY FORUM/PANEL: 

p.m.: Free! Location: Flynn 
CentecBurMngton. Info: ^ 

nynncenter.org. In this forum, 



GIMP MOVEMENT 
WORKSHOP: Open level: 




classes 


> THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
1 ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


FLYNN ARTS « P.63 

Burlington. Info: 802-652- 
4548. flynnarts@flynncenter. 
org. This workshop is open to 
all members of the public who 
are interested in disability 
identity and movement 


FLYMMARTS 


gardening 


n: Gardener's Supply, 
'o: 802-660- 
3505 x4. This is a great class 
for the newbie or want-to-be 

the right sun, soil, site, size 
and selection of vegetables 
to ensure success right out 
of the gate. Preregistration is 
required. Visit www.gardeners. 
com/seminars fora complete 

glass 

BEGINNING GLASSBLOWING: 
Call studio to schedule for 
mutual convenience. Cost: 
$300/2-hour class (private 
or shared). Location: Ziemke 
Glass Blowing Studio, 3029 
Route 100 North, Waterbury 
Center. Info: Ziemke Glass 
Blowing Studio, Glenn Ziemke, 
802-244-6126, info@zglass 
blowing.com. Limited oppor- 
tunity to learn the ancient art 
of glassblowing. Private and 


GETTING STARTED WITH 
HERBS: Feb. 10, 6:30-8:30 
p.m. Cost: 515/2-hour hands- 
on workshop. Location: Purple 
Shutter Herbs, 7 W. Canal SL, 
Winooski. Info: Purple Shutter 
Herbs, Purple Shutter Herbs. 
802-865-4372. psherbs® 
sover.net. Amber bottles? 

Root or flower? Join Laura 
in a gentle introduction into 
the world of herbs. We'll learn 
basic vocabulary, to identify 
good quality & proper storage, 
as well as use our senses to 
understand the actions of 
herbs. Good resources will be 
covered & a brief history of 
herbalism. 

MIDWINTER HEALTH & 
IMMUNITY: Feb. 16, 6:30-8:30 
p.m. Cost: $20/2-hour hands- 
on workshop. Location: Purple 
Shutter Herbs. 7 W. Canal SL. 
Winooski. Info: Purple Shutter 
Herbs, Purple Shutter Herbs, 
802-865-4372, psherbs@ 
sover.net. Join Kelley Robie in 
a class on how to stay healthy 
during the winter months! 
We'll make an herbal hand 


sanitizer to keep you germ 
free, sinus oil blend to open 
up the nasal passages, sore 
throat spray & room disinfec- 
tant to help keep you healthy 
all winter long! 

WISDOM OF THE HERBS 
SCHOOL: Programs: Wisdom 
of the Herbs: Eight-month 
Certification Program begin- 
ning May 15, 2010. Wild 
Edibles: Enhancing Local Food 
Security, beginning May 9, 
2010. VSAC nondegree grants 
avail, to qualifying appli- 
sr apply now. Location: 
Wisdom of the Herbs School, 
Woodbury. Info: Annie 
McCleary. 802-453-6764, 
anniemc@gmavt.net, www. 
WisdomOflheHerbsSchool. 
com. Unique experiential pro- 
grams embracing wild plants, 
holistic health and sustainable 
living skills, valuable tools for 
living on the Earth in these 
changing times. Learn through 
herb walks and nature adven- 


hands-on wild harvesting and 
preparation of wild edibles, 
and herbal home remedies, 
with intention and gratitude. 

holistic health 

EATING FOR A HEALTHIER 
YOU: Feb. 13, Mar. 13, Apr. 17. 
Cost: $95/series. Location: 
Dhatri Foundation, 185 Tilley 


Foundation, Cara Feldman 
Hunt 802-862-2333, cara@ 
dhatrifoundation.org. Are 
your food choices leaving you 
tired? Want to shed a few 
extra pounds? You know what 
you should be eating but it is 
not in your routine. Come to 
this interactive series to get 
inspired to take your next step 
toward incorporating healthier 
foods into your everyday life. 
HAPPINESS: GOOD FOR 
YOUR HEART: Sat., Feb. 20 
& 27, 12:30-2:30 p.m. Cost: 
$60/4-hour workshop, plus 
one free Deep Relaxation 
Therapy CD. Location: The 
Dhatri Foundation, 185 Tilley 
Dr., S. Burlington. Info: Susan 
Fitzgerald, 802-434-5201, 


able health-giving properties 
of laughter and feeling good 
in relation to boosting the im- 
mune system and to maintain- 
ing healthy organs such as the 
heart. Learn to harness the 
power of your mind and your 
emotions to strengthen and 
heal your body. 

language 

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 
LEVEL 1: Apr. 1 - Jun. 24, 6-8 
p.m., Weekly on Thursday. 
Cost: $175/dass and buy the 
book: Learning American 
Sign Language: Levels 1 & 

(2nd Edition](spiral-bound) 
Tom Humphries and Carol 
Padden (Amazon or Barnes & 
Noble). Location: NCSS Family 
Center (Mable conference 
room), St. Albans, as well as 
the Burlington Police Dept 
Community room, Burlington. 
Info: Keri Darling, 802-661- 
4240, kdarling@dvas.org. 

This class is for anyone who is 
interested in learning begin- 
ning American Sign Language. 
Registration deadline: March 

JAPANESE LANGUAGE 
CLASSES: Feb. 11 - Apr. 29. 
6-7:30 p.m. Cost: $175/10 
classes, textw / CD included 


Spanish language for adults, 
teens and children. Learn from 
a native speaker via small 
classes, individual instruction 
or student tutoring. Yes, we 
do lessons for children, and 
they love it! See our website 
for complete information or 
contact us for details, www. 
spanishwaterburycenter.com. 

martial arts 


on Tuesday, March 2, at 5:30 
p.m. Visitors are always 
welcome! Location: Aikido of 
Champlain Valley, 257 Pine 
Street, Burlington (across 
from Conant Metal and Light), 
Burlington. Info: 802-951- 
8900, alkidovt.org. Aikido is a 
dynamic Japanese martial art 
that promotes physical and 
mental harmony through the 
use of breathing exercises, 
aerobic conditioning, circular 
movements, and pinning and 
throwing techniques. We also 
teach sword/staff arts and 
knife defense. Adult classes 
7 days a week. The Samurai 
Youth Program provides 
scholarships for children and 
teenagers, ages 8-18. 

AIKIDO CLASSES: Location: 
Vermont Aikido, 274 N. 

Burlington. 

: Vermont Aikido, 


College. 1 Winooski Park. 
Colchester. Info: Japan- 
America Society of Vermont, 
Larry Solt, 802-865-3113, 
l.solt@burlingtontelecom.net, 
www.jasv.org. The Japan- 
America Society of Vermont 
is again offering Japanese 
language classes. Classes are 
geared to the beginner but can 

student 

LEARN SPANISH & OPEN NEW 
DOORS: Location: Spanish in 
Waterbury Center. Waterbury 
Center. Info: Spanish in 
Waterbury Center. 802-659- 
4181, spanishparavos@gmail. 
com. We provide high-quality, 
affordable instruction in the 


vermontaikido.org. Aikido 
101: Join us for this free class! 
This free “Introduction to 
Aikido' session is offered at 10 
a.m. on the 3rd Sat. of every 
month. Please bring or wear 
loose-fitting exercise clothing 
and plan to arrive 15 minutes 
before the session begins to 
register. The class will be non- 
strenuous and is open to all 
who are interested in learning 
more about Aikido, hands on. 
VINGTSUNKUNG FU: 
Location: Robert Miller Center, 
Burlington. Info: 802-324- 
7702, solartrike@gmail.com. 
Moy Tung Ving Tsun Kung Fu. 
Ongoing classes. Traditional 
training methodology of Moy 


RED MEAT 


cloven hooves on your clapboards 


M a* cqnnon 



Yat lineage, results in the 
highly effective combination 
of relaxation and efficiency. 
Take physical stature out of 
the equation with the time- 
tested Ving Tsun system. Free 
introductory class. 

massage 

ASIAN BODYWORK THERAPY 
PROGRAM: Cost: $5, 000/500- 
hour program. Location: 
Elements of Healing, 21 
Essex Way. Suite 109, Essex 
Junction. Info: Elements of 
Healing, Scott Moylan, 802- 
288-8160, elementsof 
healing@verizon.net, www. 
elementsofhealing.net. This 
program teaches two forms 
of Oriental massage, Amma 
and Shiatsu. We will explore 
Oriental medicine theory 
and diagnosis as well as 
the body's meridian system, 
acupressure points, Yin 
Yang and 5-Element Theory. 
Additionally, 100 hours of 
Western anatomy and physiol- 
ogy will be taught. Program 
starting September 2010. 

meditation 

INTRODUCTION TO 
MEDITATION: Feb. 14 - Mar. 7, 
2-4 p.m.. Weekly on Sunday. 
Cost: $60. Location: 55 Clover 
Ln., Waterbury. Info: Sue, 802- 
244-7909. Get a basic orienta- 
tion to an essential practice 
of the spiritual journey; learn 
over a dozen techniques in 
this workshop that is more 
experiential than intellec- 
tual. Led by Dr. Sue Mehrtens, 
teacher and author. 

LEARN TO MEDITATE: 
Meditation instruction avail- 
able Sunday mornings, 9 a.m. 

- noon, or by appointment. The 
Shambhala Cafe meets the 
first Saturday of each month 
for meditation and discus- 
sions, 9 a.m. - noon. An Open 
House occurs every third 
Wednesday evening of each 
month, 7-9 p.m., which in- 
cludes an intro to the center, a 
short dharma talk and social- 
izing. Location: Burlington 
Shambhala Center. 187 So. 
Winooski Ave., Burlington. 
Info: 802-658-6795, www. 
buriingtonshamb 
haiactr.org. Through the 
practice of sitting still and fol- 
lowing your breath as it goes 
out and dissolves, you are 
connecting with your heart. By 
simply letting yourself be, as 
you are, you develop genuine 
sympathy toward yourself. The 
Burlington Shambhala Center 
offers meditation as a path to 
discovering gentleness and 

SHAMBHALA TRAINING 

p.m.; Sat & Sun, Feb 20 8. 21. 

9 a.m. -5 p.m. Cost: $135/ 
weekend class. Location: 
Burlington Shambhala Center, 
187 S. Winooski Ave. (corner 
of King St.), Burlington. Info: 





art 



Striking Oil 

Art review: Jon Gregg 



I n the early 1980s, the village of 
Johnson was still a sleepy backwa- 
ter, despite having been home to a 
college, and its predecessor John- 
son Normal School, for nearly two 
centuries. But, since the Vermont Stu- 
dio Center was founded in 1984, the 
town has turned into something like a 
tiny Provincetown or Taos. 

Johnson became an art colony thanks 
in large part to the efforts of VSC found- 
er and president Jon Gregg. But his cur- 
rent solo exhibition at Johnson State 
College’s Julian Scott Memorial Gal- 
lery shows that he’s more than just an 
idea man. Gregg is also a masterful, vi- 
sionary artist whose vigorous technical 

LIKE OIL PASTELS 
ON STEROIDS, 

GREGG'S WORKS 
ON PAPER 
GANEASIEYBE 
CALLED PAINTINGS 

RATHER THAN 
DRAWINGS. 

approach blurs the boundary between 
painting and drawing. 

The SO pieces in Gregg’s show, sim- 
ply entitled “Recent Works on Paper,” 
are all oil stick with mixed media and 
— even more simply — untitled. But 
there’s nothing simplistic about the 
aesthetics of this exhibition. Themes 
unfold across Gregg’s magical yet of- 
ten troubled vistas. Each piece, with 
framed dimensions of 22 by 30 inches, 
is alive with a welter of etched and 
gouged, scraffito-like lines. Each has 
a shallow picture plane, tensely bal- 
anced between surface plasticity and 


two-dimensional space. Each work is 
individually engaging, like a unique 
snapshot from a voluminous figurative 
cosmos into which Gregg has escorted 
his viewers. And each adheres to an old 
formalist diktat: “The anatomy of the 
picture is always more important than 
the anatomy of the subject.” 

Narratives in Gregg’s world are 
abstract and only partially revealed. 
For example, horses may appear, but 
they’re no more significant than the 
chromatic harmonies in which they 
live. Technique drives the narrative; 



how Gregg creates images becomes 
part and parcel of what he is ostensi- 
bly depicting. Oil stick is a demanding 
medium — half drawing and half paint- 
ing — that can easily devolve into mud 
if an artist digs into the materials too 
forcefully. Gregg’s vibrant colors attest 
to an uncommon degree of virtuosity. 
Like oil pastels on steroids, his works 


on paper can easily be called paintings 
rather than drawings. 

Waves of color abstractly describe 
landscapes, teetering villages and in- 
teriors. These are populated by figures 
— silhouettes sketched using Gregg’s 
scratchy technical approach, which 
somehow convey moodiness. Jean 
Dubuffet’s works from the 1940s and 
art brut immediately come to mind. 
But Gregg's figures are more delicate- 
ly gestural than those sources. It's also 
interesting to note that the scale of his 
figures — which often appear in small 
groups — stays consistent from piece 

Refreshingly, Gregg is not pre- 
cious with his medium. Splashes of 
the underlying gesso subtly frame the 
edges of his compositions. Smudges 
and fingerprints are all integral ele- 
ments, perhaps left to emphasize the 
materiality of Gregg’s works. There is 
no illusion of total control. Like an as- 
tronomer peering into a solar system 
in formation, a viewer of these works 
can see that creation is a messy pro- 
cess. Order is not imposed but allowed 
to evolve. 

Though he was trained as an archi- 
tect, Gregg deconstructs his architec- 
tonic details to the point of primitive- 
ness. His childlike facades become 
groups of jagged rectangles, like old 
Hollywood stage sets lacking interiors. 
In the pieces that include landscape 
elements, such as a high horizon line 
that Gregg often arrays with figures, 
hue and texture are the defining ele- 
ments rather than atmosphere or lin- 
ear perspective. 

Only 25 years old, the Vermont Stu- 
dio Center has annexed about half of 
the real estate in “downtown” John- 
son. A steady stream of roughly 50 art- 
ists and writers from around the world 
continues to arrive each month to at- 
tend the center's residencies. Gregg is 
surrounded by a fertile creative climate 
of his own design, and he uses that dis- 
tinction well. Both his art and the vi- 
sionary community he founded are 
manifestly splendid. 

MARC AWODEY 
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HELP US DEVELOP 
VACCINES FOR 
BACTERIAL ILLMESSES 

Inpatient/Outpatient 
Clinical Research Study 


Healthy Adults Ages 18-50 
2 screening visits; 2 required 
hospital stays (approx. 9 days 
each); and up to 14 follow-up 
visits 

Up to $ 1 35 compensation 
for each inpatient day; up to s 

$65 compensation for each | 

outpatient visit > 

Bonus for completing all visits ij 



Please contact us for information 
and scheduling: 

Phone 656-0013 

Email VaccineTestingCenteriauvm.edu 
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VISITING VERMONT'S ART VENUES 


Nice Work If You Can Find It 


BY KEVIN J. KELLEY 


T he University of Vermont’s Francis 
Colburn Gallery is so underpubli- 
cized that some UVM staffers have 
either never heard of it or don’t 
know where it is. 

“The Francis Colburn Gallery?" a 
Waterman Building receptionist re- 
sponded when asked for directions. 
“Hmm ... Have you tried looking on a 
campus map?” Yes, but it’s not shown 

The Francis Colburn Gallery, named 
for a painter and UVM art department 
head who died in 1984, is situated on the 
third floor of Williams Hall, one of the 
grand old brick buildings that line Uni- 
versity Green. 



ARTISTS FROM 
OUTSIDE VERMONT. 


Even when you find it, the Colburn 
doesn’t have much of a presence. It’s a 
narrow, roughly 600-square-foot space 
that could be brightly lit from the west 
— and aflord a commanding view of 
Lake Champlain and downtown Burl- 
ington — if not for an installed wall that 
blocks a row of windows. 

But there’s no obscuring the gallery’s 
affiliation with the university’s art de- 
partment, which occupies much of Wil- 
liams Hall. Line Bruntse, an art prof at 
Millersville University in Pennsylvania, 
introduced her recent Colburn show of 
installations and photos with this art- 
speak: “Bruntse's work proposes haptic 
and material responses to the effects that 
electronically mediated communication 
is having on our lives. Here, ‘touch’ as 
an emotive, metaphorical and implied 
or actual element in communication is 
seen as having been altered or rendered 
obsolete by mediated interaction.” 

To be sure, not all artists in academia 
sound so esoteric. UVM sculpture pro- 
fessor Nancy Dwyer, for example, offers 
plainspoken accounts of the recent his- 
tory and changing mission of the Col- 
burn. Dwyer, who came to UVM in 2004 



after decades of working and showing 
in lower Manhattan, serves on an art 
department faculty committee that cu- 
rates the Colburn. 

Brushing back her long, gray- 
streaked hair, Dwyer acknowledges that 
awareness of the gallery doesn’t extend 
much beyond Williams Hall. It “doesn't 
get full press coverage because it doesn’t 
get frill press attention from our com- 
mittee,” Dwyer says in an interview in 
her high-ceilinged office upstairs from 
the Colburn. Faculty members’ pri- 
orities are centered on teaching and, in 
many cases, on their own art — which 
accounts for the gallery's marketing 


deficit, she suggests. “It takes a lot of 
time and energy to run a gallery,” Dwyer 

Locals who wouldn’t see posters 
hanging in Williams’ broad central 
stairway may become aware of Colburn 
shows via word of mouth, she says. Word 
had better travel fast, however: Artists’ 
works hang in the gallery for only three 
weeks at a time. (All exhibits and events 
are also listed in this newspaper.) 

Shows tend to be front-loaded at the 
start of semesters. The faculty commit- 
tee tries to arrange for students to see 
works by at least two professional art- 
ists — who are usually friends or asso- 
ciates of committee members — before 
a round of student shows that fill the 
Colburn during each semester's closing 
weeks. 

The gallery, which was dedicated 
in 1977, switched to this more ambi- 
tious and varied programming sched- 
ule a few years ago after having been 
used exclusively for display of student 
art. But many gallery-goers may be un- 
aware that the Colburn is one of the few 
venues in Burlington showing work by 
contemporary artists from outside Ver- 
mont. Bruntse has been followed there 
by Baltimore-based Renee vander Stelt, 
whose show of two- and three-dimen- 
sional works on paper remains at the 
Colburn until the end of the month. 

Dwyer agrees that these emerging 
artists, whose work departs radically 
from Vermont’s representational tradi- 
tion, deserve an audience larger than 
the art department in-crowd. And the 
Colburn could find a following among 
the disproportionately large number of 
artists in the Burlington area, Dwyer 
suspects. 

“I love the art scene here!” she de- 
clares. “It took me a while to come to it 
on its own terms — not to be looking at 
it from a New York perspective.” Now, 
she’s even got a studio on Pine Street. 

A full-time Colburn curator may be 
beyond the art department’s budgetary 
bounds, but maybe a class could take on 
the task of running — and publicizing 
— the gallery, Dwyer suggests. That’s 
something worth looking into, she says, 
because it would be “great if the space 
got more focused attention.” © 





ART SHOWS 


MARY E. JOHNSON: ’Constructed Spaces," 
installations that explore yards as an exten- 
sion of home and the occupant’s personality. 
Through February 21 at 215 College Gallery in 
Burlington. Info, 863-3662. 
'MEMORY/DREAM, DREAM/MEMORY’: 

A photographic installation by Steven 
Shattuck. Through February 19 at UVM 
Living/Learning Centerin Burlington. Info. 
656-4150. 

ROBERT WALDO BRUNELLE JR.: "T-Buckets 
& The Little Deuce Coupe," the Hot Rod Series 
and other paintings by the Vermont artist. 
Through March 30 at The Wing Building 
Gallery in Burlington. Info. B99-1106. 

SAMK: "Nocturnal Industrial Nudes & 
Monoprints," large-format photos depicting the 
loneliness and vulnerability of the metaphori- 
cal human figure. Through February 12 at Sapa 
Tea and Coffee in Burlington. Info, 882-1124. 
SARAH RYAN: New relief paintings. 

Through February 28 at Penny Cluse Cafe in 

SEAN DYE: Multimedia works by the Vermont 
artist. Through February 12 at Shelburne Art 
Center. Info, 985-3648. 

SHAWNA CROSS: Abstract paintings that 
juxtapose conscious and subconscious, 
reality and desires. Through February 28 at 
Red Square in Burlington. Info, 318-2438. 


SHEILA POETTGEN: Limited-edition prints 
with colorful mixed media. Through February 
28 atTribeca in Burlington. Info. 922-3381. 
TIM SANTIMORE: "Facades: Vinyl 
Landscapes." color photographs of suburban 
dwellings. Through February 13 at Firehouse 
Center Community Darkroom in Burlington. 
Info, 865-7166. 

'WOMEN TO WATCH 2010: CONTEMPORARY 
FIGURATIVE PAINTING': Five emerging 
Vermont painters, Kate Longmaid, Susan 
Abbott, Carrie Gelfan, Aline Ordman and 
Adelaide Tyrol, were selected by the Vermont 
Committee of the National Museum of 
Women in the Arts. Longmaid was chosen 
by the NMWA to participate in the national 
exhibition in Washington, D.C. Through 
March 29 at Amy E. Tarrant Gallery. Flynn 
Center in Burlington. Info, 985-2247. 

central 

DEREK LARSON: 'Red Mountain," video and 
installation. Through February 19 at Feick 
Fine Arts Center, Green Mountain College in 
Poultney. Info, 287-8926. 

DRAGON DANCE THEATRE MASKS: Faces 
made of painted papier-mache for this 
activist theater group over the past decade 
in international performances. Through 
March 6 at City Centerin Montpelier. Info, 
samkerson4@> gmail.com. 

ETHAN RYEA: Photographs of Vermont's 
capital city. Through February 28 at 
Montpelier City Hall. Info, 229-0941. 


'FABULOUS FIBER FEBRUARY': More than a 
dozen fiber artists show works, from hand- 
spun yam to wall hangings to rugs. Through 
February 28 at Blinking Light Gallery in 
Plainfield. Info, 454-0141. 

FRIENDS OF GODDARD COLLEGE: The 
Goddard community celebrates gifts of 
paintings, sculptures and other art dona- 
tions and inaugurates the new college art 
gallery. Through March 1 at Goddard College 
in Plainfield. Info, 322-1617. 

'GRACE 2010': A group show of works 
by artists who have participated in the 
programs of the nonprofit Grassroots Art and 
Community Effort around Vermont. Through 
February 26 at Vermont Statehouse in 
Montpelier. Info. 828-0749. 

GROUP SCULPTURE SHOW: Leila Bandar. 

Kat Clear, Chris Curtis, David Tanych and 
Denis Versweyveld show works in stone, 
steel, wood and other media in this biennial 
installation. Through May 1 at Vermont Arts 
Council Sculpture Garden in Montpelier. Info. 
828-3292. 

KEVIN MACNEIL BROWN: "Liminal Horizons." 
acrylic paintings on canvas. Through 
February 28 at The Shoe Horn in Montpelier. 

'KNOTS OF LOVE': An 1818 watercolor and 
ink token of love from collection of the late 
Milton Crouch joins an exhibit of vintage 
Valentines on the occasion of the romantic 
holiday. Through February 28 at Vermont 
History Center in Barre. Info. 479-8519. 


LAUREN STUTZMAN: 'Craftwerk and hilarity" 
in the form of repurposed and found mixed 
media. Through February 28 at The Green 
Bean Art Gallery at Capitol Grounds in 
Montpelier. Info, artwhlrled23@yahoo.com. 
LIA ROTHSTEIN & CYNTHIA BETH RUBIN: 
"Auschwitz-Birkenau 2009," toned black-and- 
white photos; and “Memories & Wanderings," 
digital paintings/collages and interactive 
sound-and-image installation, respectively. 
Through March 6 at PHOTOSTOP Gallery in 
White River Junction. Info. 698-0320. 

MICKI COLBECK: ’Land, River, Sky," oil paint- 
ings by the Vermont artist. Through February 
26 at Vermont Supreme Court Lobby in 
Montpelier. Info. 828-0749. 

THE ART OF ACTION': Paintings from the 
touring exhibit of Vermont artists envision- 
ing the future of the state. Main Floor 
Gallery; Suzy & Mark Markowitt: "Art Saves 
Lives," Second Floor Gallery; and Elizabeth 
Kendrick: "In Balance," Third Floor Gallery. 
Through February 20 at Studio Place Arts in 
Barre. Info, 479-7069. 

TO LIFE! A CELEBRATION OF VERMONT 
JEWISH WOMEN': Oral histories, 
photographic portraits, archival images 
and artworks by female Jews in the state 
make up the Vermont Jewish Women's 
History Project directed by Sandy Gartner 
and Ann Buffum. Through March 31 at 
Vermont History Museum in Montpelier. Info, 
479-8505, 



Inspired by Warhol's Polaroids from the 1980s, Vermont women of 
the 1880s, and Glasnost, the Fleming Museum celebrates our spring 
exhibitions with an opening party featuring 80s music and fun. 
Dress up in your own 1980s or 1880s style and strut your stuff! 


Views and Re-Views: Soviet Political Posters and Cartoons 
Andy Warhol: Fashionistas and Celebrities 
Storied Objects: Tracing Women's Lives in Vermont 


■iiTci'eMlM/* r,7Ll APMI&FI0N/ 

HrLEMING 


IMUSEUM 


61 Colchester Ave, Burlington/ www.flemingmuseum.org/ 656-0750 

BACKGROUND: Andy Warhol, Nick Rhodes, 1985 {altered detail). Gelatin silver print. Gift of the Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, 2009.5.117 


7-30 PM 
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WINTERFEST 

OPEN HOUSE 
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Join us for a morning of exploration and information, then spend 
the afternoon skiing or boarding at Smugglers’ Notch, Jay Peak or 
Stowe Mountain Resort - free of charge for prospective students! 
Visitwww.jsc.edu/winterfestfordetails, or call 802-635-1219. 


HOW TO BUY OR SELL 

A BUSINESS 


THURSDAY FEBRUARY 25, 5:30 - 8:30 P.M. 
ink Corporate Plaza - Third Floor - 76 St. Paul St., Burlington 
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j ART SHOWS : 


'BUY ART AT TART': Recent works by H eidi 
Lague. Bethany Farrell, Leah Van Rees, Jason 
Guild and Pat Murphy in a new gallery space. 
Through February 27 at The TART Gallery 
in Montgomery Center. Info, heidi,lague@ 

ELIZABETH NELSON: Fifteen landscape 
paintings inspired by the ‘cold, stormy, 
inhospitable and isolated geography of 
Vermont.' Through March 22 at Claire's 
Restaurant & Bar in Hardwick. Info, 
586-8078. 

FEBRUARY FEATURED ARTISTS: Nancy 
Adriance, Ann Allen, Mart Reed, Clare Dunn 
and Nancy Shaw show fiber arts, paintings 
and photographs. Through February 28 at 
Artist in Residence Cooperative Gallery in 
Enosburg Falls. Info, 949-3433. 



Memorial Gallery, Johnson State College. 
Info, 635-1469. 

LISA FORSTER BEACH: "Winter in Ski 
Country,' landscape paintings in watercolor. 
Through March 14 at Green Mountain Fine 
Art Gallery in Stowe. Info, 253-1818. 
NORTHERN VERMONT ARTIST 
ASSOCIATION: ''No-Landscapes!' a group 
show of nearly 90 works by NVAA members. 
Through March 1 at The Art Gallery in Stowe. 
Info. 253-6007. 

SENIOR ARTISTS EXHIBITION: More than 
a dozen local artists are represented in the 
6th Annual Johnson Community Art Center 
show, which accompanies the town's Winter 
Carnival. Through February 20 at Red Mill 
Gallery in Johnson. Info, 635-2727. 


Lisa Forster Beach 

It’s no surprise this Vermont watercolorist 
paints winter wonderland scenes with 
such authority: She is also a certified 
instructor at the Stowe Mountain Resort 
Ski School. Locals will surely recognize 
her eloquent scenes in a current exhibit 
at the Green Mountain Fine Art Gallery, 
including this one, entitled “Stowe 
Mountain Trails.” The exhibit is on view 
through March 14. 


FRED VARNEY & SARAH KINSELLA WAITE: 

Stained-glass works and pen-and-ink 
drawings, respectively. Through March 
4 at Northeast Kingdom Artisans' Guild 
Backroom Gallery in St. Johnsbury. Info, 
748-0158. 

HEIDI POLLARD: "Unsayable,' recent 
paintings. Through May 30 atDibden Center 
for the Arts, Johnson State College. Info, 
635-1469. 

JON GREGG: Recent works on paper by 
the former di rector of the Vermont Studi o 
Center. Through Februaryl9 at Julian Scott 


THE ART OF ACTION': A touring group 
exhibit of paintings by Vermont artists 
a ddressing the state's future, underwritten 
by philanthropist Lyman Orton. Through 
February 13 at Staart Gallery in St. Albans. 
Info, 524-5700. 

WAFAA BILAL: ‘Agent Intellect,' a new- 
media, performance and installation exhibi- 
tion that examines the human condition 
by the internationally renowned artist, an 
assistant art professor in photography and 
imaging at New York University. Through 
April 4 at Helen Day Art Center in Stowe. 

Info. 253-8358. 

'WINTERSCAPES': One hundred gallery 
artist members evoke the season in a group 
exhibit of paintings, photographs, prints, 
drawings and mixed-media works. Through 
March 27 at Bryan Memorial Gallery in 
Jeffersonville. Info, 644-5100. 

regional 

MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY ART AT 
DARTMOUTH': Highlights from the college's 
collection over the past 50 years, including 
post -1945 painting and sculpture. Through 
March 15 at Hood Museum, Dartmouth College 
in Hanover, NH. Info, 603-646-2426. © 




“GIMP’’ 

Thursday & Friday, 
February 11 & 12 at 8 pm, 
FlynnSpace 

@ - .. 

"A milestone in Ihe progress 
ol dance and theater." 

— Dance Magazine 

Media support 0 ::n: SEVEN DAYS 


“Stand Up, 

Sit Down 
and Laugh" 

Tuesday, February 16 
at 7:30 pm, FlynnSpace 

Featuring Tony Bates, 
Andrew Knox, Maryanne 
Gatos, and Josie Leavitt. 

Media support Cora SEVEN DAYS 


Solo Piano Jazz 

Hiromi 

TWO PERFORMANCES! 

Saturday, February 20 
at 7 & 9:15 pm, FlynnSpace 

“Hiromi’s keyboard dexterity 
is, for lack ol a better term, 
awe-inspiring. She is in and 
out like a downhill racer, lost 
in the music and the moment. 
Percussive, personal." 

— Village Voice 

Sponsored by Anonymous Friends ol Jazz 

Media upon bom SEVEN DAYS 


www.flynnconter.org 


call 86-flynn 





movies 


From Paris With Love 


I n his commentary on the DVD of About 
Schmidt, director Alexander Payne re- 
veals that the picture originally included 
a scene in which Jack Nicholson places a 
restaurant order only to be informed by 
his waitress that substitutions are not per- 
mitted. The sequence was designed to evoke 
the classic breakfast scene in Five Easy Piec- 
es and contrast Schmidt’s docile conformity 
with the free-spiritedness of Nicholson's ear- 
lier character. In the end, Payne explains, he 
deleted it from the final cut because he was 
concerned that the refer- 
ence would take viewers 
out of the movie. 

Of course, there are 
some movies you want to be taken out of. 
From Paris With Love is the latest from di- 
rector Pierre (Taken) Morel, and it is a jaw- 
droppingly pinheaded mess of a follow-up. 
How dopey and desperate does it get? John 
Travolta stars as foul-mouthed CIA killing 
machine Charlie Wax, and Morel stoops to 
making his favorite food the French McDon- 
ald's “Royale with cheese." Which naturally 
makes us think of Tarantino's Pulp Fiction, in 
which Travolta played a character with simi- 


MOVIE REVIEWS 


lar tastes. And takes us out of the movie. 

Which isn't such a bad thing. Because this 
is a staggeringly bad film, an action-comedy 
buddy him in which the action is hackneyed, 
the comedy is laugh-proof and the buddies 
have all the chemistry of salt and pepper 
shakers. A miscast Jonathan Rhys Meyers 
plays James Reese, an American aide to the 
U.S. ambassador (Richard Durden) in France. 
Dreaming of a more exciting life as a CIA op- 
erative, Reese gets the chance to prove he has 
what it takes when Wax hits town on a secret 
mission and he’s ordered to 
partner up. 

The mission, apparently, 

writer Adi Hasak. One minute the mis- 
matched pair is shooting up a restaurant that 
serves os headquarters for a Chinese drug 
ring. The next. Wax and Reese are shooting 
Pakistani baddies they suspect of planning 
a terrorist attack. The whole business is an 
incomprehensible mishmash hinging on the 
sort of surprise twist that really ought to earn 
filmmakers jail time. 

It's tike a Bourne movie minus the brains. 
Reese is pretty much relegated to looking 



on in awe as Wax takes out the Eurotrash. 
He’s unstoppable in a totally cartoonish way. 
Wherever Travolta goes, bullets and bod- 
ies fly, but his havoc is all in the editing. The 
character is also unbelievably obnoxious. He 
cracks himself up with lines like “Wax on. 
Wax off," which he addresses to groups of 
Asians who are oblivious to the taunt’s politi- 
cal incorrectness. Not to mention the fact that 
it isn't remotely clever. 

To be fair, everyone else’s dialogue is 
equally dreadful. It’s some of the lamest I’ve 
heard in years. The only thing ghasdier is the 


acting. Even the leads are distractingly wood- 
en at times. You know Travolta’s in iffy form 
when you find yourself wistfully recalling the 
glories of Battlefield Earth and Old Dogs. 

Ninety minutes of been-there-done-that 
car chases, shoot-outs and fake kung fu. 
From Paris With Love feels left over from an- 
other era. Even setting itintheCityof Lights 
doesn't help matters. On this particular occa- 
sion, neither the skyline of Paris nor anyone 
connected with the picture comes off as ter- 
ribly bright. 

RICK KISONAK 


Dear John 


A re there people who prefer their mov- 
ies free of conflict? Then Dear John 
was made for them. Adapted from 
Nicholas Sparks’ bestseller, this is the 
story of two attractive, pleasant young 
people, John and Savannah (Channing Tat- 
um and Amanda Seyfried), who meet on the 
beach and fall in love. She’s a good girl, and 
he used to be a bad boy who got in bar fights 
— but he’s in the Army now, so that violent 


streak is pretty well channeled. 

Unlike the couple in Sparks’ The Note- 
book, these two don't have uptight families 
or class issues opposing their union. Nor, 
fans of that movie should take note, do they 
have passionate, forbidden sex. Their love is 
more of the moonlit-limbs-entwining-on-a- 
beach-set-to-acoustic -crooning variety. 

But the year is 2001, and John still has a 
year to serve. “A lot of things can happen in 


12 months," Savannah tells him foreshadow- 
ingly. After the inevitable happens on 9/11, 
John does his patriotic duty by signing up for 
another tour. 

And then ... is the pair torn asunder as 
college student Savannah becomes an ardent 
antiwar protestor? Does John return from 
Afghanistan feeling shellshocked and alien- 
ated from “normal” American life? Does he 
become a sociopathic adrenalin junkie like 
that guy in The Hurt Locker? 

No, no and no. While none of those war- 
time-romance plotlines would be original, 
they’d be more compelling than what actu- 
ally happens, which I will leave unrevealed 
because it’s the closest thing the movie offers 
to a surprise. 

There's so little drama on screen that view- 
ers may find themselves focusing on extrane- 
ous or incongruous details — for instance, the 
spectacle of E.T.’s best friend looking unrec- 
ognizably middle-aged. (Henry Thomas, best 
known for playing little Elliott, appears here 
as Seyfried's neighbor.) Tatum's Special Forc- 
es team has to be the most polite and sensitive, 
least foul-mouthed group of soldiers seen on 
film since the Korean War. Then there’s the 
fact that the twentysomething couple con- 
ducts their long-distance romance entirely 
via ... snail mail. 

Directed by Lasse Hallstrom (My Life as 
a Dog), Dear John offers pretty beach views, 
but most of the scenes would be more affect- 
ing without Deborah Lurie’s drippy music 


poured on them. This is the type of movie 
where moody montage follows romantic 
montage follows cute montage. Seyfried is as 
fresh and natural as she is in every movie, and 
Tatum manages to suggest hints of personal- 
ity behind the beefcake, but their dialogue 
keeps the characters generic. 

Maybe that's the whole point of a film like 
this — the less individualized the lovers are, 
the easier it is for viewers to “relate.” Fans of 
meatier drama, though, will find it only in a 
subplot involving John’s testy relationship 
with his shut-in dad (Richard Jenkins), a coin 
collector who appears to be mildly autistic. 

This gives the filmmakers another op- 
portunity to remind us how blandly sweet 
Seyfried's character is. (She’s inspired to 
start a horseback-riding camp for autistic 
kids.) But, more importantly, it gives Jenkins 
a chance to act Though his tightly wound, 
ritual-driven character isn’t on screen much, 
you may find yourself worrying more about 
John’s abandonment of his dad — whose fear 
and loneliness are palpable — than about his 
estrangement from his girlfriend. In their fi- 
nal scene together, both Jenkins and Tatum 
show their best, and Dear John momentarily 
becomes a different, better movie. 

What kind of movie? Well, not the kind 
that resolves a love triangle by killing off one 
of the rivals (nonviolently, of course). The 
film is hokum. But Jenkins’ bit is a genuine 
tearjerker. 



MARGOT HARRISON 





NEW IN THEATERS 

PERCY JACKSON ft THE OLYMPIANS: THE 
LIGHTNING THIEF: With the Harry Potter films all 

VALENTINE'S DAY: Julia Roberts. B radley Cooper. 

Welden) 

THE WOLFMAN: Benlclo Del Toro stars in this 

Roxy. Welden) 

NOW PLAYING 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL**The high-pitched trio was a 

directed. (88 min.PG. Big Picture. Capitol. Essex. 
Majestic, Marquis. Welden) 

AVATAR*** Sam Worthington, Zoe Saldana 


Roo/rie). (126 min, PG-13. Majestic. Palace) 

THE BOOK OF EU**l/2 On The Road again. If 

Albert and Allen Hughes direct (11B min. R. Big 


ratings 


= refund, please 

* = could've been worse, but not a lot 
*★ = has its moments; so-so 
*** = smarter than the average bear 


= MOVIE CLIPS E 


Molina. (129 min. R. Roxy: ends 2/11) 

CRAZY HEART**** Jeff Bridges stars In the 

DEAR JOHN*l/2 Lasse (The Hoax) Hallstrom 

Seyfried. (10B min, PG-13. Capitol. Essex. Majestic. 
Palace, Roxy. Stowe) 

EDGE OF DARKNESS** This saga of a Boston 

Campbell. With Danny Huston and Ray Winstone. 
(116 min, R. Capitol. Essex. Majestic. Palace. Roxy) 
AN EDUCATION***** Carey Mulligan gives a 

EXTRAORDINARY MEASURES*1/2 Harrison Ford 

min. PG. Essex: ends 2/11) 

FROM PARIS WITH LOVE*John Travolta plays 


THE HURT LOCKER**** Kathryn (Strar 



i, Ti n ( 


"KgJjtaurant , 


e days) 


24 Main St, Downtown Winooski: 655-4888 .. Essex Shoppes & Cinema 878-2788 

Mon-Sal 1 1 30am-230pm 74:30-9:30 pm Mon-Sal ll:30am-9:00pm Sun 12-7pm 
Valentine's Sunday 12-9 Sun 1 


10% Off 

with at least two food items 
for the Vermont Food shelf 

Up to $200; Expiree February 28th ‘10 

802 660-0055 

GIRLINGTONGARAGE.COM 


min. R. Palace) 

THE IMAGINARIUM OF DOCTOR 
PARNASSUS***l/2 Christopher Plummer 

INVICTUS*** Morgan Freeman stars in the 

(132 min. PG-13. Marquis) 

ITS COMPLICATED*** Meryl Streep and 

Martin. Lake Bell and John Kraslnskl also star. (120 

LA DANSE: THE PARIS OPERA BALLET**** The 

ballets by the famed Paris Opera Ballet. (15B min, 
NR. Palace: ends 2/11) 

LEGION** When the Almighty loses patience with 


GOT ANXIETY? 



| Transform & Grow 
Hypnosis 
35 KingStreet, Burlington 

wtghypno.com 


802-578-8391 • 


tltcSOVERNEF 

T COMMUNICATIONS 

Telephone and internet services 
from a local company 
with a commitment to 
total customer satisfaction. 




locally operated company 
providing my services. " 
-Michael, Montpelier, VT 

Save up to 20% 
when you bundle 
your services 
together! 


Burlington YEW Location: 
21 Church Street 
658-6520 

St. Albans 
Superstore 


Waterbury/Stoure 
3595 Waterbury/Stoure Rd 
2 44-0800 





MOVIE CLIPS 


movies 


THE LOVELY BONES*** Peter Jackson brings us 
the big-screen adaptation of Alice Seboltfs 2002 

Weisz and Stanley Tucci. (135 min. PG-13. Essex. 
Majestic, Welden; ends 2/11) 


Ben Foster star. (107 min. R. Palace; ends 2/11) 
SHERLOCK HOLMES*** Guy (Snatch) Ritchie. 






A SINGLE MAN***l/2 Colin Firth plays an English 


min, R. Capitol. Marquis. Palace. Roxy. Stowe) 

WHEN IN ROME*l/2 Kristen Bell stars in this 

( Daredevil ). (91 min, PG-13. Essex. Majestic. Palace) 

NEW ON VIDEO 

A SERIOUS MAN****l/2 The latest from the 

Sari Lennick. (105 min. R) 

COUPLES RETREAT***l/2 Peter Billingsley makes 

Favreau and Kristin Davis star. (107 min. PG-13) 


TOOTH FAIRY** Dwayne J ohnson. the ex-wrestler 

(The Santa Clause 2) Lembeck directs. (101 min.PG. 
UP IN THE AIR**** George Clooney plays a 


remake) McCormick directs. (104 min. PG-13) 




THE ROXY CINEMAS # 

MOVIE quiz 


MERRILLTHEATRES.NET 


THE NAMES HAVE BEEN CHANGED 

Welcome once again to the version of our game in which we select 
eight well-known movies and replace their titles with a word or 
phrase that means the same thing. What wed like you to do. of 
course, is come up with the originals... 


NEW AND IMPROVED ORIGINAL 

1) BATTLE OF THE NEWLY MARRIED BABES - 

2) SPEEDY & DISPLEASED 

3) DOMAIN OF THE LIVING DEAD 

4) PHANTOMS OF FORMER FUMES 

5) CANINE ACCOMMODATIONS 

6) THE CHAOTIC CREATUFfcS' LOCATION- 

71 THE SITUATION IS BYZANTINE 

8) NO ONE IS NOTTOP NOTCH 


LAST WEEK'S WINNER: 


LAST WEEK'S 
ANSWERS: 

GOOD WILL HUNTING 

ROUNDERS 

ALL THE PRETTY 

THE INFORMANT 1 . 



BURLINGTON 


DEADLINE: Noon Dn Monday. 

PRIZES: $25 gift certificate to the 

by lottery. SEND ENTRIES TO: Movie Quiz. 
PO Box 68. Williston, VT 05495 OR EMAIL: 



Introductory 1 -Hour 
Massage Session 


2141 Essex Road I WILLISTON I Next to Taft Corners on Rte 2A 879-0888 


> MASSAGEENVY.COM 


DO WHAT YOU LOVE 


Be a Hair Stylist • Massage Therapist 
Barber • Spa Therapist 


O-BRIENS 
AVEDA INSTITUTE 


1475 Shelburne Rd S Burlington 658-9591 
www.obriensavedainstitute.org 

Flex Classes now enrolling 






Musical Political Satire 

The Capitol Steps 

Saturday, February 13 at 8 pm, MainStage 

"When it comes to satire, you haven’t seen 
the real thing until you have been to the 
Capitol Steps." — Washington Post 

Sponsored by r,-, I Vermont Mutual 


Hip-Hop Dance from Brazil 

Grupo de Rua: “H3” 

Thursday, February 18 at 7:30 pm 

@ m 


1 5 tpikOne 


The Israel Ballet: 

“Don Quixote" 

Friday, February 19 at 8 pm 

© wmv.llynnxnlei.oip 

“In Israel, there are two miracles: First, there 
is water. Second, there is the Israel Ballet." 
— Anthony Tudor 

Sponsored by 

THE LODGES 

onalsuppotllrom 

Israel Center ol Vermont 


NEWS QUIRKS 


BY ROLAND SWEET : 


Curses, Foiled Again 

Two burglary suspectsfleeing Sacramento 
County, Calif., sheriff’s deputies headed 
for a high school football held, where they 
ran into players practicing for the upcom- 
ing Pig Bowl, an annual contest between 
firefighters and law enforcement. The 
latter team, comprising mostly deputies, 
was working out and quickly tackled sus- 
pects James Hill Jr., 19, and a 17-year-old 
boy. (Sacramento Bee) 

Two gunmen tied up the staff at a 
Chicago scrap-metal plant and then 
tried to steal an automated teller ma- 
chine the company keeps on hand to 
pay customers. They gave up, however, 
after the 250-pound machine proved 
too heavy for them to lift onto their Jeep 
Cherokee. ( Chicago Sun-Times) 

New Year’s Resolution 
Follies 

When some 20 Swedish dieters showed 
up at a Weight Watchers clinic in Vaxjo 
to see how much weight they’d lost, the 
floor collapsed. “We suddenly heard a 
huge thud,” one of the participants told 
the Srnalandsposten newspaper. “We 
almost thought it was an earthquake, and 
everything flew up in the air. The floor 
collapsed in one corner of the room and 
along the walls." Eventually, the whole 
floor gave way. (Sweden’s The Local) 

Mixed-Use Zoning 

Homeowners in a Knoxville, Tenn., 
community banded together to tell the 
Metropolitan Planning Commission 
they oppose a plan by resident David 
Perkins to turn his single-family house 
into a duplex and use one of the units 
to operate a combination music studio 
and Jewish sperm bank. Perkins, a 
musician who specializes in Klezmer 
music and Dixieland j azz, said he wants 
to give music lessons at the address, not 
performances, and insisted neighbors 
won’t notice the activities he proposes 
because he’s been doing most of them 
for two years without any complaints. 
He already operates a sperm bank, to 
which, according to his website (jew 
ishspermdonor.net), he appears to be 
the only donor. (Knoxnews.com) 

It’s Really the Real Tiling 

Bolivian President Evo Morales en- 
dorsed a proposal by coca growers to 
boost coca production by introducing 
a soft drink made from the plant. An 
official with the Ministry of Coca and 
Integral Development said the drink 
would be called "Coca Colla” and pack- 
aging would feature a black swoosh and 
red label similar to Coca-Cola’s. Coca is 
already being used in tea, flour, tooth- 
paste and liquor produced in Bolivia, 
the world’s third-largest producer of the 
plant. (Britain’s The Daily Telegraph) 


Is There Anything Bacon 
Can’t Do? 

Pregnant women could boost their baby's 
intelligence by eating bacon and eggs, ac- 
cording to University of North Carolina 
researchers. They found that pork 
products and eggs contain a micronutri- 
ent, called choline, which helps babies’ 
growing brains develop in the womb, 
particularly in the areas linked to memory 
and recall. The findings were reported 
in the Federation of American Societies 
for Experimental Biology Journal, whose 
editor-in-chief. Dr. Gerald Weissmann, 
said, “We may never be able to call bacon 
a health food with a straight face, but 
[similar studies] are already making us 
rethink what we consider healthy and 
unhealthy.” (Britain's The Daily Mail) 

Is There Anything Guns 
Can’t Do? 

Authorities said a 28-year-old security 
guard at a Northern California casino 
drove off the road when his hands-free 
cellphone device activated and startled 
him. The sport utility vehicle plunged 
into a creek in Roseville and began sink- 
ing, but the driver escaped by blasting 
out the window with his handgun. He 
flagged down a passerby and reported 
the incident. (Associated Press) 

First Things First 

Venezuela’s new currency structure, set 
by President Hugo Chavez, lists whale 
sperm, ham and pickles as essential 
go ods, entitling importers to a preferen- 
tial exchange rate. Electricity, which has 
to be imported because a drought has 
halted a hydroelectric plant that sup- 
plied 73 percent of the country's power, 
is considered nonessential, along with 
racehorses, rabbit meat, ketchup and 
video games. ( Business Week) 

Recidivist of the Week (Tie) 

Las Vegas police arrested Mark Hoffman, 
A7, for killing another man during a wel- 
come-home party celebrating Hoffman’s 
release from jail. According to a witness, 
Hoffman beat the victim to death with a 
steel pipe, which he called his “personal 
home security device,” after learning the 
victim had an affair with his girlfriend 
while Hoffman was behind bars. Police 
found Hoffman near the scene hiding in a 
Port-a-Potty. (KVVU-TV News) 

On her first day out of prison, Theresa 
Jones, 49, was arrested in Pasco County, 
Fla., accused of stealing a car. Authorities 
said Jones had just completed a two- 
year, eight-month sentence when she 
met a pen pal, and they drove to a New 
Port Richey hotel. Jones borrowed 
the man’s car, saying she was going to 
buy beer. She didn’t return. When au- 
thorities located her the next day, she 
explained that she stole the car so she 
could get drugs. (St. Petersburg Times) 



FREE WILL ASTROLOGY byrobbrezsny : 


ARIES (March 21-April 19): "Hate leaves 
ugly scars.' wrote author Mignon McLaughlin, 
but "love leaves beautiful ones.* If I'm read- 
ing the astrological omens correctly, Aries, 
you're scheduled to receive at least one of the 
beautiful kind of scars in the coming months 
— maybe even two or three. In fact, I think 
they'll be such lovely boo-boos that they will 
markedly add to your overall attractiveness. 
Rarely if ever have you been privileged to hurt 
as good as you will in 2010— thanks to the be- 
nevolent jolts of love. Happy Valentine Daze! 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): In my view, 
201 0 is the year you should expand your world. 
That could mean enlarging your circle of allies 
or building a bigger t 
might mean broadening your a 
ening your frame of reference or 
mind to possibilities you've t 
may even involve extending your territory or 
increasing the range of your travels. However 
you choose to expand, Taurus. I urge you to put 
love at the heart of your efforts. Love should 
be the fuel that motivates you and the refer- 
ence point that ensures you're always making 
smart moves. For inspiration, memorize this 
line by poet Elizabeth Barrett Browning: “I love 
thee to the depth and breadth and height my 
soul can reach.’ In your case, Taurus, "thee" 
should mean the whole world. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Of all the signs 
of the zodiac, you Geminis are most likely to 
thrive if you experiment with new approaches 
to kissing in the coming weeks. To whip up 
your fervor, read incendiary texts like William 
Canes The Art of Kissing. Conspire with an 
imaginative partner to conjure up a new kiss- 
ing game or even a sacred kissing ritual. And 
come up with your own interpretations of the 
following kiss techniques: the throbbing kiss, 
the sip kiss, the butterfly kiss, the tiger kiss, 
the whispering kiss. Happy Valentine Daze! 
CANCER (June 21 -July 22): Happy Valentine 
Daze, Cancerian! After meditating about what 
advice would be most valuableforyour love life 
in the coming months, I decided on this chal- 
lenge from poet William Butler Yeats: True 
love is a discipline in which each divines the 
secret self of the other and refuses to believe 
in the mere daily self.' In other words, create 
in your imagination a detailed picture of your 
loved ones at their best. Each day. make it a 
point to feel joy and gratitude for their most 


excellent beauty and power — as well as the 
beauty and power that are still ripening and 
will one day appear in full bloom. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): A friend of mine has 
woven her life together with a Leo who doesnt 
fully appreciate the ways she expresses her 
adoration. She asked me to use my bully 
pulpit as a horoscope writer to convey a mes- 
sage to her lover, and I agreed, because I think 
it's excellent advice for all of the Leo tribe this 
Valentine season. Here's what she said: "Just 
because somebody doesnt always love you 
the way you wish they would, doesnt mean 
they dont love you the best they can and with 
all they have.' Are you willing to consider the 
possibility that maybe you should take that 
plea to heart, Leo? I hope so, because then 
you'll be able to get some of the good loving 
you've closed yourself off from. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Happy Valentine 
Daze, Virgo! I meditated on what message 
might best energize your love life, and what 
I came up with is a declaration by author 
Mignon McLaughlin: "Love unlocks doors 
and opens windows that weren't even there 
before.' In other words, the love you should be 
most interested in during the coming months 
is the kind that opens your eyes to sights that 
were previously invisible and that creates new 



LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22): Happy Valentine 
Daze, Libra! My astrological hunch is that you'd 
benefit from the specific teaching that would 
come from exploring a three-way relationship. 
But wait. Dont jump to conclusions. Here's 
the form I think it should take: Fantasize that 
the merger of you and your lover or ally has 
created a third thing that hovers near you, 
protecting and guiding the two of you. Call 
this third thing an angel. Or call it the soul of 
your connection or the inspirational force of 
your relationship. Or call it the special work 
the two of you can accomplish together. And 
let this magical presence be the third point of 
your love triangle. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-No v. 21): Happy 
Valentine Daze, Scorpio! After meditating on 
what advice would best serve your love life, I 
decided to offer you the words of psychologist 
Carl Jung: "The creation of something new is 
not accomplished by the intellect but by the 
CHECK OUT ROB BREZSNY'S EXPANDED WEEKLY Al 


Aquarius 

(Jan. 20-Feb.l8) 

Happy Valentine Daze, Aquarius! 
In my searchforthe counsel that 
would be of greatest help to your 
love life in the coming months, 

I decided on this observation by 
psychologist Albert Ellis: “The 
art of love is largely the art of 
persistence.” I hope you take that 
in the rqpiritin whichl’m offering 
it It’s not meant to suggest that 
you will be deprived of love’s 
burning, churningpleasures;I 
just want to make sure you know 
that your best bet for experienc- 
ing burning, churning pleasures 
is to be dogged and devoted and 
disciplined inyour cultivation of 
burning, c hurning pleasures. 


play instinct acting from inner necessity. The 
creative mind plays with the objects it loves.' 
As I see it, my dear, acting on Jung's wisdom 
will help you carry out your primary task in 
the coming months, which is to bring novel 
experiences and fresh perspectives to your 
most engaging relationship. The best way to 
accomplish that is not with nonstop serious 
talk and intense analysis, but with a generous 
dose of playful improvisation and experimen- 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): To pre- 
pare your Valentine horoscope, I did a lengthy 
meditation on your love life. I wish I could offer 
you a 20-page treatise on my conclusions, but 
thereb not enough room. So instead 111 give 
you the single most important piece of advice 
I came up with; The coming week will be an 
excellent time for you to survey the history of 
your love life, starting with the first moment 
you ever fell in love. I mean you should actually 
stream the memories across your mind's eye 
as if you were watching a movie. Feel all the 
feelings roused by each scene, but also try to 
maintain some objectivity about it all. Watch 
for recurring themes. Be especially alert for 
unexpected insights that emerge about the 
past. And through it al I, be wi Idly compassion- 
ate toward yourself and your co-stars. 


CAPRICORN(Dec.22-Jan.l9):"lflloveyou, 
what business is it of yours?’ wrote Johann 
Wolfgang von Goethe. Now I'm offering his 
words for you to use as your mantra in the 
coming months. Your main job, as I see it, is 
simply to be a lover of pretty much everything 
— to generate, cultivate and express love in 
abundance — and not to worry about whether 
your love is reciprocated or how it's regarded. 
It's a tall order, I know — one of the most dif- 
ficult assignments I've ever suggested. And 
yet I think you have the soul power and the 
crafty intelligence necessary to accomplish it. 
Happy Valentine Daze, Capricorn! 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): In 2010, you will 
have more cosmic assistance than you've had 
in a long time whenever you seek to increase 
your experience of pleasure. Do you want to 
get more sensual joy out of eating and drink- 
ing and dancing and listening to music? This 
is your year. Do you want to heighten your per- 
ceptiveness and find more beauty in the world 
and cultivate new ways to stimulate positive 
feelings and liberating emotions? This is your 
year. Do you want to intensify your orgasms 
and have more of them and learn how to use 
them to enhance your spiritual power? This is 
your year. And the coming weeks will be one of 
the best times in 2010 to move from charging 
up your pleasure to supercharging it Happy 
Valentine Daze, Pisces! 


D HOROSCOPES & 


T MESSAGE HOROSCOPES: REALASTROLOGY.COM OR 1-877-873-4888 
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I IT'S FUN... IT'S ENTERTAINMENT... 
r IT SUPPORTS YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY! 


WE DON’T JUST SAY IT...WE REALLY DO PAY 

9-18 caids are $12 • 27-36 coids are $14 • 4S-S4 cards are $17 • 63-72 cards aie $20 


SUPEI 1IHG0 

first Session Sun. Feb. 14th Acb.S3DtxlBCadsS3bie»a3ciids- SaJOfxmes 
kbiKpsaell5pni — tegicr 93tiEsal2pm — 3 Hysey|ici]eswilriay FREE 

Monthly Gift Bag Drawings for VIP will be leld on Febraoryllldi 8 lldi 

Sponsored by VT Association for the Blind , Humane Society of Chittenden County and Chittenden I 

275 LAKESHORE DRIVE • COLCHESTER • 860-1 
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• 860-5023 • TUESDAY-SUNDAY 
RESERVED FOR PRIVATE EVENTS & PARTIES 
SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS W/ SALAD 
: COUNTRY FRIED CHICKEN DINNER 
GROUND ROUND PLATTER OR LIVER 'N ONIONS 

VT ROAST TURKEY DINNER WITH STUFFING 
CLASSIC AMERICAN BREAKFAST 8AM-NOON 
CHEF’S CHOICE SPECIAL AT 5-9PM 

CALL 860-6032 TO ARRANGE FOR 
CATERING OR PRIVATE EVENTS 



TED RALL 


A WOMAN FORCED TO ACT IN 
CHILP PORN IS SUING HUNDREDS 

OF MEN ARRESTED FOR 

POSSESSING HER IMA6ES 

UNDCR THE DOCTRINE OF JOINT 
AND SEVERAL LIABILITY, ANYONE 
WHO BENEFITS FROM A CRIME 

CAN BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOP 

ITS FULL IMPACT UPON ITS VICTIM. 

A LITTLE GIFT FTJOM W 

THE PROCESS SERVER JfctJ 

aL r H— 1 /|&s 
-loA- IMe® 1 

f $1.8 MILLION ,1 f 

;VTH | PERM MAN, j ; 

IF SUCCESSFUL, THIS TACTIC 
WOULD SET AN IMPORTANT „ 

UNFORTUNATELY, IT 1 

CUTS BOTH WAYS... [ 

ANYONE WHO BENEFITS FROM % 

YOUR EX B LOITAT|ONJ 

f HEY TALL WHITE GLIB MAN A 

“j IS THAT ONE OF MV SWEATSHOP 1 
i T-SHIRTS NOO’RE WEARING ? 1 IT 

kyiKHj 

emplcner. voofwe G Me ♦ *oo, 000. J2- i ® 
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FEBRUARY IS THE MONTH WE LOOK BACK 

OH THE CIVIL RIGHTS STRUGGLE OF ONE OF 

THIS COUNTRY'S LONG OPPRESSED PEOPLE: 

CORPORATIONS. 

CORTORATE CHARTERS WERE ORIGINALLY 
BROUGHT TO AMERICA ON SUNE SHIPS, 
CRAMMED TWO BV TWO IN FILING CABINETS. 


( HUNAN. J x 

Ye** 5 1 

fill 

BUT THE SUPREME COURT STEPPED IN AND 

GAVE THEM CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS. TOWN HE 
EVEN LET THEM HAVE SAN in OUR ELECTIONS . 1 

3 VIE SWALL^OVERSJW 

n ~ TT" 
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comics +puzzles 

MORE PUZZLES! |||||| MORE COMICS! |||||| MORE FUN! 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE TIM NEWCOMB (P.6) NEWS QUIRKS & 

(P.C-3 IN CLASSIFIEDS) RED MEAT (P.64) FREE WILL ASTROLOGY (P.76 8.77) 



(D CALCOKU BY JOSH REYNOLDS 


DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ★** 
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©SUDOKU.o,,,,,, 

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: *** 



★ = MODERATE ** = CHALLENGING ***= HOO, BOY! — FIND ANSWERS & CROSSWORD IN THE CLASSIFIEDS SECTION 




read new strips each day at AmericanElf.com 










presents: 


SEVEN Dfc 


SlNeESBRs 




SPEED 


dating 


70 


w™ e ^«™» :30PM 

1 56 BISTRO 

156 ST. PAUL STREET, BURLINGTON 


r rf r 

Register tor 

Speed Dating 

at sevendaysvt.com 

or call 865-1020 x3 7 

SPEED DATERS: There's no guarantee 
everyone will be able to participate, 
but please register and check in when 
you arrive. Names will be called 
before each round. (No need to 
register for the Singles Party itself.) 

COME EARLY! 

SPACE IS LIMITED! 


dde^y 


5 Dance. tl/ie qimoq to the 
mAie ojj Supeti SoiWa! 


(7PM-MIDNIGHT) 



pERioNKrS 



WSMLN&eku^jJWEN 

BUILDING THE NEXT ADVENTURE 

to give AND take. I like the outdoors. 
>3. P, #116761 


w/ me. paprika. 31. P. #116513 
GARDEN LOVER LOOKING FOR MAN 

gardenlady. 60, P. #116752 
SPUNKY & ENERGETIC GAL 

SOMETHING NEW 

way marblegirl. 25. P. #116696 

OPTOMISTIC. ENERGETIC, CONFIDENT 
CLASSY LADY 


For relationships, dates, flirts and i-spys: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 


must, scorpiodelight, 54. #116745 
REAL HONEST LOYAL FRIEND 


SAY ANYTHING 

me. listenandleam. 21, PI, #116730 
INTELLIGENT, CHEEKY, INTERESTED IN 




CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 
All the action is online. 
Browse more than 
2000 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 
Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

a See photos of 
this person online. 

Hear this person's 

NoT olM IHi 'IMF? 

You can leave voicemail 
for any of the nice folks 
above by calling: 

1 - 520 - 547-4556 


W5MEN , % W5ME1M 

PASSIONATE WOMEN SEEKS SAME 
FULFILLMENT! 


out there? REANE69. 35, P, #116728 
FRIENDLY, GIRLY, AND OPTIMISTIC 

Live_to_Love. 22 P. #116639 
MEET ME FIRST. THEN DECIDE... 


there. Umby. 30. P #116622 

FUNNY, INTELLIGENT. CARING & 
PASSIONATE 


each other, clndyj. 41. PI. #116595 
BORN TO HUM 

to a fault You: ._ J 

painter218. 23. 8, PI. #116356 

FUN-LOVING. FEISTY. FLIRTATIOUS! 

do!' liresgood23. 28. PI. #116092 


MEN egk W5ME!\l 

CRAZY, CRAZY, CRAZY. PERIOD. 

to smell. McNeally 32 PI. #110654 


NEENER NEENER NEENER 


In touch. So. I'll go do that now. 
turbonerd, tautological. 25. #116755 
NEXT CHAPTER, PLEASE! 

ready. MovingOn45 45. PI. #116750 
CAPTAIN SEEKS CREW OR CABIN GIRL 




WaywardGull 32 PI. #101857 


please! LoveMaker. 35. PI. #116651 


NEW VERMONTER LOOKING FOR 
FRIENDS 

once, xldlll, 34. PI, #116514 
LETS PAR-TEY 


pRSFili oF 1NE WEEK: 

ONE GNARLY DUDE. YO 

Easygoing guy, kinda shy at first, but a lot of fun once you 
get to know me. Looking for a girl to hang out with, to laugh 
with, cuddle with, & share all of life's joys with. I'm 511, light 
brown hair, blue eyes. Want to know more? LaughingwithU, 
28, Q, #116762 

FROM HIS ONLINE PROFILE: The quickest way to my heart 
is humor The quickest way to my bed is up the stairs... 
down the hall... through the door... jump in.. 


CULTURED, EUROPEAN. GENTLEMAN, 
FUNNY. OUTGOING 


BosnianGentleman, 24, P, #116729 
FOOD, MUSIC & FRIENDS! 

tea JohnnyO, 34. PI. #101278 
JAR HEAD W/ LOVE 

reeling this, bradmil. 38. PI. #116688 
FUN GUY LOOKING FOR FUN 

UVMphysicalED. 25. Pi. #116723 


MEN MEN 

A MANLY QUEEN! 


be discreet! misfitl978. 31, #101356 
LIVING THE LIFE. 

Lightning. Flash. 25. PI. #104620 
SEEKING LTR...MATURE MINDED 




them... islandboi88 21. PI #114482 
Bl GUY LOOKING FOR MINDED 

jeffbh2009, 46. #113611 

510, 170, dark hair & eyes, not bad 




PERSoNRtS 


Ajl/ 


S IN NEED OF RELEASE! 


For group fun, BDSM play, and full-on kink: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 


HORNY SUBMISSIVE 

KEEP ME UP AT NIGHT 

handle me? Idkl28. 28. #116689 
ANGELEYES 

over! PorcelainSkin21, 21. 0116655 


LIVE LIFE TO THE FULLEST 

ITS ABOUT TIME... 

? sweet time. I thought I would Find Mr. 




TIME FOR A CHANGE 

NewAdventures. 21. Cl. 0116428 
SEX DREAMS 

this void, pennywhlstle, 39. 0116316 


t). Rusalka, 3C 


5 & honest. alhinnj2 30. Cl. 0116546 
' CURIOUS...AGAIN 

i must D/D free. alts. 28. 0116S42 
WET ft READY 


CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
2000 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 
Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

| I See photos of 

this person online. 


NoT oN MS 'NeT? 

You can leave voicemail 
for any of the kinky folks 
above by calling: 

1 - 520 - 547-4568 


LOOKING FOR PLEASURE. NEED 


MEN 


ie. WIFEBANGER. 49. Cl. #102145 


TAKE A RIDE 

I’m 22 & living in the Burlingtdn area. 

Ideal girl is D/D free & between 18-25. 

©. mysteryman802, 22. #116699 



I CAN PLEASE YOU 

pleased. Want2meet 44. #112961 
ATHLETIC. GENUINE. HANDSOME 

ypunger men. Jhawk22. 22. #116681 


BOY LOOKING FOR DADDY 

thought, too! jrd890. 21. #116670 
LOOKING FOR BIG. BEAUTIFUL WOMEN 

I GOT WHAT YOU WANT 

time. Mancandievt 21. 8. #116645 

READY. WILUNG a ABLE 


oMES 


HORNYBICURIOUSWIFE 

CURIOUS. ADVENTUROUS. EASYGOING. 

Me: 27. 54. 125 lbs, woman. I have a 

hair. 5T 180 lbs. athletic build. I/we are 
to receive, dragonflybtv, 27. #116577 


HELLO THERE 

Beowulf. 22. Cl. #116753 
MAN-TO-MAN FUN 

deserve. brianS02 45. #116749 
YOU NEED INCENTIVE 

toys. Strict 60. Cl. #116713 
MARRIED FILIPINA WOMEN ONLY 


KINK oF 1H§ WEEK: 

SEXFORHOURS 

Looking for playful person who would want to have discreet 
meetings that will last for hours! I want someone who will 
put me in my place & make me see the naughty girl I've 
been lately. BellaTouchesYou, 23. #116714 

FROM HER ONLINE PROFILE: I love to... Have a sex session 
that lasts all night w/ a woman & a man. 




ORAL HAPPY 

letshavefun. 51. #103166 


ATTRACTIVE, ATHLETIC. LOVE TO 

Oral is AWESOME to give or get! So 

up! 8urlington420. 25. #116616 


OLDER. YOUNG BODY 


to share. I'm D/D & want the same. 

stocky. TrytoPlease, 43. #116563 


STALLION & PETITE CARAMEL 
GODDESS 

hair, excellent body. 24. She's 410. brown 
bust 20. We love to hang out have 

age 45. TallTPetiteJ. 24. 8. Cl. #116548 
FIRST TIME 

receiving! suprisel43. 24. #116535 
COUPLE LOOKING FOR HOT FUN 

Couple (49/33) seeking woman and/or 

to watch/join in. cpl4hotfun, 32. #116516 
BONDAGE CROSSDRESSER SWITCH 

if asked. wolf3397. 52. Cl. #116474 
CURIOUS COUPLE 


loOIAilENSE? 

GO BACK1 PAGE 
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If you've been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 
admirer! 


sevendaysvt.com/personals 


DELI & CHECKOUT AT HANNAFORD'S 

You: a beautiful girl w / pale skin & dyed 

You: Woman. Me: Man. 1906947 
PRETTY. SWEET & HOT IN PINK 


You: Woman. Me: Man. 4906946 

STRAWBERRY-BLOND GODDESS AT 
NECTAR’S 

February 3. 2010. Where: Nectar’s. 
You: Woman. Me: Man. 4906944 

SALAMANDA215 MATCH.COM 

You: Woman. Me: Man. 4906943 
STENTLESS MAN ON MANHATTAN 


You: Man. Me: Woman. 4906942 

SPEEDER & EARL'S ON PINE 

ABSOLUTELY ADORABLE girl working 

Friday, February 5. 2010. Where: 
Pine St Speeder & Earl's. You: 
Woman. Me: Woman. 4906941 

THE 2 HOT COLLEGE GUYS 

When: Friday. February 5. 2010. 

You: Man. Me: Mon. 4906940 


A CUBBIE LOVES CUBBIE 


3* BLACK HEELS 

You: Woman. Me: Man. 4906938 
BLONDE CHITTENDEN BANK CLERK 


You: Woman. Me: Man. 4906937 
BROWN-EYED GIRL 

You: Woman. Me: Man. 4906936 
WHITE HALLE BERRY TOYS-R-US NYC 


MOMOFKNK 






l. 4906934 


FABULOUS SMILE CITY MARKET 

January 30, 2010. Where: City Market. 
You: Man. Me: Woman. 4906933 

ESSEX HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC TEACHER 


1, 2009. Where: Essex High School. 
You: Woman. Me: Man. 4906932 

STEVE. ITS ME, ABIGAIL 

You: Woman. Me: Man. 4906930 
Rl RA ON WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

Ri Ra. You: Woman. Me: Man. 4906929 


We were both eating in, around 12:30. 1 


TO THE 'SHY" LETTER CARRIER 

Woman. Me: Man. 4906922 
PENNY 3 OF SWORDS 


30, 2010. Where: Big Picture Theater. 
You: Woman. Me: Man. 4906919 

SMUGGS STERLING LIFT 1/23 

You: Woman. Me: Man. 4906917 




February 2. 2010. Where: City Market. 
You: Man. Me: Woman. 4906923 


RE: HERSHEY'S KISS 

You: Woman. Me: Man. 4906928 
•YEAR AFTER YEAR" 

You: Man. Me: Woman. 4906927 


mistress 

mapvp 


t 


SARAH PAUN LOOK 

In SB. You: Woman. Me: Man. 4906926 
SHAW'S IN COLCHESTER! 

You: Man. Me: Woman. 490692S 
FRIDAYS RED SQUARE GODDESS 


You: Woman. Me: Man. 4906924 


I hit the bars last weekend and met this girl. We 
hung out for the better part of the night, drinking 
and playing pool. When she and her friends were 
leaving. I asked for her number. She ended up 
writing down her email address. WTF? I swear 
I didn't do anything to deserve it. I was a total 
gentleman and didn't even spill any beer on my 
shirt. I thought she was into me, so what's with the 
cyber brush-off? 


"Deaii (^be/iOu^kd, 


Sgied, 

Cyber Crushed 


Stop being such a neophyte. We live in a world 
where the phone is just one of many ways to 
communicate with a possible mate. Whether she 
asked you to call, text, Facebook, Twitter or IM her, 
it sounds like she wanted to get to know you better, 
and you're blowing it by letting so much time go by. 

If you could put your ego aside for a moment, you 
actually trying to be 


could turn out to be a dud. 

Write her an email. Be charming and witty, and 
ask her out. Oh, and be sure to spell check — I knew 
a woman who used to give out her email address to 
weed out all the dummies. 


Need advice? 

Email me at mistressffsevendaysvt.cc 
or share your own advice on my blog at 
sevendaysvt.com/blogs 







